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MODERN GEOMETRY. 

CHAPTER L 

TRILINEAB CO-ORDINATES. EQUATION OP A STRAIGHT LINE. 

1. In the system of co-ordinates ordinarily used, the 
position of a point in a plane is determined by means of its 
distances from two given straight lines. In the system of 
which we are about to treat, the position of a point in a 
plane will be determined by the ratios of its distances from 
three given straight lines in that plane, these straight lines 
not passing through the same point. The triangle formed 
by these three straight lines is called the triangle of reference, 
its sides, lines of reference, and the distances of a point from 
its. three sides will be called the trilinear co-ordinates of that 
point. We shall usually denote the angular points of the 
triangle of reference by tne letters A,B, U, the lengths of the 
sides respectively opposite to them by a, J, c, and the dis- 
tances of any point from j?(7, (X4, AB respectively by the 
letters a, fi, y. 

When two points lie on opposite sides of a line of re- 
ference, the distance of one of these points from that line may 
be considered as positive, and that of the other as negative. 
We shall consider a, the distance of a point from the line BC^ 
as positive if the point lie on the same side of that line as the 
pomt A does, negative if on the other side ; and similarly for 
P and 7. It thus appears that the trilinear co-ordinates of 
any point within the triangle of reference are all positive; 
while no point has all its co-ordinates negative. 

2. Between the trilinear co-ordinates of any point an im- 
portant relation exists, which we proceed to investigate. 

ijT A denote the area of the triangle of reference^ a, /8, 7, 
<A6 trilinear co-ordinates of any pointy then 

aa + Ji8 + C7 = 2A. 
Let P be the given point, and first suppose it to He within 
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the triangle of reference (fig. 1). Join P4, PB, P(7, and 
draw PD perpendicular to BG. Then PD^Uj and aa= twice 
the area of the triangle PBG. 

Fig. u 




Similarly Ifi = twice the area of PCA^ 
cy = twice the area of PAB. 
Adding these equations, we get 

Next, suppose P to lie between ABy A C produced, and on 
the side oi BC remote from A (fig. 2). Then a will be 

Fig. a. 
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negative, while ^, 7 are positive. Hence, twice the area PBC 
wtB be represented by — oa, and we shall therefore have aa 
before 

aa + Ji8 + C7«2A. 

Thirdly, let P lie between AB, A (7, produced backwards 
(fig- 3), so that iS, 7 are negative while a is positive. Twice 

Fig. 3^ 




the areas of PBC, PGA^ PAB, are now represented by 
^ "" ^A — C7 respectively, so that we still have 

aa+ Jj8 + C7 = 2A, 
In all cases, therefore. 

The importance of the above proposition arises from its 
enabling ns to express any equation in a form homogeneous 
with respect to the trilinear co-ordinates of any point to 
which it relates. Any locus may be represented, as in the 
ordinary system, by means of a relation between two co« 
ordinates, p and 7 for example, and this may be made homo- 
geneous in a, iS, 7 by multiplying each term by ^ — -^, 

1—2 
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raised to a stiitable power. Thus, the equation ^+A7+i*=0 
is equivalent to the nomogeneous equation 

4A»/S" + 2 A A7 (oa .+ 5^8 + C7) + *» {aa + bfi + cyy = 0. 

The following examples may familiarize the reader with 
this system of co-ordinates. 

1. Prove that the co-ordinates of the middle point of the 

line JBG are 0, ^ , —. 

c 

2. The co-ordinates of the centre of the circumscribed circle 
are B cos -4, It cos -5, It cos C, where 

2A 



It = 



a cos A-^b cos £ + c cos G' 



3. The co-ordinates of the centre of the inscribe circle are 

2A 

each equal to = * 

^ a+6+c 

What are the co-ordinates of the centres of the escribed 
circles? 

4. The co-ordinates of the centre of gravity are 

2A 2A 2A 
3a' 36' 3c' 

A 

5. Prove that a sin -4 + )8 sin J? + y sin (7 is equal to ^; 

where H is the radius of the circumscribing circle. 

3. ^ To find the distance between two given points^ in terms 
of their truinear co-ordinates. 

^ Let Oj, /8j, 7i ; flCj, )8,, 7,, be the co-ordinates of two given 
points, r the distance between them. 

Then, r* will be a rational integral function of o-i'-oi^^ 
^i *" ^a> 7i "" %* ^^ *^® second degree*. 

* This, if not self-evident, may be proved as follows : 

Let P, Q be the two given points. Join PQ, and draw PM, QM' perpen- 
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Again, since 

ao^ + JiSj + C7j = 2A, 

c b 

Similar expressions may "be found for (/8j — ^J', (7^ — 7^)'. 

Hence, r* will be of the form 
^Oi-/3J (71-72) + w (7i-7j (Ox-a^ +w (a, -a.) 03,-/3,), 



dionlar to AB, PN, QN' to AC. Draw Qm perpendicular to PM, Qn to PiV, 
and join mm. Then 

Bin mPn 

mn 
Bin J.' 

and Pn=h'-§»9 P^=y\-y»\ 



Fig. 4. 




.-. m»«=(/Jl-A)»+(7l-7«)'+l(ft-/3a)(7l-78)coB^ 

whence r'_ <ft"ft>'+<^"'y>)'+^(^i"ft)('yi"^«> °^^ 

sin'il 

a rational iDtegral function of the second degree. 
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where Z, m, n axe certain fanctions of a, b^ c, which we pro- 
ceed to determine. 

Since the values of Z, m, n are independent of the positions 
of the points, the distance of which we wish to find, sup- 
pose these points to be £ and G. Then 

01 = 0, Pi = -j-> 7i = 0, 

2A 



also rsa. Hence 



• • 



, ,2A 2A 

6 c 



Similarly m = - 



4A*' 

4A»' 



n = — 



4A''' 
Hence r« = -^, {a 08,-/3,) (7,-7^ + 6(7.-7.) (a, -a,) 

This is one form of the expression for r*. It may also 
he proved in a similar manner that 

r» = ^,{acos^(a,-.a^» + Scos503,-/3^» 

+ c cos (7 (7, - 7^'}. 

4. We next proceed to investigate the equation of a 
straight line ; and first, we shall consider the cases of certain 
straight lines bearing important relations to the triangle of 
reference. 

To find the equation of the strayht line drawn through 
one of the angular points of the triangle of reference^ so as 
to bisect the opposite side. 

Let D be the middle point of the side BG, we have then 
to investigate the equation of the straight line AD. 
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In AD take any point P, and let a, A 7 ^ it* co-ordi- 




nates. From jD, P draw DEy PQ perpendicular to A C> DF^ 
Pff perpendicular to AB. Then by similar triangles 

PQ * DE :: Pff : DF. 

But DE.AG^DF.AB, 

for each is equal to the area of the triangle ABC. 

Hence PQ.AC^PH.AB, 

or J^ = C7. 

This IS a relation between the co-ordinates of any point 
on the line AD^ it therefore is the equation of that line. 

Cob. It hence may be proved that the three straight lines, 
drawn through the angular points of a triangle to bisect the 
o;^posite sides, intersect in a point. For these straight lines 
will be represented by the equations 

and, therefore, all pass through the point for which 
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In the next three propositions the reader will easily be 
able to draw a figure for himself« by comparison with fig. 5. 

5. To fmd the equation of the straight line drawn through 
one of the angular points of the triangle of reference^ perpen- 
dicular to the opposite side. 

Making a construction similar to that in the last proposi- 
tion, it win be seen that we have here 

DE.AG DF.AB 
COS B cos (7 ' 

each of these fractions being equal to the area of the triangle 
ABC. 

„ pa. AG PH.AB 

Hence »— = tt-; 

cosjB cos 

or )8cos5 = 7Cos (7, 

This will be the equation of the straight line, drawn 
through A^ at right angles to BG. 

Cob. It may hence be shewn that the three straight 
lines drawn through the angular points of a triangle, perpen- 
dicular to the opposite sides, intersect in the point determmed 
by the equations 

acosj4=i8cosi? = 7Cos G. 

6. To find the equations of the internal cmd external 
bisectors of an angle of the triangle of reference. 

For the internal bisector of the angle A^ we shall have, 
making the same construction as before, 

PQ^PH. 

The straight line will be therefore represented, by the 
equation fi^y. 
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For the external bisector we proceed as follows. Let Q 
be any point on the line, a, ^, 7 its co-ordinates. Draw QK 
perpendicular to A (7, QL to AB. Then, as before, we have 

QK^ QL. 

It will however be observed, that if Q and B lie on the 
same side oi AC, Q and G will lie on opposite sides of AB, 
and vice versd. Hence, if 

We have therefore 

/3 + 7 = 

as the equation of the line A Q, which externally bisects the 
angle A. 

From the form of these equations we see, (1), That the 
three internal bisectors of the angles of a triangle intersect 
in a point; (2), That the internal bisector of any one angle, 
and the external bisectors of the other two, also intersect in 
a point. 

These points may be shewn to be respectively the centres 
of the inscribed and escribed circles. 

We shall hereafter prove that the points, in which the 
external bisectors of each angle respectively intersect the sides 
opposite to them, lie in the same straight line ; and also that 
the points in which the external bisector of any one angle, 
and the internal bisectors of the other two angles, intersect 
the sides respectively opposite to them, lie in the same 
straight line. 

7. We now proceed to investigate the general equation 
of a straight line. 

Every straight line may he represented hy an equation of 
the first degree. 

Let Q be any point on the straight line ^ C, jB on AB, 
and P any point on the straight line QB^ then we have to 
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investigate the relation between the co-ordinates (a, iS, 7) of 
the point P. 

Fig. 6. 




The property of the straight line, which we shall make 
the basis of oar investigation, is, that it is the locus of a point 
which moves in such a manner, that the sum of the areas of 
the triangles PA Q, PAR is constant. 

Let AQ = q, AR^r, then the areas of the triangles 
PAQ, PAR will be respectively represented by iql3, ^ry, 

and the area of QAR by t- A. 

Hence j)8 + r7 = -^ A 

= ^(aa + 5i8 + C7). 

This is the equation of the straight line QRj and, since it 
involves the two arbitrary quantities j, r, it is in the most 
general form of the equation of the first degree between two 
variables. Putting 

gra -, QT qr 

he c ^ ^ b 

the equation may be written 

fa4-w^ + n7s=0. 
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8. We shall next establish the converse proposition, that 
eoery equation of the first degree represents a straight " 



Fig. 7. 




Let 



h + mp + wy = 



be the general equation of the first degree, and let f g, h 
be the co-ordinates of any fixed point D on the locus of the 
equation, a, /3, 7 those of any point P. 

Draw DEy PM perpendicular to A (7, DF^ PN perpendi- 
cular to AB. Also draw JDm, 2>n, perpendicular respectively 
to PM, PN. 

Then Pm^P-g, Pn=^y-h. 

Also, since /, 5^, A is a point on the locus, 

lf+mg+nh=^0, 

whence I (a -/) + m (fi - g) + n {y - h) =0, 

Again, aa + hl3 + cy = 2Ay 

af+bg + ch = 2£i; 

a (a -f)+h(fi^g) +c (7-A) =0; 



• • 



bn — cm d — an a/n — hi ' 
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Hence, the ratio of Rn to Pn is constant, whatever point 
on the locus P may represent. This can only he true when 
that locus is a straight line. 

9. To find the co-ardtnates of the point of intersection of 
two given straight lines. 

Let the equations of the two straight lines be 

Where these intersect, we have 

g ^ ^ ^ 7 
mn' — m'n nV — n!l Im' — I'm * 

These equations, combined with 

aa + J)8 + C7 = 2A, 
give the values of a, jS, 7, at the point of intersection. 

10. To find the equation of the straight line^ passing 
through two given points. 

I^t f ffy A > /'iff' 9 ^'9 ^® ^^^ co-ordinates of the two given 
points, and suppose the equation of the required straight line 
to be 

We must then have 

Lf+Mg + M = 0, 

Lf + Mg' + Nh'==0; 

whence 

L M N 



gh'^g'h hf-^hf fg'^fg' 
giving, as the equation of the required line, 

{gh- -g'h) « + {hf -h'f)fi+ (fg' -fg) 7 = 0. 
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11, To find the general equation of a straight line^pa^S' 
trig through the point of intersection of two given straight tines. 

If the equations of the straight lines be 

la 4- mp + n7 = 0, 
ra4-m'i8+n'7 = 0, 

every straight line, passing through their point of intersection, 
may be represented by an equation of the form 

la + mfi + ny=:Jc{Va + m!l3 + ny)f 

where A; is an arbitrary constant. For this equation is satis- 
fied when the equations of the given straight lines are both 
satisfied, and, being of the first degree, it represents a straight 
line. It is therefore the equation of a straight line passing 
through their point of intersection. 

12. To find the condition that three points may lie in the 
same straight line. 

Let a^, ^j, 7^; a,, ^„ 7«; o^» ^8» 7s> ^ ^^e co-ordinates 
of the three given pomts, then, if these points lie in the same 
straight line, suppose the equation of that line to be 

Xa + /^iS 4- 1^ = 0. 
Then X, /x, v must satisfy the following equations : 

Xag 4- /A^3 + 1^8 = 0, 
whence, eliminating X, /a, i;, by cross multiplication, 

a A78 - ^P{i2 + « A7i - a A73 + « A7« - « A7i = 0, 
the required condition. 
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13. To find ike condition that three straight lines may 
intersect in a point. 

Let the equations of the straight lines be 

K these three straight lines intersect in a point, the above 
three equations must be satisfied by the same values of 
a, Py 7. This gives, eliminating a, p, 7 by cross-multipli- 
cation, 

the required condition. 

The identity of form between the conditions that three straight 
lines should intersect in a pointy and that three points should lie 
in a straight line, is worthy of notice. Its full geometrical mean- 
ing will be seen hereafter. 

We shall sometimes, in future investigations, speak of the 
straight line represented by the equation la + mp + ny = 0, as the 
straight line (^, m, 7»). Adopting this phraseology, it will be seen 
that the condition that the three points (1^, m^, n^) (l^, m,, nj 
(I3, mg, nj should lie in the same sf/raighl linCy is the JBome as the 
condition that the three straigJU lines (1^, m^, nj (1^, m,, n,) 
(I3, m,, nj shovHd intersect in a point, 

14. To find the condition that two straight lines may he 
parallel to one another. 

Let the equations of the two straight lines be 

Za + miS + 717 = (1)> 

ra + m')8 + n'7 = (2). 

I^t {fi ffj A) («j fi, 7) be the co-ordinates of any two points 
in (1), 

(/j ff\ ^') (a J ^'> y) ^ t^® co-ordinates of any two points 
in (2). 
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Then the condition of parallelism requires that 



I • 



a'-/ P-g' 7 -A' 
Also, recurring to the investigation of Art. (8), fig. 7, 

«-/ ^ fi-g ^ 7-A 

hn — cm cl — an am — bl ' 

Jw' — cm' cZ'— an' am' — ftf * 
Hence, the required condition of parallelism is 
hn — cm cl—an am — hi 



hn* — cm cV — an am* — ftZ' 



(3). 



These two equations are equivalent to one only, since they 
may be written in the form 
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where it will be seen that the equaKty of any two members 
implies that the third is equal to either of them. 

Multiplying the numerators and denominators of the 
several members of (3) by T, m', ri and adding, we obtain 
the condition under the form 

(mw'- m'w) a + {riV - w'Z) i + {M-lm) c = (4). 

This is the necessary condition of parallelism, and is 
generalljr the most convenient form whicn can be employed. 
It is equivalent to 

{mn' — m'w) sin -4 + {nV — w'Q sin B + (Zm' — I'm) sin (7= 0, 
a form which we shall occasionally use. 

It will be observed that this condition is the same in 
form as that which results from the elimination of a, A 7 1^^* 
tween the equations 
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la, + m/3 + n7 = 0, 
ra + m'/3 + nV=0, 
aa + J)8 + C7 = 0. 

The last of these is, as we know, an equation which can- 
not be satisfied hj any values of a, 13, 7, since, as we have 
already proved (Art. 2), aa + i)8 + 07 = 2 A. Hence the equa- 
tion (4) may be looked upon as an expression of the fact that 
two equations 

h, + mfi + ^7 = 0, 

l'a + m'/3 + ny = 0^ 

cannot be simultaneously satisfied hj any values of a, fi, 7, 
or, in other words, that the two straight lines represented by 
them do not intersect, which is known to be a necessary con- 
dition of their parallelism, and also a suflScient condition, 
since the two straight lines are in the same plane. 

Although, however, no values of a, /3, 7 exist which will 
satisfy the equation aa+hfi+cy = 0, yet we can always satisfy 
the equation la + 'ni^ + ivy = 0, where the ratios I : m : n 
approach as nearly as we please to the ratios a : b : c. 

By referring to the investigation of Art. (7) it will be 
seen that, a, r, denoting the distances from A, of the points 
in which the straight line (Z, m, n) cuts A (7, AB respectively, 

gra , qr qr 

whence 



or 



It hence appears, that by making the ratios I: m: n suf- 
ficiently nearly equal to the ratios a: b : c, the values of q 
and r may be made as great as we please, in other words, 
that the straight line (Z, m, n) may be removed as far as we 
please from the triangle of reference. The limiting positioriy 
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therefore, to which the straight line (1, m, n) continually ap- 
proachesy and with which it ultimately coincides, when the 
ratios 1 : m : n continu^ally approach to, and ultimately 
coincide with, the ratios a : b : c, ii a straight line altogether 
at an infinite distance. 

This is often expressed by saying that the equation 

aa + hfi + cy = Of 

or the equivalent equation 

asin-4 + /8sin5 + ysin (7=0, 

represents the straight line at infinity. 

This phraseology is very convenient, and free from objec- 
tion, if the conventions on which it is adopted be clearly un- 
derstood. It is, however, desirable that attention should be 
called to the fact, that the equation 

aa + J)8 + C7 = 

is, in itself, impossible, — in fact, a contradiction in terms, — 
and can only be admitted as a limiting form to which possi- 
ble equations may continually tend. 

15. To find the equation of a straight line, drawn through 
a given point, parallel to a given straight line. 

Let {I, m, n) be the given straight line, (/, g, h) the given 
point, then the equation of the required straight line will be 

loL + m^ +nrY __aa + lfi+ cy 
lf+ mg+nh" af+ bg + ch ' 

For this straight line passes through the point {/, g, h), and 
does not intersect the straight line {I, m, n) ; since, if it did, 
we should have a(i + b^ + cy = 0. 

Since af+bg + ch = 2 A, this equation may also be written 
p. 2 
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Cor. The general equation of a straight line parallel to 
{I, m, n) is 

la + m/8 + ny =^ k {aa + bfi + cy)y 
where & is an arbitrary constant. 

16. To Jind the inclinations of a straight line, drawn 
through one of the angular points of the triangle of reference, 
to the sides which intersect in that point. 

Let the equation of the straight line AP be 

rig. 8. 




and let be its inclination to -4i?, the internal bisector of the 
angle A. 



Then 






-l-fi 



whence 



tan fjL^v 
2 
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.*. tanf^ 



1 — . tan' — 

fi-^-v 2 

_ fiBinA 
v + fi cos -4 * 

SImilaxly, tan ( ^ — ~ 1 = r* 

•'^ V 2y y^ + i/COS-A 

Hence, the inclinations of the given straight line to -4 J5, A 0, 
are determined. 

17. To find the condition that two given straight lines may 
be jperpendicular to one another. 

Let {I, m, n), (?, m, n) be the two eiven straight lines. 
Through A draw two straight lines parallel to them. These 
will be represented by the equations 

[ma — /5) /8 + [na — fc) 7 = 0, 
(w'a - Vb) ^ + (w a- I'c) y = 0. 

And these straight lines must be perpendicular to each other. 

If ^, ^ be the respective inclinations of these straight lines 
to the internal bisector of the angle -4, then, by the result of 
the last article, 

tan^ = -)y (--3 ^ tan-, 

(fc — na) + (ma— lb) 2 

tang- {l'c-na)-{rn^<^'n) A 
tan ^ - (Z'c - 7^ a) + (Wa - Vb) ^^"^ 2 • 

And, if these be at right angles to one another, 

l + tan^tang' = 0. 
Hence 

(fc — na) {I'c — n'a) + {ma — lb) (m'a — Tb) 

+ {(fc — na) {m*a — ? J) + {ma — ZJ) (?c — n'a)} cos u4 = ; 

a— ^ 
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/. IV {b^ + c' — 2bc cos A) + mm a? + nrio? 
— {mvL + w'n) a* cos A — (nV + n7) {ac — aJ cos ,4) 
— {Im' + i'w) (aJ — ac cos ,4) = 0, 

which, since J* + c' — 2Jc cos A = d^^ c — ft cos J. = a cos 5, 
J — c cos -4 = a cos Gy reduces to 

K'+ww'+W— (m7i'4w'/i)cosJ.— (7iZ'+7i'Z)cos-B— (Zm'+rm)cosO=0, 
the required condition. 

18. To find the perpendicular distance from a given point 
to a given straight line. 

Let f/J gj h) be the given point, (Z, m, n) the given straight 
line. Then, if q and r be the distance from -4, of the points 
where this straight line meets A (7, AB, respectively, we have 
shewn (Art. 7) that 

1 __ 1 na 

q^b^Wc' 

1 _ 1 ma 
r c Ibc* 

Now, let OL denote the distance from (/, g, h) to (Z, m, n). 
Then 

(2* + r^ — 2qr cos -4)* a' + gy + r A = t- (0/*+ bg + cA) , 

/I 1 2cosu4 \* , _ a/+ bg + ch g k 
\if r^^ qr J ^ ^' be r q 



=>g-3^Hi-i)* 



And from the values of q and r 

1 cos -4 1 cos^ , ,. a 

=7- (71 — m cos -4) 77- 

q T o c ^ ' JJbo 

_ q (?cos jg+^ cos ^— n) 
Wc • 
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Simxlaxly --— j^ ; 

1 1 2 COS ^ ( a fj . ,7 75 . A \ 

/. -1 + -« = 4=y5-5r(fc— wa)ucos^+mcos^— n) 

+ (Z6 — wa) (Zees (7+WC0S-4 — w)|- 



a 



= jnT-2 [^ (cos jB+ b COS C) + w'a + n^a — 2m7i a cos A 

— wZ(c + acos J5— Jcos-4) — Zw (J— c cos -4 + a cos (7)}, 

which, hj reduction, is equal to 

a* 
^75-j(?+m'+ 71*— 2mncos^— 27i?acos-B— 2lm a cos (7). 

Hence 

lf+ mg + nA 



a' = + 



(P + wi'+w'* — 2m7icos^ — 2nl cos 5— 2 Zm cos (7)* ' 
the required expression. 

It will be observed, that the numerator of this expression 
vanishes if the point (/, g, Ji) lie upon the line (Z, w, n), as 
inanifestlj ought to be the case. 

It wiU also be remarked, that the more nearly the ratios 
I I m I n approach to the ratios a : b i c, the less does the 
denominator of the above fraction become, and the greater, 
therefore, the distance from the point to the line; which is 
in accordance with the remark made in Art. (14). 



Examples. 

1. Find the equation of the straight line joining the middle 
points of two sides of the triangle of reference; and thence prove 
that it is parallel to the third side. 
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2. Find the equations of the straight lines, drawn through the 
several angular points of the triangle of reference, respectively at 
right angles to 

f+v=o, 3:+»=o, ^+?=oj 

c a a 

and thence prove that they intersect in a point. 

3. If be the angle between the two straight lines (^, nby n) 
(A, fly v), prove that 

^ _ Z\ + mfi +nv—{mv + nfi) cos A — (n\+lv) cosJB— (Zft+mX) cos (7 
(wv — Wft) sin -4 + (wX — ^v) sin ^ + (^ft — mX) sin (7 

4. On the sides of the triangle ABC, as bases, are constructed 
three triangles A'BG, AB'G, ABCj similar to each other, and so 
placed that the saigle BAV = B'AC = BACT, CB'A = G'BA = GA]ff, 
AffB = A'GB = AGF. Prove that the straight lines AA, BS, GC 
intersect in'one point. 

5. Prove that the straight line, joining the centre of the 
circle insciibed in the triangle ABG, with the middle point of the 
side BGj is parallel to the straight line joining A with the point of 
contact of the circle touching BC externally and JlB^ AG produced. 

6. On the sides BGy GA^ AB of the triangle AlBG, respectively, 
pairs of points are taken, B^, G ; G^j A^; A , B^; such that the 
points of intersection of BG with Bfi^, of uA with G^A^, and of 
AB with A^B lie in a straight line; BG^, GB^ intersect in Z; 
CA^, AG.iaM; AB^y BA^ in If. Prove that AL, BM, CN inter- 
sect in one point. 

7. From the vertices of a triangle ABG, three straight lines 
APy BQ, GR are drawn to pass through one point, and three 
straight lines -4P', BQ', GBf to pass through another point, the 
points P, F lying on BG, Q, V on GA, R, R on AB; BQ, CR 
meet AF in i>., D-, GR, AP meet BQ m JS, E^; AP, BQ meet 
GF in F^, F; GD^, BD^ intersect in L] AE^, GE^ in M) BF^, 
AF^ in i\r. Prove that AL, BM, CN intersect in a point. 
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Anharmonic Batio, 

19. We shall introduce, in this place, a short aoooont of 
harmonic and anharmonic section, as a famiUaril^ with this 
conception is useful in the higher geometiicai inyestiga- 
tions. 

Def. 1. If OP, OQ, OR, 08 l)e four straight lines in- 
tersecting in a point, the ratio 

miPOQ.AnRO S 
amPOS.ainQOB 

is called the anharmonic ratio of the pencil OP, OQ, OBj 
08f and is expressed hj the notation { . PQBS}^. 

Def. 2. If P, Q, Bf 8 he four points in a straight line, 
the ratio Jl' ^p is called the anharmonic ratio of the range 
P, Q, By 8, and may be expressed thus IPQB8]. 

In using these defbiitions, attention must be paid to the order 
in which the lines or points follow one another. Thus, the an- 
harmonic ratio of the pencil OF, OB, OQ, OS, is dijSerent from 
that of the pencil OF, OQ, OB, OS, the former being equal to 
waFOB.^QOS ., , . . sinFOQ.smBOS 

^FOS.BmQOB' ^^^^^^"^^ miFOS.ainQOB' 

Def. 3. If any number of straight lines, intersecting in 
a point, be cut by another straight line, the straight line 
which cuts the others is called a transversaL 

20. PfiOP. If four given straight lines, intersecting in a 
point O, he cut by a transversal in the points P, Q, R, S, the 
anikarmonic ratio of the pencil OP, OQ, OR, OS, will he equal 
to that of the range P, Q, R, S. 

* This notation is due, I believe, to Dr. Salmon. See his Conic Sections, 
p. 373 (third edition). 
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Fig. 9. 




For 



And 



QJn POQ Bin POQ sin OPS 
sin P08 " sin OPQ ' sin P08 

_PQ 08 
'^ 0Q'P8* 

sin BO S ^ smli08 sin OBQ 
sin QOB" sin OBS' sin ^OjB 

_B8 OQ 
"OS' QB' 

Bin POQ. sin BOS _ PQ.B8 
;'• BmJOS.BinQOB'^PS. QB' 

Thus the proposition is proved. 

Cor. 1. It appears, from the above proposition, that if a 
pencil be cut by two distinct transversals in P, Q, B, 8 and 
P, Q', B'j 8' respectively, the anharmonic ratio of the range 
P, Q, B, Swill be equal to that of the range P', Q', B\ 8\ 
since each is equal to that of the pencil OP, OQ, OB, 08. 

Cor. 2. It appears also that, if four points P, Q, B, 8, 
lying in a straight line, be joined with each of two other 
points 0, 0', the anharmonic ratios of the pencils OP, OQ, 
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OR, 08; O'P, O'Q, OR, ffS, will be equal to one another, 
since each is equal to that of the range P, Q, JJ, 8. 

21. Def. a pencil, of which the anharmonic ratio is 
unity, is called an harmonic pencil. 

A range, of which the anharmonic ratio is unity, is called 
an harmonic range, and the straight line, on which the range 
lies, is said to be divided harmomcally. 

From what has been said above, it will be seen that, if an 
harmonic pencil be cut by a transversal, the four points of 
section will form an harmonic range. And if four points, 
forming an harmonic range, be joined with a fifth point, the 
four joining lines will form an harmonic pencil. 

The line 08 is said to be a fourth harmonic to the pencil 
OP, OQ, OR; and the point >S to be a fourth harmonic to 
the range P,,^, R. 

The term harmonic is employed on account of the cir- 
cumstance, that if the points P, Q, R, 8 form what is above 
defined as an harmonic range, PR will be an harmonic mean 
between PQ and P8. 

For PQ.RS^PS.QR; 

.'. PQ {PS- PR) = PS {PR - PQ) ; 
.% PQ : PS :: PR-PQ : PS-PR, 
whence PQ, PR, PS are in harmonical progression. 

From the above proportion it appears that if PQ = QR, 
PS= 00 . Hence, if PR be bisected in Q, the fourth har- 
monic to the range P, Q, R is infinitely distant. Or, as it 
may otherwise be stated, if PR be bisected in Q, and P, 
Q, R be joined with any point 0, not in the line PR, the 
fourth harmonic to the pencil OP, OQ, OR, will be parallel 
to the transversal PQR. 

22. Prop. The external and internal bisectors of any 
angle form, with, the lines containing the angle, an harmonic 
^encit. 
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Fig. 10. 




Let the angle POB he biBected internally by OQ, let 
PO be produced to any point P', and let the angle P OB be 
bisected by 08, then 

sinPO^ = sin^OJK, 

sinP(9;8^=sinP'0/8' 

= &mli08; 

BmPOQ.&mBOS 
•'• sinPOS. sin QOB ' 

Hence the truth of the proposition. 



23. Prop. J^ ABC be the triangle of reference, and 
AD, AE straight tines respectively represented hy the equations 



^^hi:=0, fi + k'y = 0, 



K 



then -r will he the anharmonic ratio of the pencil AB, CA, 
AD, AE. 
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Let BC cut AD, AE respectively in i>, E, then since D 
is a point in the line )8 — yfcy = 0, 

BD L ABD crj c 
CD" i^AGD'^hfi^hk' 

and since JF is a point in the line /8 + A: y = 0, 

BE A ABE _ cy _ c 
CE" AAGE'^b^^hk'' 

BD.CE k' 
•'• BE.GD'k' 

or T- is the anharmonic ratio of the range jB, Cy i?, E\ that 

is, of the pencil AB, AC, AD^ AE. 

Cor. It hence follows that the straight lines respectively 
represented by the equations )8 = 0, j3—ky=0, 7 = 0, ^+ ky=^0, 
form an harmonic pencil. 

24. Hence we deduce a geometrical construction for the 
determination of the fourth harmonic to three given inter- 
secting straight lines. 

Let AB, AD, AC he three given intersecting straight 
lines, and let it be required to find a straight line AE, 
such that AB, AD^ A (7, AE shall form an harmonic pencil. 
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Fig. ... 




Through D, buj point of the second of the three given 
straight liDes, draw two transversals BDC, B'DC, cutting 
AB m B, M, AG in C, 0' respectively. Join ffC, BC, 
and produce them to meet in E, Join AE, then AE shall 
be the fourth harmonic required. 

For, let ABG be the triangle of reference, and let the 
equation of AD be /3 — &y = 0. Let the equation of B C be 

! Xa — ^7 = 0, 
. Xa + ^ = 0, 

.- AE ... ^■\-ky = 0, 

whence AE is the fonrth harmonic required. 

25. Prop. If ABC he a given triangU, P any given 
point ; and AD, ihe fourth harmonic to AB, AP, AC inter' 
sect BC w» D ; BE, ihe fourth harmonic to BO, BP, BA 



Then that of BC i 
BC. 
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intersect CA in E; CF, the fourth harmonic to CA, CP, CB, 
intersect AB in F ; then D, E, F lie in the same straight line. 

Let /, a, h be the co-ordinates of P. Then the equation 
of^Pis 

rig. 13- 




whence that of AD is 



g h 



= 0. 



Similarly, that of P^ is ^ 4- ^= 0, 



(7P...V- 



= 0. 
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From the form of these equations it will be seen that 
the straight line 

5+^+1=0 

passes through 2>, E^ F. Hence these three points are in a 
straight line. 

Cor. The converse proposition to that above enunciated 
may be demonstrated by similar reasoning. 

The point P, and the line DEF, may be called harmonica 
of one another with respect to the triangle ABC. 

By combining the proposition last proved with that 
proved in Art. (22), we shall obtain a demonstration of 
the statements made in Art. 6 ; that the points in which the 
external bisectors of each angle of a triangle respectively 
intersect the sides opposite to them, lie in the same straight 
line ; and that the points in which the external bisector of 
any one angle and the internal bisectors of the other two 
angles, intersect the sides respectively opposite to them, lie in 
the same straight line. 

These straight lines will be respectively represented by 
the equations, 

a + i8 + 7 = 0, /9 + 7-a = 0, 

ry + a-/8 = 0, a + /9-7 = 0. 



On Involution. 

26. Defs. Let be a point in a given straight line, 

and let 

P, F, Q, q, B, If 

be a series of points on that line so taken that 

op.OF=OQ.og=OB.oii:= 

= a constant J(? suppose. 

Then these points are said to form a system in involution. 
If ^ be a point such that OK^ = A:", iT is called a focus 
of the system. 
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If 1^ be positive, there will evldentlv be two sucli foci, 
one on each side of 0, if negative (and h therefore imagi- 
nary) there will be no real foci. 

The point is called the centre of the system. 

Two points, such as P, P, are said to be conjugafe to one 
another. 

It is evident that each focus is conjugate to itself, and 
that the conjugate of the centre is at an infinite distance, 
and that a point and its conjugate will be on the same, or 
difierent sides of the centre, according as the foci axe real or 
imaginary. 

The system will be determined when two foci, or a centre 
and focus, are given. It will also be determined if two pair 
of conjugate points be given ; as may be seen as follows. 

Let ^,^', J, j' be the respective distances of the four 
points from any arbitrary point on the line, x the distance of 
the centre from the same point. 

Then, by definition, 

(p-x) ip'-x) = {q-x) (q'-x) j 

which determines the centre. 

27. Prop. The anharmonic ratio of four joints is equal 
to that of their four conjugates. 

For, if OP^p, OQ^q, OB = r, OS==s, 

\s p)\r q) 

^ (p-q){r-s) 

ip-s) (2-r) 
which proves the proposition. 
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Cor. It is evident that [PQRF] = [P' QM'F]. 

28. Prop. Any two conjtigate points form, with the two 
foci, an harmonic range. 

Let K^K^ Tbe the foci, then 

K^P=p^h, K^P=^p + h, 

* p P 

then K,P.K^={p- h) (| + i) =| (p« - *•), 

and K,F.K^={k-'!^{h+p)=^{f-l^)', 

.'. K^P , KJP = K^P • KJPj 

or the four points in question form a harmonic range. 

Conversely, if there be a system of pairs of points in a 
straight line, such that each pair forms, with two given points, 
an harmonic range, the aggregate of the pairs of points will 
form a system- in involution, of which the two given points 
are the foci. 

29. A system of straight lines, intersecting in a point, 
may be treated in the same manner as a system of points 
lying in a straight line, the sine of the angle between any 
two lines taking the place of the mutual distance of two 

f)oints. It is not difficult to see that, if a system of straight 
ines in involution be cut by a transversal, the points of sec- 
tion will also be in involution. 
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SPECIAL FORMS OF THE EQUATION OF THE SECOND DEGREE, 

1. We now proceed to the discussion of the curve repre- 
sented by the equation of the second degree. We shall first 
prove that every curve, represented by such an equation, is 
what is commonly called a conic section; and then, before 
jjroceeding further with the consideration of the general equa- 
tion, shall investigate the nature of the curve corresponding 
to certain special forms of the equation. 

Prop. Every curve represented hy an equation of the second 
degree is cut hy a straight line in two points^ real, coinci- 
dent, or imaginary. 

The general equation of the second degree is represented 
by 

ua^ +v^ + v)^ + 2u'fiy+2vyoi + 2w' a^=0. 

To find where the curve, of which this is the equation, is cut 
by the straight line 

la + mj3 + n7 = 0, 

we may eliminate a between the two equations. This will 

give us a quadratic for the determination of - , to each of the 

two values of this ratio, real, equal, or imaginary, one value 
of a will correspond ; whence it appears that the straight line 
and the curve cut one another in two real, coincident, or 
maginary points. 

Hence, the curve is of the same nature as that represented 
by the equation of the second degree in Cartesian co-ordinates, 
and is, therefore, a conic section. 

F. 3 
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2. We shall now inquire what are the relations of the 
conic section to the triangle of reference, when certain rela- 
tions exist among the coefficients of the equation. 

First, suppose w, v, w, all = 0. 

The equation then assumes the form 

u'^y + vyoL + w'a^ = 0, 
which we shall write 

\^7 + firfOL + vap = 0. 

Now, if in this equation we put a = 0, it reduces itself to 

\y37 = 0, 

which requires either that yS = 0, or that 7 = 0. 

It hence appears that the curve passes through two of the 
angular points (J?, C) of the triangle of reference. It may 
similarly be shewn to pass through the third. Hence the 
equation 

\y37 + /Lt7a + va^ = 0, 

or, as it may also be written, 

a p 7 
represents a conic j described about the triangle of reference. 

3. Let us now inquire how the line 

fl V 

is related to this conic 

B 7 

If in the equation of the conic we put —+- = 0, or, 

which is the same thing, /A7 + j/yS = 0, it reduces to X^7 = 0. 

Hence the line — + i. = meets the conic in the points in 

which it meets the lines ^ = 0, 7 = 0; but these two points 
coincide, since the line in question evidently passes through 
the point of intersection of ^8 = and 7 = 0. Hence the 
straight line and the conic meet one another in coincident 
points, that is, they touch one another at the point A, 
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Similarly, the equations of the tangents at B and C are 

V K 

4. To determine the positton of the centre of the conic. 

Through the angular points A^ B, of the triangle of re- 
ference draw the tangents EAFy FBB, DOE. Bisect 

Fig. 14. 




AC^ AB respectively in H, 7, join Eff, FI, and produce 
them to intersect in 0. Then, since every straignt line 
drawn through the intersection of two tangents so as to bisect 
their chord of contact passes also through the centre, will 
be the centre of the come. 

3— ^ 
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Now, at the point JEj we have 

and at the point H 

/S = 0, C7 = fla. 

Hence the equation of UH is 



or 



vc \X fij Xa\\, fij ' 



Similarly that of FI is 






Hence, at the point 0, 

XaXfi v) fib\v \J vc \X fiJ ^ 

a ^ 7 

X fj, V 

— Xa + fji + vc Xa — fib + vc Xa •\- yJ) — vc' 

These equations determine the position of the centre. 

CoR. We may hence deduce the relation which must 
hold between \, /a, j;, in order that the conic may be a para- 
bola. For, since the centre of a parabola is at an infinite 
distance, its co-ordinates will satisfy the equation 

«a + 5^8 + C7 = 0. 
We hence obtain the following equation : 

XV + fi^b^ + i^c^-2fivhc - 2vXm — 2X/Lta6 =0, 



CONDITION FOB A PARAJBOLA, 37 

which is equivalent to 

± (^)* ± [t^f ± {vcy = 0, 

as the necessary and sufficient condition that the conic should 
be a parabola. 

5. To determine the condition that a given straight line 
may touch the conic. 

If the conic be touched by the straight line (Z, w, w), the 
two values of the ratio /8 : 7, obtained by eliminating a 
between the equations 

Xfiy + fjir/a + vafi = 0, 

la + mfi'{' 7*7 =0, 

must be coincident. The equation which determines these is 

-\?^7+ ifJi^ + v^) (wy3 + w7)=0, 

and the condition that the two values of yS : 7 be equal, is 

Afin . vm — {fim + vn — XZ)'= 0, 

or XV + fi^m^ + i^v? — 2/L61/ . mn — 2i/X . vl — 2\/a . Zm = 0, 

which is equivalent to 

± (XZ)* ± (/xw)* ± (im)* = 0. 

If this be compared with the condition investigated in 
Art. (4) that the conic may be a parabola, it will be observed 
that the parabola satisfies the analytical condition of touching 
the straight line aa + J^ + 07 = 0. This is generallv ex- 
pressed by saying that every parabola touches the line at 
infinity. 

6. To investigate the equation of the circle^ circumscribing 
the triangle of reference. 

This may be deduced from the consideration that the 
co-ordinates of the centre of the circumscribing circle are 
respectively proportional to cos -4, cos JB, cos G (see p. 4). Or 
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it may be independently investigated as follows. Draw EAF^ 
FAD^ DAE (fig. 2), tangents to the circle, then the angle 
EAG is equal to ABGj and FAB to AGB (Euc. ill. 32). 
Hence the equation of the tangent EAFmoBi be 

I _?_- >nf ■"• vj 



sini? sin G 



Fig. 15. 




or 



l+3:=o. 



are 



Similarly the equations of the other tangents FBD^ DGE 

c a 
a 
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and, compaxing these with the fonns of equations of the 
tangents given in Art. (3), we see that the equation of the 
circumscribing circle is 

a P 7 

or, as it may also be written, 

sin A sin B sin G ^ 
a P 7 

7. Having thus discussed the equation of the conic, cir- 
cumscribing the triangle of reference, we may proceed to in- 
vestigate that of the conic which touches its three sides. The 
condition that the conic 

may touch the line a = is, that the left-hand member of the 
equation obtained by writing a = in the above may be a 
perfect square. This requires that 

or w' = ± {vwy. 
Similarly, v' = + (vt^)*, 

are necessary conditions that the conic should touch the lines 
y8 = 0,7 = 0. 

We must observe, however, that if the conic touch all 
three of the sides of the triangle of reference, the three double 
signs in the above equations must be taken all negatively , or 
two positively and one negatively. For, if they be taken 
otherwise, the left-hand member of the equation of the conic 
wiU become a perfect square, as may be ascertained by sub- 
stitution, and the conic will degenerate into a straight line, 
or rather into two comcident straight Unes. 
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Taking then the double signs all negatively, and writing 
for convenience, U^ ]iP, -A^, instead of u, v, w, the equation 
of the conic which touches the three sides of the triangle of 
reference becomes 

which is equivalent to 

It may be remarked, that the condition that the point 
(Z, w, n) should lie in the above conic, is the same as the con- 
dition that the straight line (Z, m, n) should touch the cir- 
cumscribing conic 

Ll3y + Mya + NajS = 0. 
See Art. 5. This we shall return to hereafter. 

8. To find the centre of the conic. 

Let 2>, J?, -F be the points of contact of the sides BG^ 
GA, AB respectively. Join EF, FD, DE, bisect FD, BE in 
ffy /, join Bff, GI, and produce them to meet in 0. Then 
will be the centre of the conic (see p. 32). We have 
then to find the equations of BH, GI, which, by their in- 
tersection, determine 0. 

Fig. i6. 
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Let ^, ^j, Aj be the co-ordinates of 2>. Then^ = ; and 
g^^ Aj will be the values of yS, 7, which satisfy the equations 

Jf y3" + J^T*- 2ilCVJ37 = 0, 

or Mp -^7 = 0, 

and 5/9 + C7 = 2A. 

Hence, g, = -Tfr — yt- 2 A 

= i 2A. 

In like manner it may be proved that, if ^, 5^j, A, be the 
co-ordinates of -B, 

1^ 

Now, for 7, and therefore for every point in the line CT, 

a. R 

Therefore the equation of (7/ is 

a /9 



or 



Nh-ifMo Lc + Na' 

Similarly that oiBHha 

y _ a 
Ma+Lb~m + Mo' 
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Therefore at the point we have 

g ^ ^ ^ 7 
Nb + Mc Lc + Na Ma + Lb' 

These equations with 

aa + 5^ + C7 = 2 A 
determine the co-ordinates of the centre. 

Cor. Hence may be obtained the condition that the 
conic may be a parabola. For the centre of a parabola is in- 
finitely distant, its co-ordinates must therefore Satisfy the alge- 
braical relation 

aa + bfi + cy = Oy 

whence we get 

Lbc + Mca + Nab = 0, 

L M N ^ 

or - + -. + - = 0, 

a c 
as the required condition. 

This will be observed bv reference to Art. 9, to be iden- 
tical with the condition that the conic should touch the 
straight line, aa + bfi + cy = 0, and thus we are again led 
to the conclusion noticed in Art. 7, that every parabola 
touches the line at infinity. 

9. To find the condition that the conic should touch a given 
straight line. 

If the straight line (?, w, n) be a tangent to the conic, the 
values of the ratio /8 : 7, obtained by eliminating a between 
the equation of the conic and the equation 

Za + w^+W7 = 0, 

must be equal to one another. For this purpose, it is most 
convenient to take the equation of the come in the form 

± (ia)* ± (ilfyS)* ± (iV7)4 = 0. 
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Eliminating a, we then get 

or {Lm + Ml)fi+{Ln + Nl)y±2l{MN^)i=:0, 

and, if the roots of this, considered as a quadratic in ( - J 
be equal, we have 

or Lmn + Mnl+Nlm = Oy 

which may also be written 

I 171 fl 

It hence appears that the condition, that the line (Z, w, n) 
should touch the conic 

(ia)*±(ili}8)4+(iV7)*=0, 

is identical with the condition that the point (Z, w, n) 
should lie in the conic 

• L M N ^ 
a /3 7 

a result analogous to that obtained in Art. 13, chap. i. 

10. To find the equations of the four circles which touch 
the three sides of the triangle of reference. 

These may be obtained most readily by the employment 
of the equations for the determination of the centre, obtained 
in Art. 8. Thus, let it be required to find the ratios 
of L^ Mj N in order that the conic may become the iVi- 
scribed circle. At the centre of this circle we have, as we 
know, a = jff=7. 
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This gives, Tby the result of Art. 8, 

Nh + Mc = Lc + Na = Ma + Ll. 

To solve these equations, put each member equal to r, 
we then get 

c a ca^ 

a b " ah' 

Adding together the last two of these equations, and sub- 
tracting the first, we get 

r — ^ (^ + ^ "" <^) 

Similar expressions being obtained for M and N^ we 
see that 

T njr -KT h + c — a c + a — b a + b — c 

Li Ml N:: r : : f — 

be ca ab 

:: cos'— : cos' — : cos' — . 

A Ji A 

Hence the inscribed circle is represented by the equation 

cos — . a* + cos — . p4 + cos — . 73 = 0. 
Jt A J^ 

It may similarly be proved that the escribed circles, of 
which the centres are respectively given by 

-a=^=7, a = -/9 = 7> a = ^ = "-7, 
will be represented by the equations 



cos 



f:(-a)4 + sin^.^4 + 8in^.74 = 0, 
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S"^ 2"- «! + cosy (-^)4+ sin- .74 = 0, 

ABC 
sin — . a4 + sin - . /94 + cos— (- 7)* = 0. 

We may remark that, at every point in the circle -which 
touches BO externally, a is essentially negative, so that the 

form (— a)^ represents a real quantity. Similarly the appear- 
ance of (— iS)', (—7)* in the equations of the other two 
escribed circles may be accounted for. 

11. The next form of the general equation of the second 
degree which we propose to consider is that in which u\ v\ w\ 
the respective coefficients of 2^7, 27a, 2a)S, are all = 0. The 
equation then assumes the form 

We observe in the first place, that if this equation represent a 
real conic, the coefficients of a*, )8^, 7*, cannot be all of the 
same sign. Suppose the coefficient of a^ to be of a different 
sign from the other two, then writing, for convenience of 
future investigations, i*, —if, —N^ for w, v, w respec- 
tively, our equation assumes the form 

12. We have now to enquire how this conic is related to 
the triangle of reference. 

Putting ^ = 0, we get 

ia = + ^7. 

The interpretation of this equation is, that the two 
straight lines drawn from B to the points in which the conic 
is cut by CL4, form, with BG^ BAy an harmonic pencil. 

It may similarly be proved that the two straight lines 
drawn from C to the points in which the conic is cut by AB^ 
form, with CM, CB^ an harmonic pencil. 
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If we put a = 0, we get 

' Jf/3 = ± V(- 1) -ZV7, 

shewing that BG cuts the conic in two imaginaiy points. 
The analytical condition of harmonic section is, however, 
satisfied here also. 

13. We may next investigate the equations of the tan- 
gents drawn through the points -4, J5, G. 

If in the equation of the conic we put La = -N7, we get 
/3 = 0, shewing that the straight line La ~ ^7 = meets the 
conic in two coincident points, and, therefore, touches it. 

Similarly 

La + Ny = 0, ia-.JIf/3 = 0, ia + ify9 = 0, 

are tangents to the conic. 

The tangents to the conic drawn through A would be 
analytically represented by the equations 

Jf/3 = V(- 1) Ny, Mfi V(- 1) Ny, 

which shew that these tangents are {maginary^ or that the 
point A lies within the concavity of the conic. 

14. Since the two tangents drawn through B meet the conic 
in points situated in the line C-4, it follows that GA is the 
chord of contact of tangents to the conic drawn through J5, 
or that GA is the polar of jB, and B the poU of GA with 
respect to the conic. Similarly, (7, AB^ stand to one another 
in the relation of pole and polar. 

Again, since the pole of AB is the point C, and the pole 
o{ ACis the point J5, it follows that the line joining B and 
G is the polar of the point of intersection of -4 J5, A (7, i. e. 
that A is the pole of jB(7, and BG the polar of A. 

We come then to this conclusion, that when an equation 
of the second degree does not involve the terms fiy, 7a, a^j 
the conic represented by it is so related to the triangle of 
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reference, that each side of the triangle is the polary with 
respect to the conic, of the opposite angular point^. 

This is expressed by saying that the triangle is self-con- 
jugate with respect to the conic; or that the three angular 
points of the triangle form a conjugate triad. 

The geometrical properties of the conic having been thus 
established, we shall, in future investigations, write for the 
sake of symmetry of form, — U instead of U, so that the 
equation of the conic will be written 

It must here be borne in mind that one of the three quan- 
tities i, M, Nv& essentially imaginary. 

15. Any two conic sections represented by such equa- 
tions as 

have important relations to one another, which we proceed to 
consider. 

They will of course intersect in four points, which may 
be real or imaginary. We will first suppose them real, and 
represent them by the letters P, Q, B, tl. 

Now the locus of the equation 

passes through all the points P, Q, R, 8; and, since it may 
be resolved into linear factors, represents two straight lines. 
Suppose them to be PQ and jB& The intersection of these 
two straight lines is given by the equations 

* If the ooeffioients of /S* and y^ be equal, and the triangle of reference be 
right-angled at A, the form of the equation diews that A wUl be a focus of the 
conic, and BC the corresponding directrix. 
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(iW^ - i'^JT)* y8 = - {L"2P - i»JV'») 7, 
which evidently give yS = 0, 7=0. 
Hence PQ, US intersect in A. 

Similarly, PJJ, Q8 intersect in B, and PSy QR intersect 
in G. Hence, the angular points of the triangle of reference 
coincide with the intersections of the line joining each pair 
of points of intersection of the conies with the line join- 
ing the other pair. Hence also, if any number of conic 
sections be described about the same quadrangle*, and the 
diagonals of that quadrangle intersect in -4, while the sides 
produced intersect in B and (7, then A, B, form, with 
respect to each of the circumscribing conies, a conjugate 
triad. The points A, B, G may themselves be called vertices 
of the quadrangle, or of the system of circumscribing conies. 

It will be seen, from the preceding investigation, that any 
two conies which intersect in four real points can be reducea, 
by a proper choice of the triangle of reference, to the form 

The same reduction may also be effected in every case 
with the reservation that if two of the points of intersection 
of the conies be real and two imaginary, then two of the 
angular points of the triangle of reference (or vertices) will 
be imaginary and the remaining one real. If all the points 
of intersection be imaginary, the vertices of the conies will be 
all real. This we shall prove hereafter. 

16. To find the condition that a given straight line may 
Umch the conic. 

Let the equation of the straight line be 

la + m^ + 717 = 0. 

* I employ the term quadrangle in prefereDce to quadrilateral, considenDg 
a quadrangle as a figure primarily determined by four poinia, a quadrilateral by 
four indefinite straight lines. 
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Wbere this meets the conic, we have 

V (jn/3 + ni)\ + P {m^ + J^7») = 0, 
and, making the two values of /3 : 7 equal, we get 

whence iPJ^? + JPiW + i*i/*n» = 0, 



the required condition. 

17. To find the condition that the conic may be a paro'' 
hola. 

Since ever^ parabola satisfies the analytical condition of 
touching the line 

oa + S/3 + C7 = 0, 
the required condition becomes 

a* P c« ^ 

18. To find the co-ordinates of the centre. 

Let 5g, J5j be the points in which the conic is cut by GA^ 
then, if B^^ B^ be bisected in Q^ the line 5 § wiU pass 
through the centre. 

Now, let ^, 0, \ be the co-ordinates of JS,, 

Ay 0, \ B^. 

Then those of Q are 

and the equation of BQ will be 

Y « 

p. 4 
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Now f^j fi^^ the values of a given by the equations 

^ =0, 

aa 4- J^ + C7 = 2 A, 
which, eliminating /3, 7, are equivalent to 

T, ^^^ 2A.iy»a 

whence ^•'^^^^ LV + N^a* " 

Similarly ^«'*"**'^ J^VTXV* 

Hence the equation of BQ is 

7 __ a 

or — ^= — • 

c a 

This gives one straight line on which the centre lies. It 
may be similarly proved to lie on the straight line 

a i& 

Therefore the co-ordinates of the centre are given by the 
equations 

ra_]\Pl3_2Py 

a o c 

Combining therewith 

aa + Jy8 + C7 = 2A, 
we get for the co-ordinates of the centre 

a h c 

1} "W N' 

^^ k z2 A » 2A ii 7 j 1 9 2A it u fl * 

2? + S^"*"E^ T'^JP'^N* I/'^W'^N' 
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Each of these becomes infinite when the conic is a para-* 
bola, as manifestly ought to be the case. 

19. To find the eqtiatton of the circle totth respect to 
which the triangle of reference is self-conjuffote. 

It is a distinguishing property of the circle that the line 
joining the centre with any other point is perpendicular to the 
polar of that point. Hence the line 

b c ■""' 

which joins the centre with the point A, must be perpendicu- 
lar to a = 0. This gives (see Art. 5, p. 8) 

V 



&cos£ ccoaG* 

Similarly, since the lines joining the centre with JB, C 
are respectively perpendicular to 

/3 = 0, 7 = 0, 
we shall have 

ccos (7~acos-4' a cos -4 ~" J cos J?* 

Hence the equation of the required circle is 

a cos ^ . a* + i cos -B . )8* + c cos (7 . t' = 0, 

or sin 2-4 . a' + sin 2B.^ + sin 2(7. 7^ = 0, 

It will be remarked that this circle will be imaginary^ 
unless one of the quantities sin 2^, sin 2-B, sin 2 (7 be nega- 
tive, that is, unless one of the angles 2-4, 2J?, 2 (7 be greater 
than two right angles, or unless the triangle of reference he 
ohtuse^angled. 

Cor. By referring to the expressions for the co-ordinates 
of the centre of the conic, given in Art. 17, we see that at the 
centre of the circle we have 

a cos ^ = )8 cos 5 = 7 cos (7- 
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Or, the centre of the circle, with respect to which the tri- 
angle of reference ts self-conjugate, coincides with the intersec- 
tion of the perpendiculars drawn from the angular points to 
the opposite sides. This is otherwise evident from geometri- 
cal considerations. 

20. To find the equation of the conic which touches two 
sides of the triangle of reference in the points where they meet 
the third. 

Let AB, AG he the two sideB which the required conic 
touches in the points jB, (7. We then require that the con- 
stants in the equation 

La' + M0' + Ny +2\l3y + lfiya+ 2vafi = 

should be so related to one another, that when /9 = we have 
the two values of a = 0, and also when 7 = the two values 
of a may each = 0. 

Hence the two equations 

ia' + iV7' + 2/A7a = 0, 
La'+M^+2va^ = 0, 

must both be identically satisfied when a = 0, and ly no 
other value. This requires that 

iV=0, /A = 0, Jf=0, i/ = 0. 

Hence the equation reduces to 

Xa"+2\/97 = 0, 

or, writing _ ^« for — , 

A;V = /37. 

This equation, it will be observed, involves only one arbi- 
trary constant, as ought to be the case, since when a tangent 
aiid its point of contact are given, the conic is thus subjected 
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to two conditions, and, therefore, when two tangents and 
their points of contact are given, to four. 

• 

21. If any straight Kne whatever be drawn through -4, 
and meet the conic in P, Qj and be represented by the 
equation 

then BP, BQ will be represented by the equations 

from the form of which it is apparent that BAj BP, BG^ BQ 
form an harmonic pencil. Or any chord of a conic is divided 
harmonically by the conic itself any point on the chords and 
the polar of ike point with respect to the conic. 

22. We may observe, that the two straight lines repre- 
sented by the equations 

hoL = G)/9, Z;a = — 7, 

intersect on this conic whatever be the value of to. Hence 
any point on the conic may be expressed by giving the value 
of the ratio 

ha. 7 

If Q> be the value of this ratio at any point, that point 
may be denoted by the letter co*. The line joining the two 
points G), <o msLj be called the line od^\ 

23. To find the equation of the line ci)q>'. 
Let the required equation be 

hi + m^ + W7 = 0, 
we have then to determine m and n* 

Since, when hi = ©yS, Tcd^ — ^j 

* This mode of ezpreauon is £^Yen by Salmon in his Conic Section* • 
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we get IH hnG) = 0. 

Similarly 1 + -> + na/s= 0. 

TT G)' — (» Q>a> 

Hence m = 



and 



o> a>' CD + ci> ' 
1 



n = — 



Hence the line toto is represented by the equation 

24, 7b Jind the equation of the tangent at o. 

This is obtained at once, from the result of the preced- 
ing article, by simply putting co' = o. It will then be seen 
to be 

o>*y8 + 7 = 2g> • Jfca. 

25. To find the pole of omo. 

The pole of oxo is the point of intersection of the tangents 
at a>, <o\ 

It is therefore given by the equations 

260 . A;a — tD*/3 — 7 = 0, 

2g)'. A:a - G)'*)8 — 7 = 0, 
whence 

^a fi 7 



©• - »" 2 (o> - G)') 2(00)' (g) - « ) 



'\ > 



2Z;a 



-/Q-. jy 



or — — , = /3= _ 

26. To find the condition that a given straight line may 
Umch the conic* 

Let the equation of the given straight line be 

la + mfi + nyssO. 
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From Art. ^ it appears that if this straight line touch 
the conic, it must admit of being put in the form 

2a)k o)' 1 

• ___ ^_ ..M 

I m n 

whence ? = ^Jc^mUf 

the required condition. 

The co-ordinates of the point of contact of this line will 
be determined bj the equations 

— fa = 2m)8 = 2717. 

Cob. By writing a, J, c, respectively for Z, m, w In the 
condition of tangency just investigated, we see that the 
necessary condition in order that the conic may be a para- 
bola is 

Or the eqtuUion of the parabola totiching AB, AC tn B, 
C, is 

aV — 4Ac/3y. 

27. To Jlnd the centre of the conic. 

Since the conic touches AB, AC in BG, it follows that 
the straight line drawn through A^ and the middle point of 
BOf will pass through the centre. The equation of this 
straight line is 

J^-C7 = 0. 

If^,^j, Aj, j^,^,, A, be the co-ordinates of the points 
in which the straight line meets the conic, those of the 
centre will be 

/1+/2 ffi+ffi h±K 

"T"' 2 ' 2 ' 

^^^ fiy f%y ffi9 9v *i> K *^® *^® respective values of 
a, A 7, obtamed from the equations 

aa + i)8 + c7 = 2A, > 
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Eliminating 7, a between these, we get 
whence &+£.=_^^. 



Similarlj 



h, + A, 4.mA 



2 ^bc-^a^' 



These are the values y8, 7 at the centre. The correspond- 
ing value of a may be ascertained bj substitution in the 
equation 

. , — 2aA 

These values all become infinite when ^hc « a", as mani- 
festly ought to be the case, since, as has been shewn in Art. 
24, the conic is then a parabola. 
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1. A triangle is inscribed in a conic; prove that the points, 
in which each side intersects the tangent at the opposite angle, 
lie in a straight line* 

2. A triangle is described about a conic; prove that the 
straight lines, joiniivg each angular point with the point of contact 
of the opposite side, intersect in a point. 

3. f^d the equations of the normals to the conic Xfiy+fiya 
+ vap = 0, drawn at the angular points of the triangle of reference; 
and prove that they will intersect in a point if 
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4. Three conies are drawn, touching respectively each pair of 
the sides of a triangle at the angular points where they meet the 
third side, and all intersecting in a point. Prove that the three 
tangents at their common point meet the sides of the triangle 
which intersect their respective conies in three points lying in a 
straight line; and that the other common tangents to each pair of 
conies intersect the sides of the triangle which touch the several 
pairs of conies in the same three points. 

5. Prove that the points of intersection of the opposite sides 
of any quadrangle, and the point of intersection of the diagonals, 
form a conjugate triad with respect to any conic described about 
the quadrangle. 

6. If jS be the radius of the circle described about the triangle 
of reference, p that of the circle with respect to which the triangle 
of reference is self-conjugate, prove that 

p* + 4B^coaA cos ^ cos C= 0. 

7. If JBCf CA, AB be three given tangents to a conic, 
P, Qy R three points on the curve, and if the areas of the triangles 
PBCy FCA, FAB be denoted by |>„ ^,, p^ respectively, and three 
of the triangles obtained by successively writing Q and B in place 
of F by q^, q^ q^ r^, r^ r^ prove that 

(i'lS',^^*- (Pi?«^«)*+ ( A&^i)*- (2'.?i^a)*+ (MiO*- (r.^/i)*= 0. 

8. Prove that the diagonals of any quadrilateral described 
about a conic, and the lines joining the points of contact of oppo- 
site sides, all intersect in a point. 

9. A Eastern of conies is described touching three straight 
lines ; prove that, if one of the foci move along a given straight 
line, the other will describe a conic about the triangle. 

Hence prove that the circle, which passes through t|ie points 
of intersection of three tangents to a parabola, passes also through 
the focu& 
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CHAPTER HL 

ON ELIMINATION BETWEEN LINEAR EQUATIONS. 

1. Befose entering upon the discnssion of the conic re- 
presented by the general equation of the second degree, it will 
DC necessary to devote a few pages to the subject of elimina- 
tion between homogeneous Imear equations, and to explain 
some of the terms recently introduced in connection with 
this branch of analysis. 

We shall, however, only state and prove such elemetitary 
theorems as wiU be necessary in our future investigations; 
referring the reader who may be desirous of fuUer informa- 
tion to Salmon's Lessons on the Higher Algebra; Spottis- 
woode, On Determinants (the second edition of which will be 
found in Crelle's Journal^ t. 51, pp. 209, 328), and to the ori- 

final memoirs conununicated to various scientific Journals 
y Messrs Boole, Sylvester, Cayley, and others. 

2. If we have given n homogeneous linear equations, con- 
necting n unknown quantities a;^, x^...x^^ such as 

^1^1 "^ ^A + ... + Ofl^ii = 0, 

ZjjOyj + ^^, + ... + ^^ai;^ = 0, 

the quantities x^jX^»..x^ can be eliminated between them, 
and the result of the elimination may be expressed by 
omitting a; , a;, ... a;», and writing the coemcients only in the 
order in which they appear in the given Q^uations, thus 
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Cv| J Of • • • £»|| 

6j, 8, ... l^ 



= 0. 



The left-hand memW of this equation is what is called 
the determinant of the given system of equations. 

We proceed to investigate the law of its formation. 

3. First, suppose we have two equations, 

a^x^ + o^, = 0, 

Multiply the first by 6„ the second by o,, and subtract, 
and we get 

«! J, — o,Ji = 0. 



Hence 






We may remark in passing that we shall obtain the same 
result by eliminating X,, X, between the equations 



©iXj + i^X, = 0, 


a^Xj + J,Xj = 0. 




= 


a,, a. 



Hence 

A like theorem will be proved to be true for all deter- 
minants* 

4. Next, suppose we have the three equations 

C^X^ + CjO?, + CgSP, ■» 0. 



60 



MODEEN GEOMETBT. 



^ Multiply these equations in order by the arbitrary multi- 
pliers Xi, \, Xs, and add them together. Let the two ratios 
\j : \ : \ be determined by the conditions that the coefBci- 
ents of x^ and x^ in the resulting e(j[uation shall each be 
zero, i.e. let 






The resulting equation is then reduced to 

(«i\ + JiX, + c,\)aj,=:0, 

which requires that 

aA + JiXg + c^X, « 



■(B). 



Multiply the first of equations (A) by o., the second by 
a,, and subtract, we then get 

{aj>^ - a A) \ + (c,a, - c^a,) \ = 0, 



or 



Cj^» — ^8^1 ^ A "■ <^zK 



as i— — , by symmetry. • •• (C) • 

Hence, dividing each term of (B) by the corresponding 
member of (C) we get 



or 



«15 «2> «8 
^1> ^2' ^8 



+ Cl(«A-«8*8) 



=5 a. 



= a. 



^«> ^8 

^> *8 
^9> ^8 



+ *x 



-». 



^8J ^8 
««> ^8 



««> «8 



+ ^1 



+ c, 



^8> ^8 
*8» *8 

*8> *8 
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It will be seen that the above process is really equivalent 
to that of eliminating \j, \^, \ between the equations (A) 
and (B). Hence 

«8> *8> ^8 

5. Next, let us have the four equations 

^1^1+ ^2^2+ ^8^8+ ^4^4 = ^> 
*1^1+ *2^2 + *8^8 + *4»4 = 0, 

^A + ^2^2 + ^8^8 + ^4^4 = ^> 

To effect the elimination, multiply the equations in order 
ty \> \y \i \i ^^ them, and equate the coeflScients of 
x^j x^j a?4 severally to -zero. We shall then have 

(^,\ + h\+<^3\ + ^s\^^\ (A'), 

^4\ + ^4^+ ^4^ + ^4\ = 0) 

which equations involve as a consequence 

To determine the three ratios Xj : \ : X, : \, multiply 
equations (A') in order by fjb^ /jl^, fJL^j add, and equate to zero 
the coeflScients of \, \. We thus get 



djjb^ + d^jL^^ dji^ = Oj 



,(C'). 



Also (Oj/tt, + aji, + aji^ \ + {bji, + hji, + hji^ \ = 0, 

Now, treating equations (C) as equations (A) were treated, 
we see that 



r'a M'b .« 



/*4 



c^t-cA oA-Ctd^ c,dt-c,d,' 
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or 



where 



M, 




/*. 




/*4 


c,. d, 
C4. d^ 




C4. <^4 







^4> ^4 



+ ^ 






+ J4 



<J8> ^8 



a. 






+ a. 






+ a^ 



^8> ^8 



or 





\ 




^. 


c.. 




J., 


«.. 


d. 


i., 


c«. 


< 



^8> ^8' ^8 
«4> ^4? ^4 



which, by symmetry, are equal to 



\ 



«8> *8» ^8 
«4> *4J ^4 



«8> *.> 
«8» h> 
^4> Kf 



These equations may be more conveniently written in the 
following equivalent forms: 



^S> ^8> ^4 



**£ > 8 ' 4 
^> ^8' ^4 
^«> ^8J ^4 



«a> «8> «4 
*8> *8> *4 
^8J rf„ rf^ 



«8> «8> «4 
^, *8, ^4 
^«> ^85 <54 



Eliminating by means of these equations \ , X,, X3, X^, 
from equation B\ we get, as the result of the elimination of 
a?j, 0?,, a?8, x^ between the four given equations, 
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^19 ^«> ^8> ^4 

hy *«> Kf h 

^1> ^2J ^8> ^4 
^1> ^«» ^8> ^4 



= a. 



*., 


h, 


&. 




c,. 


c,. 


"« 


-h 


c?„ 


<?». 


d. 





+ c. 



«t. 


o„ 


«4 




*.. 


*.. 


h 


-d. 


d„ 


'?., 


d. 





«a> «8> «4 
^a? ^8> ^4 

^2> C?8, tZj 



^^1 *2> *8J *4 

I 

^2> ^8> ^4 



And since the above process is equivalent to the elimi- 
nation of \, X,, X3, \ between the equations (A') and (B'), 
we see that 



«15 «2> ^8> ^4 




«1J *i> Cj, C?j 


*1> *2> *8> *4 


^ 


«2> *2> ^2» ^2 


^U ^2> ^8> ^4 




«8» \y ^8> ^8 


^U ^2> ^8> ^4 




«4J *4J ^4> ^4 



6. The law of formation will be sufficiently obvious from 
the above investigations. If we have n lines and columns, it 
maj be similarly proved that 



«1> «2> ^8--^» 

^l> ^2> ^8'*"^» 






«2> *aJ Cj-.-AJj 
^8> ^8> ^8"*"^n 



= a. 



^a> ^s'**^* 



-J. 



^2' ^8'*'*^» 
^2' ^8'**^i» 



^2' ^S"*^* 



+ c. 



O3, ^8**'^n 

*2> *8"«^» 



A/a, ^a*««A7j 



+ ... + (^l)n-l^^ 



«2> «8' 
*2> *8- 
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It may also be proved that if we have « — 1 equations 
connecting n quantities \, X,...\„ such as 

a,\+ &3\ + C3\+ ... + A;3\, = 0, 

^ A + * A + ^ A + — + ^ A = ^» 
aA+*A+^*\+ — +>fc*\.=o, 

we shall obtain the following ratios between X^, \, X4...X,,, 

= ^i 



^8> ^8' ••^8 

• • 

a • 

. • 



^8> Cj...AJj 
^8> ^3*"^8 



• •• 




As) 0^»»»K^ 
^8' ^z"'^t 



^»> ^If'^K 



By reference to the expanded values of the determinants 






^l> ^> «8 
^l> ^i> ^8 



it will be seen that the former contains 1.2 or two terms, the 
latter 1.2.3 or six. It may also be proved that, if n quanti- 
ties be eliminated from n linear homogeneous equations, the 
resulting determinant will contain 1.2.3...n terms. For, 
referring to the relation between determinants of n and w — 1 
rows, given in Arts. 3 and 4, it will be seen that this 
theorem is true for a determinant of n rows, if it be true for 
one of w — 1. But it is true for three rows, therefore it is uni- 
versally true. 



7. The horizontal rows of a determinant are commonly 
spoken of as "lines," the vertical ones as "columns." It 
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will be observed, moreover, that each term is the product of 
n factors, one taken from each line and from each column, 
and that the coeflScients of one half of the terms are +1, of 
the other — 1. To determine the sign of any particular term 
we proceed as follows. Considering for simplicity the case of 
three rows, we have 



^1 > <^2 » ^8 



= «A^3 " « A^2 + «2*8^1 - «2^^8 + «A^2 ~ ^sVl* 



Here we observe, first, that (the factors of each term 
being arranged in alphabetical order, that is, in the order of 
the columns) the term a))^c^ (in which the suffixes follow 
the arithmetical order, that is, the order of the lines) has a 
positive coefficient. Now every other term may be formed 
from this by making such suffix change places with either of 
its adjacent suffixes a sufficient number of times. Thus the 
term a^^c^ is produced by simply making the suffixes 2 and 
3 exchange places. The term ap^c^ is produced by making 
the suffix 3 change places, first with 2, and next with 1, which 
is then adjacent to it. If this process of interchanging the 
suffixes of two consecutive letters be called a "permutation," 
we may enunciate the following law, which by inspection 
will be seen to hold. 

" Every term derived from the first by an odd number of 
permutations has a negative sign. Every term formed by an 
even number of permutations has a positive sign." 

Thus, it will be observed that the terms afi^c^; ^a^iCsj 
each of which is derived from ajb/i^ by one permutation, 
have negative signs. The terms ap^Cx\ ajb^c^^ each formed 
by two permutations, have positive signs. The term agSgCj, 
formed by three permutations, has a negative sign. 

In like manner, in the case of a determinant of four rows, 
if afi^c^d^ have a positive sign, such a term as ajb^c^d^, derived 
by two permutations, will have a positive sign, while aj)^c^d^y 
derived by three, has a negative sign. 

8. The sign of a determinant is changed hy interchanging 
any two consecutive lines or columns, 

F. 5 
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In the first place, we observe that 

y J = «A- «2^ = - (^«2- *2«i) = - 
Again, 



*i» h 



«!, a. 



«1> «2> «8 



= a. 



*2J *a 



^2> ^8 



-J, 



«2> ^8 
^2» ^8 



+ c, 



«2> «8 

*2» *3 



= — a. 



^2» ^8 
*2> *8 



+ C, 



^2> ^8 
*2> *8 



-k 



«2> «3 
^2> ^8 



by what has been shewn above, 



^1> ^8 J ^8 



The theorem enunciated is thus proved for determinants 
of two and of three rows, and may by successive inductions 
be extended to any number. 

Cor. It hence follows that, if any two lines or columns 
of a determinant be identical, the determinant will vanish* 
For we see, by the above theorem, that 



«15 «2» ^8 



^> *2» * 

hy *2> ^1 
and therefore = 0. 

9. We see that 



w^> *2» h 



«1> «2> «8 

^> *2> ^8 



=^ina^ 


K> h 


— ?7ii, 


«»» «^ 




^2 J ^8 


A 


^2? ^8 


+ TWCj 


«2> ^8 
*2, ^8 







=s m 



«1J «2J «8 
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Hence, if all the, terms in any line or column of a determi- 
nant be multiplied hy any given quantity ^ the determinant itself 
will he multiplied hy the same quantity. 

10. Def. From any given determinant, other determinants 
may be formed, by omitting an equal number of lines and 
columns of the given determinants. These are termed Minors 
of the given determinant, and are called first, second, &c. 
minors, according as one, two, &c. lines and columns have 
been omitted. Thus 



K h 




«1> «8 


^2' ^S 




^» h 



are first minors of 



«1> «2> ^8 



11. To investigate the relation which mtist hold amxmg the 
coefficients L, M, N, X, /it, i/, in order that the quadratic 
function 

La" + M/g* + Nt* + 2X/97 + 2/^a + "^^^^ 

may he the product of two factors of the first degree in 
a, K 7- 

The given expression is identical with 
{La -^-v^ + fj/y) a+ {va-^- M^ + -X/y) fi + {/jLa + \^ + Ny) y. 

Now, if the relation between L, M, N,\, /it, i; be such 
that, for all values of a, ^, 7, the three linear fimctions 

La + v^ + fi/y, va + M^ + Tiry, /la + X^ + Ny 

may bear to one another constant ratios {p : q : r, suppose), 
then the given expression will be the product of two factors, 
respectively proportional to 



La + v^ + fi/y^ poL ■¥ qP -\- ry. 



5—2 
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= 0, 



The necessary condition is then that 

La + v^ + fi^ _ va + if/3 + X^ _ /tta + X/3 + iVy 
^ q r 

for all values of a, yS, 7, and therefore for those which make 
the numerators of any two of the above fractions = 0. That 
is, values of a, /8, 7 exist, which simultaneously satisfy the 
equations 

La+ v^ + /jrf = 0, 
i;a + ifi8+\7=0, 

Hence, eliminating a, ^, 7, we get, as the condition that 
the given expression may be the product of two factors, the 
equation 

fi, \, N 
This expression 

the evanescence of which is the necessary condition that the 
given quadratic function may break up into two factors, is 
termed the Discriminant of that function. 

12. Pascal's Theorem. 

From the analytical result stated in Art. 6 of the present 
chapter, that the value of a determinant is not altered by 
changing its lines into columns and its columns into lines, we 
obtain a proof of Pascal's theorem, which asserts that 

If a hexdgon he inscribed in a conicy and the pairs of 
opposite sides he produced to inter sect^ the points of intersection 
fie in the same straight line. 



A 


V, 


/^ 


Vy 


M, 


X 


f^^ 


\, 


N 



pascal's theorem. 
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Let AFBDCE "be the conic; take ABC as the triangle of 
reference, and let the equation of the conic be 



^ + ^ + ?^ = 



(1). 



a /8 7 

Let the equation of AE be ^ = n^^ of AF be 7 = m^^^ 

BF ... 7 = Zja, of BD ... a = 7*^7, 
CD ...a=^ w,/8, of CE ... /3 = Ijx. 

Then, since D lies in the conic (1), we have \ +fjum^-\-vn^ = 0^ 

E Xl^ + fjL'\'vn^ = 0, 

F \l^-\-fim^+v = 0, 



whence 



1, w„ w, 



= 



(2) 



is the necessary condition that the six points A, F, B, i), 
C, E may lie in a conic. 

Again, if the pairs of opposite sides intersect in points 
lying in a straight line, let the equation of that straight line 
be pa-\-q^ + ry= 0. Then, since 

BF and CE intersect in this line, we have p + J^^ + ^h = ^> 

CD and AF jpm^ + q + vmQ = Oy 

^-Eand BD pn^ + qn^ + v = 0, 

1, h, h 
whence ^i, 1, ^g =^ (^) 

is the condition that these points of intersection may lie in 
the same straight line. But (2) and (3) are identical. Hence 
the proposition is proved. 



13. From Pascal's Theorem many interesting conse- 
quences may be deduced. Thus, if the point F coincide with 
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A, D with B, E with (7, then AF, BD, CE become the 
tangents at -4, J?, C respectively, and we obtain the theorem 
enunciated in Ex. 1. Chap, ii. Again, by supposing D to 
coincide with J?, and E with (7, we readily obtam the follow- 
ing theorem: "If the opposite sides of a quadrilateral, in- 
scribed in a conic, be produced to meet, and likewise the 
pairs of tangents at opposite angles of the quadrilateral, the 
four points of intersection will lie in the same straight line." 

And, by supposing F to coincide with -4, we obtain a 
geometrical construction, by which, having given five points 
of a conic, we can draw a tangent at any one of them. For, 
since AF then becomes the tangent at -4, we see that, if AEy 
DB be produced to meet in O^ AB, EG in H, and OH in- 
tersect CI) in /, then -4/ will be the tangent at A, 
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1. Prove that 



a, b, c, d 

b, a, dy c 

c, d, a, b 
dy c, by a 



= (a + h + c + d) (a -b + c - d) {a — b - c + d) {a-h b - c -d). 



2. If 






= A, 



^3> «1 



= A^ .... , prove that 



and that 



B ,B 

2» 3 



= 0. 



K 


^.. 


^, 


A. 


K 


A 


c.. 


0,, 


c. 



»!> »2> «3 

<^iy ^3» ^3 





«i> «» »s 


=z 


^. K K 




Ci. «iP «a 
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3. If 



6, c 



= ^ 



e, a 
z, X 



and 



b',c' 



= A', 



= 5, 

(/,a' 
z, X 



a, b 



= F, 






= C, 



prove that 



B, C 
B,G' 



G,A 

a A' 


s 

+ 


A,B 
A',B 


8 


XyyyZ 



{x' + y'+^. 



4. Prove that 



0, 1, 1, 1,... 

1, 0, a+6, a+c. 
1, 6+a, 0, 6+c... 
1, c+a, c+ft, .*.. 



saoc.t - + Y + - + ••• )' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ON THE CONIC REPRESENTED BY THE GENERAL EQUATION 

OP THE SECOND DEGREE. 

!• We may now proceed to the discussion of the gene- 
ral equation of the second degree, which we shall express 
under the form, 

u6^ + v^ •\- vyf -\- 2u*^fi + 2t;'7a + 2v)a^ = 0. 

This we may write, for shortness, ^ (a, ^, 7) = 0. 

This equation, as we have shewn (Art. 1, Chap, iii), 
represents a conic section, 

2. To find the point in which a straight line, drawn in 
a given direction throtigh a given point of the conic, meets the 
conic again. 

Let /, g, hy be the co-ordinates of the given point, a, ^, 7 
those of any other point whatever. Then, for all points of 
the straight line joining these two, the quantities 

«-/> P-gy 7-*> 

will bear constant ratios to one another. Let these ratios be 
denoted by ^ : g' : r, so that we have 

a—/ P—g 7— A 

^ = - — ^ = = 5, suppose. 

p q y ' ^^ 
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To find where the line again meets the conic, we must 
substitute in the equation of the conic 

f+ps for a, g-^qs for )8, h+rs for 7. 

We thus get, arranging the result according to ascending 
powers of s, 

<t> iff ffy^) + ^ {(«*i> + ^'? + v'^)/+ {'^P + V? + «*V) ff 
+ {vp + uq + wr) A} 5 + ^ (p, 2', r) «* = 0. 

The two roots of this equation, considered as a quadratic 
in «, determine the two points where the line meets the 
conic. 

Now, since (/ g^ h) is, by supposition, a point on the 
conic, it follows that ^{f,g, Ji) must be itself =0. Hence, 
one of the two values of 5, given by the above equation, will 
= 0, as ought to be the case, this value corresponding to the 
point ^^, A itself. The value of «, corresponding to the 
other point of intersection, will then be 

{up + w'q + v'r)f-^ (w'p + vq-hur) g + {vp-\-uq-{-wr)h 

Hence, the values of a, ^, 7, may be determined. 

To this value of ^, we shall hereafter have occasion to 
refer. 



be indefinitely close together, the value of 5, investigated in 

" =0. TI* 



3. To find the equation of the tangent at a given points 

If the two points in which a straight line meets the conic 
indefinitely close together, the 
Art. 2, must be = 0. This gives 

{up + w'q + vr)f+ {w'p + vg^ + u'r) g + {v'p + u'q + vrr) A = 0, 

or, 

{uf+ w'g + vh) p + {w'f-\- vg + u'h) q + {v'f^- v!g + wJi) r = 0. 

Hence, since, for every point on the line required, 

p q r ' 
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we get 

(«(f + wg + v%) a + {w'f+ vg + u%) ^ + (t?/+ u'g + wh) y 
= «/* + v/ + ^A* + 2tt'5rA + 2t;'A/+ 2w'fg 
= 0, since (/, g, h) is a point on the conic. 

The tangent, therefore, at (/J g, h) is represented by the 
equation 

{uf+ wg + v*h) a + {iof+ vg + u'h) ^ + {vf^- u'g + wh)y=^ 0. 

Obs. Those who are acquainted with the DijQTerential Calcu* 
lus will remark that this equation may be written thus, 

4, To find the condition that a given straight line may 
totich the conic. 

Let the equation of the given straight line b6 

Let {f, 9, h) "be the co-ordinates of its point of contact ; 
then, comparing this with the equation of the tangent just 
investigated, we see that we must have 

uf^- wg + v'h __ w'f-\-vg + u*h _ v'/+ u'g + wh 
I m n ' 

Representing each of these equivalent quantities by — i, 
we shall have 

uf+w[g + v'h+ Ik^O (1), 

«^/+ vg+uh + mh = (2), 

vf-k-vlg-^-wh-k-nk^O (3), 

Also, since (/, g^ h) is a point on the given line, 

lf-\-mg-\-nh=^0 (4). 
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Eliminating / ^, A, hy between (1), (2), (3), (4), we 
obtain 



W, V)\ v', I 


= 0, or 


w\ V, u', m 




Vy u\ Wf n 


■ 


Ij niy fly 





da" 
d'<l> 



dadp dadrf* 
cPp d^4> 



d^da' d^' 

drfdoL^ drfd^* 
I, m, 



I 



m 



n, 



n 



= 



as the necessary condition that the line {I, m, n,) should 
touch the conic <f) (/ g^ h) = 0. Expanding the determinant, 
this may be written 

{vw — u'^) P + {wu — v^ w* + {uv — w'^) n^+2 {vw' — uu') mn 
+ 2 {wu - vv') nl + 2 {u'v - ww') Im = 0. 

5. The coeflScients of P, m*, w", 27nn, 2nZ, 2Zwi, in the 
above equation, will be observed to be the several minors of 
the determinant 



Uy 


W'y 


v' 


Wy 


V, 


u' 


v\ 


1 

u. 


w 



They will frequently present themselves in subsequent 
investigations, and it will be convenient, therefore, to denote 
each by a single letter. We shall adopt the following 
notation : 

VW-^tA^^Uy WU — V'^=^Vy uv — VP = Wy 

v'w* — uu = TTy w'u — vv' = Vy u*v' — ww* = W\ 

The condition of tangency investigated in Art. 4 may 
then be written, 

[7P+ VrrH' + Wn^-\'2U'mn + 2V'nl+2W'lm = 0, 
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6. To find the condition that the conic may he a parabola. 

Since every parabola touches the line at infinity, the con- 
dition required will be obtained by writing a, J, c respec- 
tively in place of Z, m, w, in the condition of tangency. This 
gives, as the necessary and sufficient relation among the 
coefficients, 

Uy w', v\ a =0 

V, u\ w, c 
a, by c, 

or Ua'+rb^+Wc' + 2irbc + 2rca+2W'ab = 0. 



7. To find the condition that the conic may break up 
into two straight lines, real or imaginary. 

For this purpose it is necessary and sufficient that the 
expression 0(a, ^, 7) should break up into two factors. 
The condition for this has been shewn m Art. 9, Chap. ill. 
to be 



u. 



Wy V 



Wy V, 



u 



V, u. w 



= 



or uvw + 2uvv) — uu'^ — vv'^ — ww'^ = 0. 



8. To find the equation of the polar of a given point. 

If through a given point any straight line be drawn 
cutting a conic in two points, and at each point of section 
a tangent be drawn to the curve, the locus of the intersection 
of these tangents is the polar of the given point. We pro- 
ceed to find the equation of the polar of {f g, h). 

I^®* fv 9v K 5 X» ff^y K ^® *^® co-ordinates of the points 
in which any straight line drawn through (/, g, h) meets the 
conic. Then, since {f g, A), {f, g^, h,), {f, g^, h^) lie in the 
same straight line, we have 

fi3xK-92^^ +;? (^1/2- A2/1) + ^{fx9^ -/25'i) =0 (1), 
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(see Art. 12, Chap, i.) Again, the equations of the tangents 
a* ifv 9v K)y (Xj ff^y ^2) respectively, are 

/i {uoL + v/fi + vy) + g^ {w'a + v^ + u'y) + \{v'a +u'^+ioy) = 0, 
X {ua + w'^ + v'i) +ff^ [wa + v/S + u'y) + h^{va+u'^+ioy) = 0. 

Where these intersect, we have 

ua + w'^ + v'y _ w'a + v^ + u'y _ vo. + u'^ + wy . . 
9iK-9A ^1/2-^2/1 fi9^ -f^i 

Combining this with equation (1), we get 
f{tia + w'^ + v'y)+g{w'a + v^ + u'y) +h{v'a + u'^ + toy) =0, 
or {uf+ w'g + v'h) a + (w?y+ vg + uJi) ^+ («?/+ 1*'^^ + t^A) 7 = 0, 

as a relation which holds at the intersection of the tangents; 
and which, since it is independent of the values of y^, g^, \ ; 
f^y ^2» ^2» ™iist be the equation of the locus of the point of 
intersection of the tangents drawn at the extremities of any 
chord passing through (/, g^ h), that is, it is the equation of 
the polar of {f, g, h). 

It may also be written. 

It will be remarked that this equation is identical in form 
with that already investigated for the tangent at a point 
(/, g^ 7i) of the curve. In fact, when the point (/, g^ Ji) is on 
the curve, the polar and the tangent become identical. 

9. To find the co-ordinates of the pole of a given straight 
line. 

Let the equation of the given straight line be 

loL + m^ + n7 = 0. 
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If (/, g^ h) be the co-ordinates of its pole, we must have, 
applying the equation just investigated for the polar of 

uf-\- vJq + vli _ t^y*+ vg + nil __ v^f-\- v!g + wh 



m 



n 



Putting each member of these equations = — A:, we get 

uf+w'g + vh-\- ZA; = 0, 
wf-\- vg + uh + mh= 0, 
vf-\- ug •\'wh-\-nk = 0, 



whence 



w\ V, I 




u,w,m 




V, u, n 


V, u', m 
u\ w, n 




w, V, n 







These equations, together with 

af-\- bg + ch= 2 A 

determine the co-ordinates of the pole, 
written 



They may also be 



/ 



ff 



m+ W'm+ V'n W'l+ Vm + U'n V'l+ U'm + Wn ' 

10. To find the equation of the pair of tangents dravm to 
the conic from a given external point. 

Consider the equation 

0(a, A i)'^'h{{uf ^wg + vh) a + {wf-\'vg + uh) ^ 

+ {vf+ tig + wh) 7}' = 0, 
where A; is an arbitrary constant. 

This, being of the second degree in a, ^, 7, represents a 
conic; and meets the conic (a, A 7) = ^ i^ ^'^ two points 
in which that conic meets the line 

(%/+ vig + v'h) a + (w?/ + vg + w'A) /3 + (1;/+ ug + tt?A) 7 = 0, 
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and in these points only. Hence since two conies in general 
intersect in four points, it follows that in this case the four 
points of intersection coincide two and two, that is, the conies 
touch one another at the two points where they meet the 
above-mentioned line, or have double contact with each other. 

The arbitrary constant h may be determined by making 
the conic pass through any assigned point. Suppose now 
that the conic is required to pass througn the point (/, g, A), 
of which the line of contact is the polar. This gives, for the 
determination of Jfc, the condition 

<f> (/, ^, A) + ^ {(«/+ ^> + t?'A)/+ {w'f+ vg + v!h) g 

+ {vf+u'g-Vwh)h]\ 

whence ^ = — tt-^ jx . 

Hence the equation 

* (/, 9, h) <f> (a, ^, 7) - {{uf+ w'g + v'h) a 

+ {wy+ vg + uh) ^ + {vy+ u'g + wh) 7}' = 0, 

represents the curve of the second degree, passing through 
the point (/ a, h) and touching the conic ^ (a, /8, 7) = 0, at 
the points where the polar of this point intersects it. But 
this curve must evidently be coincident with the two tangents 
drawn from that point to the given conic ^ (a, ^8, 7) = 0. 

This equation may be put under another form, for the 
coefficient of a' will be found, by actual expansion, to be 

u [uf + vf + wh^ + ^vlgh + 2v'A/+ ^vSfg) 

- {u^f + wY + v''A' + 2v'wgh + 2WA/+ 2uwfg) 

= {uv - w") f+{wu- O A"* + 2 {uu' - vw) gh 
^Wg'+Vh''-2lTgL 

That of 2^7 is 
u' {uf + vg^ + wK" + 2ugh + 2v'A/+ 2wfg) 

- {wf^ vg + uh) (i?y+ ug + wh) 

= [uu' — vw)f + {u^ — vw) gh + {uv — uw) hf-V {w'u — vv) fg 
^^TTf^Ugh^ W'hf+ rjg. 
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Similar expressions holding for the coefficients of yS®, Y*, 
27a, 2a^, we obtain the equation of the two tangents under 
the form 

( Wg'+ Vh'-2 irffh)a'+{ Uh% Wf^2 rhf)^+{ rf+ i7/-2 W'fg) rf 
-2{Ur+ Ugh - Wy--V'fg) ^7 
-2 (F/ + FX/ - irfg ^Wgh) ya 
- 2 {WV+ Wfg - V'gh- U'hf) a^ = 0. 

If the point {f, g, h) be within the conic, these two tan- 
gents will be imaginary. 

11. To Jind the co-ordinates of the centre. 

Since the two tangents, drawn at the extremities of any 
chord passing through the centre, are parallel to each other, 
it follows that the^;ioI|j of the centre is at an infinite distance, 
and may therefore be represented by the equation 

aa + J^ + C7 = 0. 

Hence, if a, /8, 7, be the co-ordinates of the centre, we 
obtain, by an investigation similar to that of Art. 9, 



Hence, 



tixi + w'^ + V 7 + aA; = 0, 
w'a + v^ + M 7 + JA = 0, 

VOL + U^ + 2^ + Ci = 0, 



(A). 



a 




/3 




7 




h 


w\ v\ a 
V, u\ b 
u\ w, c 




u, w, b 
w, v', c 
V, u, a 




v, u\ c 
u, w\ a 
Wy V, b 




U, W , V 

w\ V, u' 
v', u\ w 



a 



or 



/8 



Ua + W'b + V'c W'a+ Vb+lTc V'a + U'b + Wc 

^ k 

uvw + 2u'v'w'— uu' — vv'' — ww'^ ' 

These equations determine the centre. 



ASYMPTOTES. 
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12. To find the equation of the asymptotes. 

Writing a, ^, 7, for /, ^, A, in the investigation of Art. 
10, and paying regard to equations (A) of Art. 11, the 
asymptotes will be found to be represented by the equation 

^(a, is, 7)0 (a, A 7) -{(«« + 6^8 + c7r}A;« = 0, 

or 0(a, A 7)0(a> A 7) - (2A)^ A;' = 0. 

But, multiplying equations (A) in order by a, /S, 7, and 
adding, we get 

'^(a, A 7)+2A.A; = 0. 

Hence the asymptotes may be represented by the equa- 
tion _ _ _ 

<A(a, ^, 7)-<^(a, A 7)=0, 

or <^ (a, i8, 7) + 2A . A; = 0, 

which may be put under the homogeneous form 

(aa + J/S + ^) (a, /S, 7) + A: (aa + S^ + 07)'^ = 0. 

But, by the final result of Art. 11, it may be seen that 

aa + Z>^ + o^ ^ Z7a" + FS"+Fy+2?rZ>c+2rca+2Traft 
Tc uvw + 2u'v'w' — uu^ •— vv"^ — t^ti?'* ' 

whence the equation of the asymptotes becomes 

{Ua^+Vb^+Wc^+2U'hc + 2V'ca + 2W'ab) <^(a, /3, 7) 
— {uvw + 2uvw — ww'* — W* — WM?'*) (aa + J^S + 07)' = 0. 



This may also be written under the form 



w, w\ v\ a 


<^ (a, A 7) + 


w, t^?', v' 


{aa + h^ + ori) 


w\ v, u\ h 




w', v, w' 




v\ u\ w, c 




v', Uf w 




a, J, c, 




F. 






i 



= 0. 
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_COR. It appears, from the preceding investigation, that 

if a, )8, 7 be the co-ordinates of the centre of the conic repre- 
sented by the equation 

4> (a? /8, 7) = uof+v^ + vrZ-h 2ufiy + 2vrfi + 2M?'a/8 = 0, 



then <f> {oLy )8, 7) = — 



w\ v\ v! 



4A* 



w\ Vy Uy h 

tly U\ Wy C 

a, by c, 



13> To find the condition that the conic may he a rect- 
angular hyperbola. 

If the equations of the asymptotes be 

la + m^ + 717 = 0, 
Z'a+w'y8 + w7 = 0, 

the condition of their perpendicularity is 

U + mTn! + nn — {mn! + mn) cos A — {nV + n'J) cos B 

- {Im + Vm) COB (7=0. 

Writing, for shortness, 

Ua''+Vb'+Wc' + 2U'bc + 2r'ca + 2W'ab = I)y 

uvw + 2uv'w' — uv!^ — vv^ — ww" = iT, 

we see, by reference to Art. 12, that 

IT _ mm ^ wn 



\ {mn' + m'n) ^ ^ (nV + n'T) ^ ^ [Im -h I m) 
Du - i:6c Dv' - Aca jy^?' - ASF ' 
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Hence the required condition is 

D{u + v + w — 2u'coaA — 2v' cos B — 2w* cos C) 
-Z'(a* + 5* + c"-2Jccos-4-2(5acosjB-2a&cos C) =0. 

Now a* + 5" + c* — 2bc cos A — 2ca cos 5 — 2ah cos (7= 
identically, hence the required condition becomes 

% + 1? + i^ — 2w' cos ^ — 2v' cos jB — 2w?' cos (7=0. 

Cor. It hence appears, that the condition that the 
conic 

u'^ + v'^OL + wa^ = 0, 

described about the triangle of reference, may be a rectan- 
gular hyperbola, is 

u' cos -4 + v' cos jB + ti?' cos (7 = ; 

that is, the conic must pass through the point determined 
by the equations 

a cos -4 = ^ cos jB fi= y cos (7. 

This point (see Art. 5, Chap, i.) is the point of inter- 
section of the perpendiculars let fall from each angular point 
of the triangle on the opposite side. Hence we obtain the 
following elegant geometrical proposition, that every rectangu- 
lar hyperbola described about a given triangle parses through 
the point of intersection of the perpendiculars let fall from 
each angular point of the triangle on the opposite side. 

Again, if t*', t?', w' be all = 0, the condition is 

% + v -I- w? = 0, 

proving that, if the equation 

ud^ + v^ 4- v)^ = 

represent a rectangular hyperbola, the curve will pass through 
the four points for which 

a = /3=:7, -a = ^ = 7, a = -i8 = 7, a = y3 = -7. 

6—2 
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In other words, if a rectangular hyperbola he so described 
that each angular point of a given triangle is the pole, with 
respect to it, of me opposite side, it will pa^s through the 
centres of the four circles which touch the three sides of the 
triangle, 

14. To investigate the conditions that the geufh&ral equation 
of the second degree shall represent a circle. 

The property of the curcle, which we shall assume as the 
basis of our investigation, is the following : that if, through 
any point, chords be drawn cutting a circle, the rectangle, 
contained by their segments, is invariable. 

Suppose then, that the curve, represented by the equa- 
tion 

uo? + v^ + vyf -\- 2ufiy + 2vyoL + 2waP = 0, 

cut BC in \, Cj, CA in c^, a^, AB in a^, h^. 

Fig. 17. 




then, if this curve be a circle, 

Ac^.Aa^ — Aa^.Ah^, Ba^.B\^B\.Bc^, Cb^.Cc^= Cc^.Ca^, 
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Let A, Ji be the respective distances of c^, a^ from AB\ 
g, g\ those of a, , \ from A G: then, multiplying the first of 
the above three equations by sin* A^ we get 

Now A, h' are the two values of 7 obtained by putting 
/8 = in the equation of the conic section, bearing in mind 
that, when /S = 0, 

aa + cy = 2A. 
This gives, for the determination of 7, the equation 
u{cy- 2 A)* + waV + 2ai? 7 (2A - 07) = ; 
whence, by the theory of equations, 

tic + war •-2vca 
Similarly, gg' = -^^^^^-^-^ . 

Hence, since Ac^ . Aa^ = Aa^ . -dig, we obtain 
wc* + t^a" — 2v'ca = va'* + w6' — 2w'ab. 

Similarly, from the condition 

£a^ , J? Jg = J?ij . JSCj 
we find va' + 1^* — 2w?'aJ = wb' + vc^ — 2u'bc. 

The condition (7Jj . Gc^ = Cfc^ . Cla^ 
gives wb' + vc' — 2ubc = wc* + t^^a* — 2v'ca, 

which also follows from the preceding two equations. Hence 
the equations 

wb^ + vc' — 2u'bc = iu?+ wo? — 2vca = vc? + wi" - 2wab 

are necessary conditions that the given equation should re- 
present a circle ; and, since they are two in number, they are 
sufficient. 
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15. To determine the intersection of a circle with the 
line at infinity. 

Since, at every point in the line at infinity, 

aa + J^S + C7 = 0, 
we shall have 



a = , 



/9' = - 



</ = - 



a 
b 



Substituting these values in the equation 

uof +v^+iorf + 2ufiy + 2v'y2 + 2w'afi = 0, 
we get 

or, multiplying by abc, 

(2ubc — VC* — wh^) afiy + (2vca — wa^ — v^) bya 

4- {2w'ah - w J" - va^ col^ = 0, 

which, if the conic be a circle, reduces to 

afiy +hy(x + cafi = 0, 

shewing that every circle intersects the line at infinity in the 
same two points as the circle described about the triangle of 
reference; that is, all circles intersect the line at infinity in 
the same two points. These points are, of course, imaginary. 

16. It majr be shewn, by a geometrical investigation 
similar to that m Art. 14, that if Pi? Ps' Ps ^^ ^^^ semi-diame* 
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ters of the conic respectively parallel to the sides of the 
triangle of reference, 

p^ {wh^ +v(?- 2u'hc) = p^^ {tu? + wa!' - 2vca) 

= Ps(va^ + uV''-2w'ab). 

Hence, if two conies be similar and similarly situated, 
the values of the ratios denoted by 

wb^ + v<? — 2v!hc : lu? + wc? — 2v*ca : va^ •{•vb^-^ 2w'ab 

must be the same for both. 

Hence, also, by reasoning similar to that employed in 
Art. 15, it follows that all conies, similar and similarly 
situated to each other, intersect in the same tioo points in the 
line at infinity. 

These points will be real, coincident, or imaginary, accord- 
ing as the conies are hyperbolas, parabolas, or ellipses. 

If the conios, in addition to being similar and similarly 
situated, are also concentric, they will touch one another at 
the two points where they meet the line at infinity. 

17. We have investigated, in Art. 10, the equation of 
the pair of tangents drawn to the conic from a given point 
(/> 9^ ^)' ^^ these two tangents be at right angles to one 
another, they may be regarded as the limiting form of a 
rectangular hyperbola, and must therefore satisfy the equa- 
tion investigated in Art. 13. This, therefore, gives as the 
locus of the intersection of two tangents at right angles to 
one another 

Wg'+VV^2U'gh+Vh^ + Wf-'2V'hf+Vf + Ug'^2Wfg 
+ 2 {Uf-\^ Ugh - Tfg - W'hf) cos A 
+ 2 (ry + FA/- Wgh - TTfg) coaB 
+ 2 (TFT+ Wfg - U'hf- Vgh) cos (7= 0. 

This may be shewn (see Art, 15) to represent a circle, as 
we know ought to be the case. 
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This equation may also be expressed in the following 
fonn 

{af+hff + ch)\^ /+ J 9 

U+V+2W'cosC j\ 

- (^ ^ ^j {agh+bhf+cfg)^0. 

If the conic be a parabola, then (see Art. 6) this breaks up 
into two factors, one of which is the line at infinity; ana 
the other must represent the directrix, since that is the locus 
of the point of intersection of two tangents to a parabola at 
right angles to one another. 

The appearance of the line at infinity as a factor in the 
result in this case may be explained as follows : Every para- 
bola touches the line at infinity, and this line also satisfies 
the algebraical condition of being perpendicular to any line 
whatever, since, whatever Z, m, n may be, 

al'\-hm-\-cn— {bn+cm) cos -4— {pl+ari) cosjB— (aw+JQ cos (7=0, 
identically. 

It therefore will form a part of the locus of the intersec- 
tion of two tangents at right angles to one another, the two 
tangents being the line at infinity itself, and any other tan- 
gent whatever. 

The directrix of the parabola is therefore represented by 
the equation 

F+ TF+ 2 U' cos A W+ U+ 2 F'cos B ^ 
a + 7 p 



a 



U+V-^2W'co^G ^ 
+ 7 = 0. 



MAGNITUDES OP THE AXES OP THE CONIC. 
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18. To find the magnitudes of the cuces of the conic. 

Let a, /8, 7 be the co-ordinates of the centre ; and, for 
shortness' sake, put 

a-a = a?, ^-/3 = y, y-y = z. 

Then if r be the semi-diameter drawn from the centre to 
<^5 A 7> W6 have (see Art. 3, Chap, i.) 

r' = — g(aco8^.aj^+icosjB.y'+ccos C.s?) (1). 

Again, from the equation of the conic, 

O = 0(a,A7)=^(a + a:, ^ + y, y + z) 

= 4^ fe /8, 7) + 2i» {m + w'^ + v'y) 

+ 2y {w'a + v/8 + w'7) + 2^; (?;'a + u^ + w?7) 
+ <j^ (a?, y, ;8f). 

Now, by Art. 11 of the present chapter. 



uoi + v)^ + v'7 _ woL + yy8 + ^ 7 __ v'a + ?*'^ + w?7 
a b c ' 

Also, aa;+5y+c^ =a(a- a) + 6 (/3~/8) + c (7-7) =0.... (2) ; 

/. j> (a?, y,z)=-<f> {a, ^, 7), 
or, Mcc* + vy* + wz^ + 2u'yz + 2vzx + 2t^'a:^ 



(See Art. 12, Cor.) 



W, tf?, v 






w?', V, w' 


(2A)' 


v', w', «^ 




w, ti?', V , a 




t^', V, w', S 




1?', t*', w, c 




a, 5, c. 


9 





(3). 
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Now the semi-axes are the greatest and least values of 
the semi-diameter. We have then to make 



4A' 
ahc 



r^ — a C0& A. a? + h cos B.y'+c cos C.s^, 



(4) 



a maximum or minimum, x, y, z being connected by the rela- 
tions (2) and (3). 

Multiply (2) by the indeterminate multiplier 2\, (4) by 
fi, adding them to (3), differentiating, and equating to zero 
the coefficients of each differential, we get 

ux + w'tf + v'« + \a cos -4 . a;+ /xa = Oj 
w'x+ vy 4-t^'i5 + X6cosif .y + /Lt6 = 0, 
vx + «*'y 4- 1(7« + Xc cos (7. « + /lm; = oJ 

Multiplying these equations in order by a?, y, «, and add- 
ing, we get 



,(5). 



w, w\ 


v' 




w\ V, 


u' 




v\ u, 


w 




u, w\ 


v\ a 


w\ V, 


u\ I 




w, c 


a, J, 


c, 






aoc 



Substituting this value of X in equations (5), and elimi- 
nating a?, y, z from the equations combined with (2), we 

obtain the following quadratic for the determination of -j : 



( 



as cos A 



-w, 



— V 



a, 



fhs cos B \ 



^v 



^u 



a 



— u 



( 



cs cos G 



-tvj, 



b, 



c 




= 0. 
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where s is written for 





u, 


w\ 


v' 




ahc 


w\ 


^, 


v! 






1 


u\ 


w 






u, 


w, 


v\ a 




w, 


V, 


u\ h 






^. 


w, c 




a, 


i, 


c, 






This equation determines the semi-axes. 
19. To find the area of the conic. 



1 . 



In the above equation, the coefficient of -j is 

— abcs^ {a cos 5 cos G+h cos (7 cos -4 + cos A cos B), 
which is equal to 

TTi — (sin A cos jB cos (7+ sin jB cos G cos A 



+ sin G cos A cos B) 



aVcV 



2A 



sin A sin J5 sin (7 = — 4A*. s\ 



The term independent of t^ is 

u, w\ v\ a 

v\ u\ Wy c 
a, J, c, 

Hence the product of the two values of «•* is 





4AV 




u, 


w\ v\ 


a 


w\ 


V, u\ 


I 


v\ 


u, w, 


c 


a, 


J, c, 
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The area of the conic is, therefore, 



2-77 Aaic 



w, w, V 



W, V, u 



u, 


w', v\ — a 


w\ 


v, u\ — b 


v\ 


u\ w, — c 


a, 


b, c, 



f 



From the above investigation may be obtained the crite- 
rion which determines whether the conic be an ellipse or 
hyperbola. For, in the hyperbola, the two values of r' have 
opposite signs, hence the curve will be an ellipse or hyper- 
bola according as 






V 



a. 



u, w. 



a 
b 
c 



b, c, 
is negative or positive ; or according as 

Ua!'+Vb'+Wc' + 2U'bc + 2V'ca + 2Wab 
is positive or negative. 



Examples. 

1. Each angular point of a triangle is joined with each of 
two given points; prove that the six points of intersection of the 
joining lines with the opposite sides of the triangle lie in a conic. 

2. A conic is described, touching three given straight lines 
and passing through a given point; prove that the locus of its 
centre is a conic. 

Express, in geometrical language, the position of the given 
point relatively to the straight lines, in order that the locus of 
the centre may be a circle. 
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Also find the locus of the given point, in order that the locns of 
the centre may be a rectangular hyperbola. 

3. In example 1, prove that, if the conic described about 
the triangle, and passing through the two given points, touch the 
line (^, m, n), the conic passing through the six points of intersec- 
tion will touch the line ( -7 > — > - ) • 

\l m n/ 

4. If Ay jff, (7, A\ J?', (7 be six points, such that the straight 
lines BV\ C'A\ A!J^ are the several polars of the points -4, j&, (7, 
with respect to a given conic, prove that 

The three straight lines AA\ BB^^ CCT^ intersect in a point; 
and that 

The points of intersection of BG with BfC, CA with C"-4', AB 
with A'B', lie in a straight line. 

5. If two triangles circumscribe a conic, their angular points 
lie in another conic. 

6. The equation of a conic circumscribing the triangle of 
reference, and having its semi-diameters parallel to the sides equal 
to ^j, r^ r^ respectively, is 

a h e _^ 

7. A conic always touches the sides of a given triangle; 
prove that, if the sum of the squares on its axes be given, the 
locus of its centre is a circle, the centre of which is the point of 
intersection of the perpendiculars let fall from the angular points 
of the triangle on the opposite sides. 

8. If 6 be the angle between the asymptotes of the conic, 
represented by the general equation of the second degree, prove 
that 



0, sin^, siujff, sin (7 
sin^, w, v/, vl 
sin^, vi^ V, v! 

sin (7, 1?', v!, w 



— (i6 + V + w? — 2w' cos A — 2v'cos B 
-2w7'cosC)'tan'tf = 0. 
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CHAPTER V. 



TRIANGULAR CO-ORDINATES. 



1. We shall now give a concise account of a system of 
co-ordinates which differs from that which has been the 
subject of the preceding chapters in assigning a slightly- 
different interpretation to the co-ordinates. In the system 
which we are about to explain, the position of a point P is 
considered as determined by the ratios of the areas of the tri- 
angles FBC, PGA, PA£, to the triangle of reference ABC. 
If these quantities be denoted by the letters x, y, z, they will 
be connected by the identical relation 

aj + y + « = l. 

2. In this method, as in that of trilinear co-ordinates, an 
equation of the first degree represents a straight line, and 
one of the second degree a conic. 

Again, since x : aa:: y : h^ :: z : cy, it follows tidat if 
the same straight line be represented in the two systems by 
the equations 

la + mjS + 7^7 = 0, 

Vx + m't/ + n!z'=0; 

.'. I : Va :: m : m'b :: n : nc. 

Hence we may pass from any relation among the coeffici- 
ents in the trilinear system to that in the present one, by 
writing la, mb, nc, for I, m, n, respectively. Similarly, in 
conies, we may pass from any such formula to the correspond- 
ing one, by writmg 

tia^, vb^, W(?^ ubc, v*ca^ w'ahy for w, v, w?, u\ v\ w' 
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And, since 



Z7= vw-'U^j 



we must write for Z7, JVZ7, and similarly for V and TF, 



Also, since 



TTf * f > 

U ^VW —UUy 



we must write for U\ d^hcU\ and similarly for F' and W\ 

Hence we obtain the following synopsis of formulas : 

The straight lines drawn through the angular points of a 
triangle, bisecting the opposite sides, are represented by 

y — 2? = 0, z-'X = 0, a;— y = 0. 
The internal bisectors of the angles, by 

2^«£ = ^-^ = --2^ = 
o c c a a 

The perpendiculars, by 

y cot B — z cot (7=0, zcotG^x cot A ^ 0, 
X cot A — y cot5= 0. 

The distance between two points, by 

{a'{y-y'){z'-z)+b'{z^z'){x'-x)+c'{x--x'){y'-y)]K 
or by 

(y+^-g^ {x-xy+ {c'W-h') (y-/)'H-(aVy~c^) (;^-;sTli 



1 



]' 



The condition of parallelism of the straight lines 
Ix + my + nz = Oj I'x + my + nz = 0, is 

= 0, 



1, 


I, 


r 


1, 


m, 


m' 


1, 


n. 


n' 



or mn — m'» 4- nV — w7 + Im' — Z m = 0. 
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The condition of perpendicularity, 
2ll'a^ + 2mm'V + 2nnc^ - {mn' + mn) [V + c* - a^) 

^{nV + Ti'Z) (c* + a* - J*) 
- {Im! + I'm) (a* + i«- c') =0, 
or {(Z - m) (r - n') + (Z - n) (f - n)} a* 
+ {(m- w) (m'- + (m-Z) (W-n)} J' 
+ {(n-Z)(n'-.7w') +(n-m) (n'-?)}c' = 0. 

The perpendicular distance from the point [x, y, z) to the 
line Ix + wy + 715? = 0, is 

(£b + Tw-y + nz) 2A 
{(Z-m) (Z- w) a*+ (m- w) (m - Z) J'+ (n- Z) (w- w) c'}^ ' 

The line at infinity will be represented by a? +y + 2? = 0. 

3. Again, in conies we have the following formulae : 
The conic will be a parabola, if 

u, w\ v\ 1 =0, 

W\ Vy u', 1 

v', u\ w, \ 
1, 1, 1, 

or if U+V+W+2U' + 2V' + 2W' = 0. 

A rectangular hyperbola, if 

or (w + w' — v' — w') a' + (t? + v' — w;' — u') h^ 

A circle, if 

v^-w — ^v! ^ w + u-'2v' __ u + v — 2w* 
a^ ~ l^ "" 7^~' 
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The centre is given by 





X 




w\ 


1 


1 


«. 


u\ 


1 


«', 


w, 


1 



y 



u\ 


w\ 


1 


w. 


v\ 


1 


v\ 


w, 


1 



z 




v\ u\ 


1 


u, w\ 


1 


w\ V, 


1 



or 



^ _ y _ ^ 

U+ V'+ W" V+ W'+ U'" W+ U'+ v 



The equation of the asymptotes is 



97 



u, w\ v\ 1 


^ (a?, y, «) + 


u, w\ v' 


w\ V, u', 1 




w', V, u' 


V, u\ w, 1 




v\ u\ w 


1, 1, 1, 







(a;+y + 2;)' = 0. 



Other formulae may be adapted in a similar manner. 



F. 



( 98 ) 



CHAPTER VI. 



RECIPROCAL POLARS. 



1. The theory of Reciprocal Polars, which will be 
treated of in this ch{q)ter, discusses the relations which 
exist between systems of points and straight lines which are 
the poles and polars of each other with regard to any conic ; 
and shews how from the properties of a curve, regarded as 
the locus of a moving point, may be deduced those of another 
curve which is always touched by the polar of this moving 
point with regard to a fixed conic. The theory is especially 
valuable when the conic, with respect to which the poles and 
polars are taken, is a circle. 

2. The polar of the point of intersection of two given 
straight lines is the straight line which joins the poles 
of those straight lines. This will readily be seen to follow 
geometrically from the definitions of a pole and polar ; or it 
may be analytically proved thus. 

Let the two straight lines be represented by the equations 

l^a + Wj/3 + n^y = 0.... (1), 

l^OL + mj3 + n^y = (2). 

At their point of intersection, we have 

« ^ /3 _ 7 ^ 
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The polar of this with respect to 

to which form every conic may, by suitable choice of the 
triangle of reference, be reduced, is represented by the equation 

{m^n^ - mj%^ La + {nj,^ - w^ZJ JfyS + {l^m^ — Ijn^ Ny^^O... (3). 

But the poles of (1) and (2) with respect to the same 
conic are given by 

Both these points lie on the line (3). Hence the propo- 
sition is proved. 

3. If a point move in any manner whatever, its polar 
will move in a manner dependent upon the motion of the 
point, and the curve which the polar always touches (its 
envelope^ as it is called) will have certain definite relations to 
the path traced out by the point. The locus of the moving 
point and the envelope of its polar, are called the polar 
reciprocals of one another. The use of the word reciprocal 
arises from the fact, which we proceed to demonstrate, that 
the locus of the point may be generated from the envelope 
of its polar, in the same manner as the latter curve was 
generated from the former. For shortness' sake we shall 
denote the two curves by the letters L and E. 

Let P, P* be any two points on i, the pole Q of the 
chord PP' will be the point of intersection of the correspond- 
ing tangents to E (that is, of the two tangents to E which 
are the poles of P, P with respect to the conic). Now let P' 
move along L up to P, then PP* ultimately becomes the tan- 
gent to Zf at P; moreover the polars of P and P approach 
indefinitely near to coincidence, and their point of intersection 
Q will ultimately be a point on E. But Q is the pole of PP*j 



ft 
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hence the polar of any point on E is a tangent to L. That 
is, if a point move along E^ its polar will envelope L, In 
other words, L may be generated from E, as -B was from L. 
In this consists the reciprocity of the curves. 

The process of generating E from i, or L from E^ is 
called reciprocating L or E, 

4. If the curve L be cut by any straight line whatever, 
the polars of the several points of intersection will be the 
several tangents to E^ drawn through the pole of the cutting 
line. And conversely, the several tangents drawn to L from 
any point will have for their poles the several points in which 
E is intersected by the polar of that point. 

If any two curves be reciprocated, the polar of anjr point 
common to both will be a common tangent to the reciprocal 
curves, and the pole of any tangent common to both will be 
a point of intersection of the reciprocal curves. Hence any 
two curves will have as many pomts of intersection as their 
reciprocals have common tangents, and as many common 
tangents as their reciprocals have points of intersection. 

If the curves touch one another, then two of their points 
of intersection coincide; and consequently the two corre- 
sponding tangents to the reciprocal curves will coincide, 
and therefore the reciprocal curves will also touch one an- 
other. 

5. From what has been said above, it will be seen 
that the total number of tangents, real or imaginary, which 
can be drawn to E ot L from any point (not on the curve 
itself) is equal to the total number of points, real or imagi- 
nary, in which L oi E is cut by any straight line, not a tan- 
gent to it. 

A curve, to which n tangents can be drawn through the 
same point, is said to be of the n*^ class^ and we may therefore 
express the above proposition by saying that the degree of a 
curve is the same as the class of its reciprocal, and the class 
of a curve the same as the degree of its reciprocal. 
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6. The number of tangents, real or imaginary, which 
can be drawn to a conic from a given point is known to be 
two. Hence, the reciprocal of a conic is intersected by a 
given straight line in two points, real or imaginary, and 
is therefore of the second degree, that is, it is itself a conic. 

7. This proposition may also be proved analytically 
as follows. 

Def. The conic with respect to which the poles and 
polars are taken is called the qtixiliart/ conic. 

We have seen (Art. 15, Chap, ii.) that any two conies 
may be expressed by equations involving the squares of the 
variables only. Let then the auxiliary conic be denoted by 

Lx' + M^ + Nr/=0 (1), 

and the conic to be reciprocated by 

la^^m^ + nr/ = (2). 

If {ff ff, h) be any point on the required curve, its polar 
with respect to (1) will be given by the equation 

In order that this may touch (2) we must have (see Art. 

16, Chap. II.) 

U M^ IP 

9-/»+— /+-A« = (3). 

(3), regarding f, g^h as current co-ordinates, is therefore the 
reciprocal of (2) with respect to (1). 

CoR. It hence appears that the three points which form 
a conjugate triad for two given conies, will also form a con- 
jugate triad for the reciprocal of one with respect to the 
other. 

8. To find the polar reciprocal of the conic 
with respect to 



E ! 
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[The conic, a* + ^ + 7^ = 0, is imaginary, but the analj 
tical process of finding the pole of a given straight line, c 
the polar of a given point, may be equally well performec 
whether the auxiliarv conic be imaginary or real, provide 
its coefficients be real.] 

Let /, 5^, A be any point on the required locus, its pol 
with respect to the auxiliary conic is 

/a+<7/3 + A7 = 0, 

and in order that this may touch the given conic, we mui 
have (Art. 4, Chap, iv.) 

0,/, 9, h =0, 

h, v\ u\ w 

or, (vw-w"*)/' + (t^-v'^/+(MV-w'*)A* 

+ 2 {vw' - uu) gh + 2 {w'u - vv') hf+ 2 {u'v - ww')fg = 0, 

which, adopting the notation of Chap, iv., may be written 
Uf+Vf+Wh^+2irgh + 2V'hf+2W'fg^0. 

This is therefore the required equation. 

It may be proved, in a similar manner, that if 

<^(a,/3,7)=0, t(«»A7)=0 

be the equations of any two conies, the equation of the rec 
procal of the first with respect to the second is 

dyfr dyfr dyfr 

da* d^' "^ 
d^(f> rf'j) rf'^ 



0, 



dyjr 

dyjr 

dfi dfi doL 

dyjr d*j> 



da'' 
d^4> 



dadfi' dady 
d^^ d^4> 



d^' 
d^4> 



d^dy 
d'<f> 



dy' dyda* dydfi' drf 



= 0. 
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9. Since the tangents at the extremity of any diame- 
ter of a conic are parallel to one another, it follows that 
the polar of the centre is at an infinite distance, and con- 
versely, that the line at infinity reciprocates into the centre 
of the anxiliary conic. Hence it follows that parallel lines 
reciprocate into points lying on a straight line passing through 
the centre of the auxiliary conic; and that the asymptotes 
of any curve, being the tangents drawn to it at the points 
where it meets the line at infinity, reciprocate into the points 
of contact of the tangents drawn fb the reciprocal curve 
from the centre of the auxiliaiy conic. 

Since the asymptotes of an hyperbola are real, while those 
of an ellipse are imaginary, it follows that the tangents, drawn 
from the centre of the auxiliary conic (supposed real) to the 
reciprocal curve, will be real or imaginary, according as the ori- 
ginal curve is an hyperbola or an ellipse. If it be a parabola, 
the reciprocal curve will pass through the centre of the conic, 
which IS in accordance with what has already been stated, 
that every parabola touches the line at infinity. Conversely, 
if one conic be reciprocated with respect to another, the reci- 
procal curve will be an ellipse, parabola, or hyperbola, accord- 
ing as the centre of the auxiliary conic lies within, without, 
or upon, the original conic. 

10. We have now suflScient materials for transforming 
any proposition relating to the position of lines and points, 
without reference to considerations of magnitude, into an- 
other. Before proceeding further, we will give a few exam- 
ples of this process. 

We will first take the following proposition. " If two of 
the angular points of a triangle move each along a fixed 
straight line, and each side pass through a fixed point, the 
three points lying in the same straight line, the third angular 
point will move along a straight Tine, passing through the 
intersection of the straight lines along which the other angu- 
lar points move." 

The reciprocals of the three sides of the given triangle 
will be three points, which may be considered as the angles of 
a triangle, which may be called the reciprocal triangle. Those 
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of the angular points of the first triangle will be the sides of 
the reciprocal. Those of the fixed straight lines, along which 
two of the angular points of the first triangle move, will be 
fixed points through which two of the sides of the reciprocal 
triangle pass. Those of the three points, lying in the same 
straight line, through which the sides of tne given triangle 
always pass, will be three straight lines, intersecting in a point, 
along which the angular points of the reciprocal triangle 
always move. Hence the data of the reciprocal proposition 
will be " Two of the sides of a triangle pass each through a 
fixed point, and each angular point moves along a fixed 
straight line, the three straight lines passing through the 
same point." In the given theorem, the thing to beproved 
relates to the motion of the third angular point. To this 
will correspond the third side of the reciprocal triangle. To 
the straight line, passing through the intersection of the 
two given straight lines, along which the third angular point 
may be shewn to move, corresponds a point lymg in the 
same straight line with the two given points, and through 
this the third side will always pass. Hence, under the cir- 
cumstances stated above as data of the reciprocal theorem, 
" the third side will pass through a fixed point lying in the 
straight line joining the two fixed points, through which the 
first sides pass*." 

* The given theorem may be expressed, by the aid of letters, as follows : 

Let PQR he the given triangle, and let its angular point Q move along 
a fixed straight lioe OX, its angular point R along a fixed straight line OYi, 
Also, let the straight line QR always pass through a fixed point F, RP 
through a fixed point O, PQ through a fixed point Jff, the three points F, G, H 
lying in the same straight line. Then the given theorem teUs us that the 
point P will always move along a fixed straight line, passing through 0. 

Now let the whole figure be reciprocated with respect to any conic section. 
Let the line which is the polar of any point be denoted by accenting the 
same wn^U, letter by which the point is denoted in the original figure ; the polar 
of Py for example, being denoted by P\ Then the point of intersection of the 
lines P', Q'f will be denoted by the ttoo letters P'Q'y and this will be the pole 
of the line PQ. We have then a triangle of which the sides are P', Q', R\ 
the side Q' always passing through a fixed point O'X", the side R^ through a 
fixed point (/ Y', Also the angular point Q,' R' always moves along a fixed 
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Again, turn to Example 4, on page 57, and let us inves- 
tigate the reciprocal theorem. The three conies touching 
respectively each pair of the sides of a triangle at the angu- 
lar points where they meet the third side, will reciprocate 
into " three conies passing respectively through each pair of 
the angular points of a triangle, and touching the lines joining 
them with the third angular point," that is, the sides of the 
triangle themselves. This condition, therefore, reciprocates 
into itself. The condition " all intersecting in a point" 
reciprocates into " all touching a straight line." Hence the 
data are, " Three conies are drawn, touching respectively 
each pair of the angular points of the sides of a triangle at 
the points where they meet the third side, and all touching 
a straight line." 

In the matter to be proved, we may first enquire what are 
the reciprocals of " the sides of the triangle which intersect" 
(that is, which do not touch) " their respective conies." These 
will be " the angular points of the triangle not lying on their 
respective conies." The three tangents at their common 
point will reciprocate into " the three points of contact of 
their common tangents." And the meetme; of the tangents 
with the sides will reciprocate into the lines joining the 
points of contact with the angular points. Hence the first 
thing to be proved is, " That the three straight lines joining 
the points of contact of the common tangent with the angu- 
lar points of the triangle not lying on the respective conies 
all pass through a point." 

Again, "the other common tangents to each pair of 
conies ' reciprocate into " the other points of intersection of 
each pair of conies," and *' the sides of the triangle which 

straight line F*, the point ^P' along a fixed straight line G' , the point 
P' Q,' along a fixed straight line W , the three straight lines F*, Q\ H' passing 
through the same point. Then the reciprocal theorem is that the side P' wiU 
always pass through a fixed point lying in the line Q,\ 

The student will find the above mode of transformation, in which a 
straight line is denoted by a single letter, and a point by the pair of letters 
representing any two straight lines which intersect in it, a useful mode of 
familiarizing himself with the method of reciprocal polars. 
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touch the several pairs of conies'* into the angular points of 
the triangle " common to the several pairs of conies. Hence 
the latter part of the theorem will run : '^ And that the same 
three straight lines respectively join the other point of inter- 
section of each pair of conies with the angular point of the 
triangle common to each pair/* 

11. After a little practice, the process of reciprocating 
a given theorem will be found to consist sunply in writing 
" straight Une" for " point," " join" for " intersect," " locus" 
for "envelope," &c., and vice versd. The word "conic" 
will of course remain unaltered* 

12. BrianchorCs Theorem, 

By reciprocating Pascal's Theorem (given in Art. 12, 
Chap. III.), we obtain Brianchon's Theorem, which asserts 
that 

"If a hexagon be described about a conic section, the 
three diagonals will intersect in a point." 

The student will find it usefiil to transform, by the 
method of reciprocal polars, the special cases of Pascal's 
Theorem, given in Art. 13, Chap. III. ; and to obtain a geo- 
metrical construction by which when five tangents to a conic 
are given^ their points of contact may he found, 

13. The anharmonic ratio of the pencil formed by four 
intersecting straight lines is the same as that< of the range 
formed by their poles. This may be proved as follows. 

Let OP, OQ, OR, 08 hQ the four straight lines, F, Q, 
R\ 8' their poles, which will lie in a straight line, the polar 
of ; let P, Qy B, 8 be the points in which the pencil is 
cut by the transversal FQR'8\ 

Let this transversal cut the conic in K^, K^. Bisect 
jfj K^ in F. Then, since PK^ PK^ is divided harmonically 
in P, K^, P, K^ (Art. 21, Chap, ii.), it follows that 

PK^.FK^^PK^.PK^, 
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Fig. I 8. 

whence 

{vp^ VK,) (Fz;+ vp) = {VP+ Fig (fz;- fp), 

which, since VK^ = VK^, reduces to 

FP.FP=FZ,S 
which, by similar reasoning, 

= VQ.VQ^VR.VE^V8.VS\ 

Hence the eight points P, Q, B, S, P, Q^ R\ 8' are in an 
involution, of which K^, K^ are the foci, and therefore 
(Art. 26, Chap. I.) 

{O.PQBSl^lP'QES']. 

14. In Art. 13, Chap. i. we saw that the condition that 
the three points (Z,, m^, n^), (?„ tw,, n,), (?,, m^, n^) shall lie 
in the same straight hne is identical with the condition that 
the three straight lines (Z,,Wj, n^), (Z,, w,, wj, (?8> ^8> ^s) 
shall intersect in the same point. Now these several points 
and lines are respectively the poles and polars of each other, 
with respect to tCima^aiy^conic 

o*+/3'+7*=0. 
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Thus the theory of reciprocal polars explains the fact 
that the condition for three points lying in a straight line 
is identical with that for three straight unes intersecting in 
a point. It also explains the identity of conditions noticed 
in Chap. ii. Arts. 7 and 9. 

For the reciprocal of the conic 

W + fi^^ + i/'r/ -• 2fivl3y - 2v\ya'-2\fial3 = (1), 

with respect to 

a« + i8» + y = 0, 

will be found to be 

\l3y + fj/y^ + val3 = (2). 

And the pde of (/, g, h) is /a + gl3 + hy==0. 

Hence if the hue JbL4-gl3 + hy=^0 touch (1), the point 
{f> ffy A) lies in (2), giving for the condition of tangency 

And if the line /a + ^^^ + A7 = touch (2), the point 
(^ 9t ^) li®8 i^ (2)> gi^g for the condition of tangency in 
tnat case 

Xy* + A^y + i^A* - 2ii.vgh - ^vkhf- 2\^fg = 0. 

These conditions of tangency axe identical with those 
already investigated. 

Again, every parabola touches the line at infinity. Now 
the co-ordinates of the pole of this line are proportional to 
a, 6, c. Hence, if the conic, represented by the general 
equation of the second degree, be a parabola, the point 
(a, 6, c) must lie in the reciprocal conic. This gives, as the 
condition for a parabola, 

Z7a^+FJ*+Fb' + 2Z7'Jc + 2F'ca + 2Tr'a& = 0, 
the same as that already investigated. 
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15. We next proceed to consider the results to be de- 
duced from the theory of reciprocal polars, when the auxiliary 
conic is a circle. It is here that the utility of the theory is 
most apparent, as we are thus enabled to transform theorems 
relating to the magnitudes of lines and angles. 

We know that, if PQ be the polar of a point T with 
respect to a circle, of which the centre is 8 and radius k, 
then 8 Twill be perpendicular to PQ. Let 8 Tent PQ in F, 
Then 

8T.8V=i?. 

Hence the pole of any line is at a distance from the 
centre of the auxiliary circle inversely proportional to the 
distance of the line. And conversely, the polar of any point 
is at a distance from the centre of the auxiliary circle, in- 
versely proportional to the distance of the point itself. 

16. If TX, TY be any two indefinite straight lines, 
P, Q their poles, then, since 8P is perpendicular to TX, 8Q 
to TY, it follows that the angle P8Q is equal to the angle 
XTY or its supplement, as the case may be. Hence, the 
angle included between any two straight lines is equal to 
the angle subtended at the centre of the auxiliary circle by 
the straight line joining their poles, or to its supplement. 

17. From what has been said in Art. 15, and the earlier 
articles of this chapter, it will appear that to find the polar 
reciprocal of a given curve with respect to a circle, we may 
proceed by either of the following two methods. 

First. Draw a tangent to the curve, and from 8, the 
centre of the auxiliary circle, draw 5 F perpendicular to the 
tangent, and on 8Y, produced if necessary, take a point Q, 
such that 8Q . /SZ= Ar. The locus of Q will be the required 
polar reciprocal. 

8econdly. Take a point P on the curve, and join 8P\ on 
8P, produced if necessary, take a point Z, such that 

8P.8Z^ie. 

Through Z draw a straight line perpendicular to 8P. The 
envelope of this line will be the required polar reciprocal. 
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18. To find the poUvr reciprocal of one circle with re- 
tpect to another. 

From what has already been shewn, we know that this 
will be a conic; we have now to investigate its form and 
position. 




Fig. 19. 



Let S be the centre of the auxiliary circle, 8 its centre^' 
k its radius, MPM' the circle to be reciprocated, its centre, 
MM* its diameter passing through 8^ p its radius. 

Through 8 draw any straight line cutting MPM' in P 
and Q. 

On 8PQ^ produced if necessary, take two points Y and 
Z, such that 

8P.8Y^8Q.8Z^1^. 

The straight lines drawn through Y and Z perpendicular to 
8P will be tangents to the reciprocal conic. 
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Now 8Y. 8Z^ 



SP.SQ^ p^-<?' 



which is constant. Hence, the reciprocal is a conic of such 
a nature that the rectangle under the distances &om 8 of anj 
two parallel tangents is constant. It is therefore a conic, of 

which 8 \& 9i, focus, and of which the axis-minor is r • 

It will be an ellipse, parabola, or hyperbola, according as p 
is greater than, equal to, or less than c, that is, accor£ng as 
the centre of the auxiliary circle lies within, without, or upon, 
that to be reciprocated. This agrees with what has been 
already shewn. Art. 9. 

Let 2a, 2&, be the axes of the conic, H its latus-rectum, 
6 its eccentricity. 

To determine their magnitudes, we proceed as follows. 
The axis-major will be in the direction BO. Let A^ A[ be 
its extremities. 

Tl^pn 2_ 1 1 8M+8M' _2p 

^^^^ 1^82'^ 8A''' i? "*»• 

A? 
Hence, Z = — , or the latus-rectum is inversely propor- 



tional to the rai 


iios of the circle. 


Again, 






a 




~ p*-c' ky 




<? 




~p" 




C 

or e = -. 
P 
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Thus the eccentricity varies directly as the distance 
between the centres of the circles, and inversely as the radius 
of that to be reciprocated. 

If rf be the distance from 8 of the corresponding directrix, 

rf = i = ^ P=.K 
e p' c c* 

or, the directrix is the polar of the centre of the circle 
MPM\ 

If 8 lie without the circle MPM^ the angle between the 
asymptotes of the reciprocal hyperbola will be the supple- 
ment of that between the tangents drawn from 8 to the circle 
MPM'. (See Art. 9 of this Chapter.) 

19. It will be observed that the magnitude of the radius 
of the auxiliary circle aiffects the absolute, but not the rela- 
tive, magnitudes, or positions of the various lines in the reci- 
procal figure. As our theorems are, for the most part, inde- 
pendent of absolute magnitude, we may generally drop all 
consideration of the radius of the auxiliary circle, and con- 
sider its centre only. We may then speak of reciprocating 
"with respect to /S," instead of "with respect to a circle 
of which 8 is the centre." 

20. We have now the means of obtaining, from any 
propertv of a circle, a focal property of a conic section. 
Take, \ox example, Euc. iii. 21. This may be expressed as 
follows : " If three points be taken on the circumference of a 
circle, two fixed and the third moveable, the straight lines 
joining the moveable point with the two fixed points, make 
a constant angle with one another." This will be recipro- 
cated into " If three tangents be drawn to a conic section, 
two fixed and the third moveable, the portion of the move- 
able tangent intercepted between the two fixed ones, subtends 
a constant angle at the focus." This angle will be found, 
by reciprocating Euc. iii. 20, to be one-half of the angle sub- 
tended at the focus by the portion of the corresponding 
directrix intercepted between the two fixed tangents. 
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Again, it is easy to see that " if a circle be described 
touching two concentric circles, its radius will be equal to 
half the sum, or half the difference, of the radii of the given 
circles, and the locus of its centre will be a circle, concen- 
tric with the other two, and of which the radius is half the 
difference, or half the sum, of the radii of the two given 
circles." 

Hence we deduce the following theorem. '* If two conies 

have a common focus and directrix, and their latera-recta be 

2Z, 2?, and another conic, having the same focus, be described 

UV 
so as to touch both of them, its latus-rectum will be ^ — j, , 

and the envelope of its directrix will be a conic, having the 
same focus and directrix as the given conies, and of which 

the latus-rectum is t=-v •" 

Again, take the ordinary definition of an ellipse, that it 
is the locus of a point, the sum of the distances of which 
from two fixed points is constant. This is equivalent to 
" the sum of the distances from either focus, of the points of 
contact of two parallel tangents, is constant." 

The reciprocal theorem will be, " If a system of chords 
be drawn to a circle, passing through a given point, and, at 
the extremities of any chord, a pair of tangents be drawn to 
the circle, the sum of the reciprocals of the distances of 
these tangents from the fixed point is constant." 

The known property of a circle that " two tangents make 
equal angles with tneir chord of contact" will be found, when 
transformed by the method now explained, to be equivalent 
to the theorem that "if two tangents be drawn to a conic 
from an external point, the portions of these tangents, inter- 
cepted between that point and their points of contact, subtend 
equal angles at the focus." 

21. Two points, on a curve and its reciprocal, are said 
to correspond to one another when the tangent at either point 
is the polar of the other point. Two tangents are said to 

P. 8 



114 MODERN GEOMETBT. 

correspond when the point of contact of either is the pole of 
the otner. 

The angle between the radius vector of any point (drawn 
from the centre of the auxiliary circle), and the tangent at 




Fig. 20. 

that point, is equal to the angle between the radius vector of, 
and tangent at, the corresponding point of the reciprocal 
curve. 

For, if P be the given point, PFthe tangent at P, and 8 
the centre of the auxiliary circle, and 5Fbe perpendicular to 
PF; and if F be the pole of PF, and FY' the jpolar of P, 
then F will lie on 8Y, produced if necessary ; and if 8Y* be 
perpendicular to FY'y 8Y' will pass through P. Hence, 
since 8F, FY, are respectively pei^endicular to F Y, 8Fy 
it follows that the angle 8PY' is equal to the angle 8F Y. 

22. We have investigated (Art. 10, Chap, iv.) the equa- 
tion of the two tangents drawn to a conic from any given 
point (/, ffj h). If in the right-hand member of that equa- 
tion we substitute for 0, © (aa + bj3 + 07)', © being an arbi- 
trary constant, we shall obtain the general equation of all 
comes of which these lines are asymptotes. Now, since the 
asymptotes of the reciprocal conic with respect to {f,ff,h)y 
are respectively at righ;fc angles to the two tangents drawn 



■ FOCI OP A CONIC. 115 

from {f, g, h), it follows that the family of conies thus ob- 
tained will be similar in form to the reciprocal conic. We 
may hence obtain equations for determining the foci of the 
conic represented by the general equation of the second de- 
gree. For since the reciprocal of a conic with respect to a 
focus is a circle, it will follow from the above reasoning that 
tlie family of conies obtained as above must, if (^ ^, A) be a 
focus, be circles also. Applying the conditions for a circle 
investigated in Art. 14, Chap, iv., it will be found that th^ 
terms involving <o disappear of themselves, and our condi- 
tions assume the form 

(Uh*+ Wf-2V'hf) <?+ {yf-\- V^-lW'fg) V 

+ 2{Trf+Ugh- W'hf- Vfg) he 

= (Ff + V^-^Wfg) a«+ (%•+ Vh^-^TTghy 

+ 2 ( r/ + Vhf- Vfg - W'gh) ca 

= (Tr/+ Vh*-2U'gh) h*+ {Uh^+Wf-2rhf) c? 

+ 2{W'V^rWfg- Tgh - IThf) ah, 
or 

( F5»+ Trc»+ 2 U'hc)f-2{ Vc+ Wb)f{hg+ch)+U{hg + chy 

= ( W<?+ W+ 2 Vca) g'-2{W'a+ U'c) g (ch+af) + V{ch + aff 

= ( W+ FS»+ 2 Wab) A»- 2 ( JT-J + Va) h («/+ hg) + Wiaf+hg)', 

equations which, since af+ hg + ch = 2A, may also be written 
under the form 

(Da»+ FS»+ W<f + 2U'hc + 2rca+2Wab)f 

+ 4A ( V'c + W'b - Ua)f+ 4 U. A' 

= {Ua' + 7b' + W(? + 2U'bc + 2rca + 2Wab) f 

+ AA(W'a+U'o-Vb)g + 4:r.A!' 

= {Ua'+ Vb'+ W<?+2irbc + 2V'ca + 2W'ai)h* 

+ iA{U'b+V'a-Wc)h + 4:W.A\ 

8— ^ 
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The equations, together with 

determine the co-ordinates of the foci. It will be ffeen that 
they give four values of/, g, A, two of which ate teal, two 
imaginary. 

If the conic be a parabola, then, applying the condition of 
Art. 6, Chap. vi>, these equations reduce to 

(F'c+Tr6-Ca)/+Z7A=(Pr'a+?rc- V^g-k- FA 

= (I7'J + F'a-.TFc)A+TFA, 

which give the focus in that case. 




Examples. 

1. Having given a focus and two points of a conic section, 
prove that the locus of the point of intersection of the tangents at 
these points will be two straight lines, passing through the focus, 
and at right angles to each other. 

2. Prove that four conies can be described with a given focus 
and passing through three given points, and that the latus-rectum. 
of one of these is equal to the sum of the latera-recta of the other 
three. 

3. On a fixed tangent to a conic are taken a fixed point A^ 
and two moveable points P, Q, such that AF, AQ, subtend equal 
angles at a fixed point 0, From F, Q are drawn two other tan- 
gents to the conic, prove that the locus of their point of inter- 
section is a straight Hne. 

4. Two variable tangents are drawn to a conic section so that 
the portion of a fixed tangent, intercepted between them, subtends 
a right angle at a fixed point. Prove that the locus of the point 
of intersection of the variable tangents is a straight Una 

If the fixed point be a focus, the locus will be the correspond- 
ing directrix. 
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5. Chords are drawn to a conic, subtending a right angle 
at a fixed point; prove that they all touch a conio^ of which that 
point is a focus. 

6. Three given straight lines BG, GA^ AJB, are intersected hj 
two other given straight lines in -4j, A^i B^, B^; (7j, C^ respectively. 
Prove that a conic can be described touching the six straight lines 
AA^, AA^, BB^, BB^, GG„ CG^ 

7. Ay B, G, S, are four fixed points, SB is drawn perpendicular 
to SAy intersecting BG in D, SB perpendicular to SB, intersecting 
GA in By SF perpendicular to SG, intersecting AB in F. Prove 
that Dy Ey F lie in the same straight line. 

Prove also that the four conies which have S b&b, focus, and 
which touch the three sides of the several triangles ABG^ AEFj 
BFDy CDE^ have their laterarrecta equal, 

8. Two conies are described with a common focus and their 
corresponding directrices fixed; prove that, if the sum of the re- 
ciprocals of their latera-recta be constant, their common tangents 
will touch a conic section. 

9. A conic is described touching three given straight lines 
BGy CA, AB, so that the pair of tangents drawn to it jfrom a given 
point 0, are at right angles to each other. Prove that it will 
always touch another fixed straight line; and that, if this straight 
line cut BG, GA, AB in I), E, F respectively, each of the angles 
AODy BOEy GQF is a right angle. 

Prove also that the polar of with respect to this conic will 
always touch a coiuo, of which is a focus. 

10. QA, OB, are the common tangents to two conies having a 
common focus Sy CA, CB are tangents at one of their points of in- 
tersection, BBy AE tangents intersecting GAy GB in D, E» Prove 
that Sy i>, i^ lie in the same straight line. 

11. A^y triai^gle is described, self-conjugate with regard to a 
given conic ; prove that, if a conic be described, touching the sides 
of this triangle, and having the centre of the given conic as a 
focus, its axis^minor will he constant. 

12. Prove that two ellipses which have a common focus, can-* 
not intersect in more than two points. 



118 MODERN GEOMETRY. 

23. Interesting results may sometimes be obtained by a 
double application of the method of reciprocal polars. Thus, 
Euc. III. 21 may be expressed under the form, " If a chord 
be drawn to a circle, subtending a constant angle at a fixed 
point on its circumference, it always touches a concentric 
circle." Reciprocating this theorem with respect to O, we 
get " If two tangents be drawn to a parabola, containing a 
constant angle, the locus of their point of intersection will be 
a conic, having a focus and directrix in common with the 
given parabola." Reciprocate this, with respect to any point 
whatever, and we get " If a chord be drawn to a conic, sub- I 
tending a constant angle at a given point in the curve, it \ 
always touches a conic having double contact with the given 
one.' 

The forms which these theorems assume, when the con- 
stant angle is a right angle, are worthy of notice. 



I 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



TANGENTIAL CO-OEDINATES. 



1. In the systems of co-ordinates with which we have 
hitherto been concerned, we have considered a point as deter- 
mined, directly or indirectly, by means of its distances from 
three given straight lines ; and we have regarded a curve as 
the aggregation of all points, the co-ordinates of which satisfy 
a certain equation. It is equally possible, however, to con- 
sider a straight line as determined by means of its distances 
from three points, which distances may be termed its co- 
ordinates; and to regard a curve as the envelope of all 
straight lines, the co-ordinates of which satisfy a certain equa- 
tion. 

This system is closely connected with the theory of reciprocal 
polars. In fact, it may be looked upon as a means of so inter- 
preting equations as at once to obtain the results which the 
method of reciprocal polars would deduce from the ordinary me- 
thod of interpretation. 

We may then define the co-ordinates of a straight line 
to be the perpendiculars let fall upon it from three given 
points -4, Jy, U. The lengths of these perpendiculars we will 
denote by the letters p, j, r, respectively, the lengths BG, GA, 
AB being represented as before by the letters a, 6, c, and the 
angles of the triangle of reference ABG being denoted by 
-4, By (7, and its area by A. 

2. Any two co-ordinates, q and r for example, will be 
considered to have contrary signs if the line of which they 
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are the co-ordinates cuts the line BG in a point jying between 
B and 0, otherwise to have the same sign. Thus, the in- 
ternal bisector of the angle A has its co-ordinates of contrary- 
signs, the external bisector of the same sign. The sign of 
p relatively to j and r will be determined in the same 
manner. 

K i) be any point on the line BG^ q, r, the co-ordinates of 
any line passing through it, and Bl}=ia^y GD = a„ distances 
measured^ along the line BG from B to G being considered 
positive, and from GtoB negative, it will readily be seen that 

?_ r 

Since this is a relation between the co-ordinates of any line 
passing through the point i), it may be considered as the 
eqtiation of the point J9. 

If i) be the middle point of BGy a^ = — flg, hence it 
appears that the middle points of the sides of the triangle of 
reference are represented by the equations, 

It may also be proved that the points where the internal 
bisectors of the angles meet the opposite sides, are repre-- 
sented by 

hq + cr = 0^ cr + ap=.0, op -{-1)^ = 0. 

The points where the external bisectors of the angles meet 
the opposite sides, by 

Jj — cr = 0, cr — a^? = 0, op — Jj = 0. 

The feet of the perpendiculars from the angular points on 
the opposite sides, by 

jtaujB + rtan G=0, rtan G+pteiXiA=^Of 
p tan ud + J tan 5=0. 
The points of contact of the inscribed circle, by 

« — 6 8'-c s — c a — a ' s — a « — 6 

where 25 = a + 6 + c. 
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3. We shall next prove the following proposition ; that 
if be any given point within the triangle ABO, then the 
co-ordinates p, q, r (their signs being taken in the manner 
already explained) of anv straight line passing through it, 
will be connected by the following equation, 

ABOO.2)-h^GOA.q + /SJL0B.r:^0. 




Fig. «i. 

Let the angle AOP=0; then, considering^ as negative, 
and 2 and r as positive, 

Bm{AOB-ff) = ^, 
sia{GOA-r+0)=-^, 

or sm{COA + 0)^^-^^ 

These equations may be written 
2) + AOBm0 =0, 

q + BOcoaAOB.8m0-^BOamAOB.coae^O, 

r+GOcoB COA .sine + GO sin GOAcoa 0^0. 
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Hence, eliminating sin 6 and cos 6^ 

-p.BO. CO &mBOC- q. CO.AO sin COA 

-r.AO.BO&mAOBc=zO^ 
whence 

ABOG.jp + AGOA.q+AAOB.r = 0. 

This equation may be regarded as the equation of the 
point 0. 

A similar equation may be proved to hold for any point 
without the triangle, BOU being considered negative, if A 
and be on opposite sides of BG. 

The foUowing are the equations of some important points 
connected with the triangle of reference: 

Centre of gravity, ^ + j + r = 0. 

Centre of circumscribing circle,^ sin2J.+ jsin2J5+r sin2 (7= 0. 
Centre of inscribed circle, op + 5 j + cr = 0. 

Centres of escribed circles, 

— ap + Jj + cr =0, 
ap'-hq + cr= 0, 
ap + hq — cr^O, 

Intersection of perpendiculars, 

p tan A + q tan B + r tSiJiG^ 0. 

4. We proceed to investigate the identical relation which 
holds between the co-ordinates of any straight line. 

Let any straight line cut the sides AB^ AG ot the triangle 
of reference in D, E. From A, B, G let fall AP, BQ, CM, 
perpendiculars on the line, then BQ = j, GB = r^ AP^^p. 

Through A draw QE parallel to BE^ and produce BQ^ 
GRj to meet it in Qy E. 
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Then 



Fig. n. 



BQ=q-p, CE=r-p, 



and BmqAB=^^L-P six,EAC=''^, and BAG^A. 

c 



Also 



Q'AB +B'AG+BAC=ir: 



Hence coa(^ABcosIi!AG—Bva^ABsmB'AC=—coBAy 
or COB Q'AB cobR AG = ^^ ~^)J^ ~^^ - coaA (1). 

Again, - cos QAB= cos {BA G + B:A G) 

= cos-4,cosjB'-40 T-^sinud .•.•(2) 



— cosjB'ud(7=co8-4.cosO'-4jB— 2-_£sin-4 

c 

Hence, by (2) and (3), 

sin .4 .cos QAB = r^ + - — - cos -4, 

o c 

sin -4 . cos B!AC= —- — --\ — r^ cos A ; 



(3). 
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whence, by (1), 

•'• *' (? -i>)'+ ^ (^ -"i^) - (*'+ ^-^') (2 -P) (r -P) = *"^ sinM, 
or a*(i? — 2)(/'""^) +^^(j — ^)(?— jP) +c^ (r— ;7)(r — 2) = 4AS 

This is the relation between the co-ordinates of any line 
whatever. 

Cob, Since the line at infinity may be considered as 
equidistant from -4, B^ and (7, it will be represented by the 
equations p=^q=^r* 

5. An equation of a degree, higher than the first, may be 
regarded as representmg the curve which is touched by all 
the straight lines, the co-ordinates of which satisfy the equa- 
tion of the curve. Adopting this mode of interpretation, the 
values of the ratios jp : q : r which simultaneously satisfy 
two given equations will be the co-ordinates of the common 
tangents to the two curves represented by these equations, 
and the values obtained by combining any given equation 
with an equation of the first degree, will represent all the 
straight lines which pass through the point represented by 
the equation of the first degree, and which touch the curve. 
From this it follows, that an equation of the n^ degree will 
represent a curve such that n tangents, real or imaginary, can 
be drawn to it from any point, that is, a curve of tne n^ 
class. 

It will hence follow that eveiy equation of the second 
decree represents a conic. We may proceed to consider some 
of its more interesting special forms. 
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6. To find the equation of a conic which totichea the three 
sides of the triangle preferences 

The co-ordinates of the sides of the triangle of reference 
are 

j = 0, r=:0 for BO, 

r = 0, p = for GA, 

^ = 0, q = X) for AB. 

Hence, the equation of the required conic must be satis- 
fied whenever two out of the three co-ordinates^, j, r are = 0. 
It must therefore be of the form 

Lqr + Mrp + Npq = 0» 

The equations of the points of contact are 

Q r ^ 
— -1 — = 

These may be established as follows: If in the given 
equation we make Mr ^ Nq = Oy we obtain either j = 0, or 
r = 0. It hence appears that the tangents drawn through 
fhe point Jlfr + -No' = 0, pass either through the point 2^ = 0, 
or through the pomt r = 0. But the three points 

lfr + -% = 0, ^ = 0, r = 0, 

lie in the same straight line ; hence the tangents drawn from 
Mr-\-Nq = coincide, that is, it is the point of contact of the 
tangent for which q = r=^0. Similarly for the other two 
points of contact. 

It will hence appear, by reference to the equations of the 
points of contact of the inscribed circle, given in Art. 2, that 
that circle is represented by the equations 

{s " a) qr + {s — h) rp + {s ^ (^pq = 0. 
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The escribed circles will be represented as follows : 
— sqr + {s — c) rp '\' {s — b) pq— 0, 
{s —c) qr — srp + (« — a)^j = 0, 
(5 — i) jr + (5 — a) rp — spq = 0. 

7. To find the equation of a conic circumscribed about 
the triangle of reference. 

The equations of the angular points of the triangle of 
reference are /> = 0, 2 = 0, r = 0. Now, since each of these 
points lies on the curve, the two tangents drawn through any 
one of them must coincide, hence when any one of these 
quantities is put=Oy the remaining equation must have two 
equal roots. The required equation will therefore be of the 
form 

iy + Jf Y + JV^/ - 2MNqr - 2NLrp - 2LMpq = 0. 

The co-ordinates of the several tangents at the angular points 
will be given by the equations 

^ = 0, Mq-Nr^^O^ 

2 = 0, Nr-Lp = Oy 

r = 0, Lp -Mq = 0. 

If the conic be a circle, the tangent at A will be deter- 
mined by the equations 

«=0 -i-= ^ 

which last is equivalent to b\ — cV = 0. 

Similar equations holding for the other two tangents, the 
equation of the circumscribing circle will be 

aY + SV + cV - 2&V2r - 2cV7y - 2a^Vpq = 0, 

which may be reduced to 

+ op* + b^ + cr* = 0. 
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8. By investigations similar to those in Chap. iv. Art. 8, 
it may be shewn that the equation of the pole of the line 
(/, g^ h) with respect to the conic 

<f> {p, J, r) = ujf + vg^+ wr^ + 2u'gr + 2vrp + 2w*pq = 0, 
is 
{uf+ wg + vK) p + («?y+ vg + u'h) q + (t?y+ u*g + wh) r = 0. 

Now, the centre is the pole of the line at infinity, which is 
given by the equations p = q=^r. 

The equation of the centre is therefore 
(w + V + w') p-\-{u' ^v-^-w') q-\-(y! •\-v* '^w)t = 0. 

If the conic be a parabola, it touches the line at infinity ; 
the condition that it should be a parabola is therefore 

w + 1? + 1(7 + 2w' + 2v' + 2t(?' = 0. 

9. The two points in which the conic is cut by the line 
[fi 9} A) ^® represented by the equation 

(See Chap. iv. Art, 10.) 

Hence, the two points in which it is cut by the line at 
infinity are given by 

4 [u-\-v-\-w-\-2v!+2v+2w) {up%vq^+wr^+2u'qr+2v'rp ■\'2w'pq) 
— {{u+v+w')p+{u+v+w')q+{u'+v'+w)rY=0. 

Hence may be deduced the equation of the two points at 
infinity through which all circles pass. For these are the 
same for all circles. Now, for 4he inscribed circle they are 
obtained by putting 

u=^v = w = Of 2u =8 — 0, 2v' = « — 5, 2w' = 5 — c« 

The equation then becomes 

4^{{8—a)qr+ (s — h) rp + {s — c) pq] ^ (ap + Jj + cr)'=0, 

or a'p^+b^^+c^r^—2bcqrcoaA ^2carp coaB—2dbpqcoa (7= 0, 
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which may also be written 

the equation of the two circular points at infinity. 

10. Every circle may therefore be represented by the 
equation 

^ {Jip +mj + nr)' = 0, 
where ^ + ttij + nr =± is the equation of the centre. 

Hence may also be deduced the conditions that the equation 
up^ + v^ + vyn^ + 2uqr + 2v'rp + 2w'pq = 

may represent a circle. For, comparing this equation with 
that just obtained, we get 

U V w 

"■ 2w' 2i?' " 2w?' 

Putting each member of these equations s= "k^ they may be 
written 

Jc cos -4 + i^'i = — mn, ca cos 5+ v'A: = — n?, 
oi cos C-^-w'k = — Z«i. 

These equations give 

(52 - v;fc) (c' - wh) = (Jc cos J. + w'A)', 
or {vw - w") F — {v(f + wV + 2u'hc cos -4) A: + 5 V sin' -4 = 0. 

Again, we get 
{a^—uh) {be cos A + uk) + {ca cos B -f v'k) {ab coq C+ w'k) =0, 
or {v'w' ''Uu)}(?+{a{aU'\- Jcos(7.v' + ccosJ5.?i?')— 5ccos-4.w} A; 

— a* 5c sin 5sin = 0. 
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Now, since 5V sin* A = a^bc sin B&m C= (2 A)*, these equa- 
tions may be written under the form 

{vw -'U^)l?-' {v(? + wV + 2u'bc cos A)k + 4A' = 0, 

{vw-uu)k^+ {a {au+bv cos G+cw'coaB)-bccosA\u] fc+4A'=0. 
Combining these with the four similar equations, we get 

{wu — v** + wv — ti?" — 2 {vw' — uu')} k 

— {w (&' + c" — 2bc cos A) + va^ + wa^ + 2aV 

+ 2ct;' (c cos -B + 5 cos G) + 2aw {b cos C+ c cos B}] = Q, 

^^ (t* + 1? + 1^ + 2tt + 2v + 2m7') a'* "" 

Two other corresponding expressions may of course be 
obtained for k, and the required condition is therefore 

wu— !?'*+ uv '-w'^—2 {v'w—uu) __ wv — w'^-\-vw —u* — 2 (w'u—vv') 

a' ■" F ' 

__ VM? — u'^ + WU — t?'* — 2 (w'v' — ww) 



Examples, 

1. A parabola is described about a triangle so that the tan- 
gent at'one angular point is parallel to the opposite side; shew that 
the square roots of the perpendiculars on any tangent to the curve 
are in arithmetical progression. 

2. A conic is circumscribed about a triangle such that the 
tangent at each angular point is parallel to the opposite side ; shew 
that, if j7, ^, r be the perpendiculars from the angular points on any 
tangent| 

3. Shew that the equation of the centre of this conic is 

JE> + g' + r = 0. 

F. 9 
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4. Conies are drawn each touching two sides of a triangle at 
the angular points and intersecting in a point ; prove that the inter^ 
sections of the tangents at this common point with the sides cutting 
their respective conies lie on one straight line^ and that the common 
tangents to the conies intersect the sides in the same three points. 

5.* A system of hyperbolas is described about a given tri- 
angle ; prove that, if one of the asymptotes always pass through 
a fixed point, the other will always touch a fixed conic, to which 
the three sides of the triangle are tangents. 

6. A parabola touches one side of a triangle in its middle 
point, and the other two sides produced ; prove that the perpen- 
diculars, drawn from the angular points of the triangle upon any 
tangent to the parabola, are in harmonical progression. 

11. There is another system of Tangential Co-ordinates, 

which bears a close analogy to the ordinary Cartesian system. 

If a;, y be the Cartesian co-ordinates of a point, referred to two 

rectangular axes, then the intercepts on these axes of the polar 

of the point, with respect to a circle whose centre is the origin, 

. . A" A" 

and radius k^ will be — , — respectively. These intercepts 

■Z/ y 

completely determine the position of the line, and their reci- 
procals may be taken as its co-ordinates, and denoted by the 
letters f , 17. 

12. In this system, every equation of the first degree 
represents a point. 

Let a^ + hrj — l 

be an equation of the first degree. 

Draw the straight lines OX, OF at right angles to one 
another; on OX take the point -4, such that OA^a, and on 
Y take the point -B, such that OB = h. Draw AJP, BP 
perpendicular to OX, Y respectively, meeting in P. 

Then, the equation 

af + 5^7 = 1 

shall represent the point F* 
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Fig. «3. 



Through P draw any straight line, meeting^ OX, OF in 
H, K^ respectively, llien, if f , iy be the coHordmates of 
this line. 



OH 



-?, 



OK 



= 7), 



Hence 



af = 



*,= 



OAKP 
OH~HK' 

OB HP 
OK~HK' 



a relation which is satisfied by the co-ordinates of every line 
passing through the point P. This equation therefore repre- 
sents the point P. 

13. In this system, as in that described in the former part 
of the present chapter, an equation represents the curve, the 



132 MODERN GEOMETRY, 

co-ordinates of whose tangents satisfy it, and an equation of 
the n^ degree will therefore represent a curve of the n^ class, 

14. If the perpendicular OQ let fall from on the 
straight line HK (fig. 23) be denoted hj p, and the angle 
QOXhy <l>, we shall have 

«. cos d> sin d> 

f=-^' "=-7-' 

and a point will then be represented by the equation 

a cos ^ + 5 sin ^ =p ; 

an equation which, if d^ + V be put = c', and — =tana, 
becomes ^ = c cos (^ — a) , 

We thus obtain a method of representinff curves by a 
relation between the perpendicular from a fixed point on the 
tangent and the inchnation of that perpendicular to a fixed 
straight line. These may be called the tangential polar co- 
ordinates of the curve. This method will be found discussed 
in the Quarterly Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics^ 
Vol. I. p. 210. 



Examples. 

1. Prove that the distance between the points af+ 5];=: 1 
ai + yiy = l, is {(a'-a)" + (6'-5/}*. 

ft 

2. Prove that the cosine of the angle between the lines (^, tjY 
(t W) is ^^' "** ^' 

3. Prove that the distance from the point (af + 617 = 1) to the 
line (f ., v) ia « + H " 1) H' + '/.T *• 
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4. Prove that the equation i' + rf-^ 2Pi + 2Qri + 22 = 0, repre- 
sents a conic, of which the focus is the origin. 

What are the co-ordinates of its directrix ? What is its eccen- 
tricity, and what its latus-rectum ? 

5. Prove that the equation p = a + ccos^ represents a 
circle ; and determine the radius of the circle. 

6. trove that the evolute of the ellipse a'i' + b'rf =^ I is 
represented by the equation 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

ON THE INTERSECTION OF CONICS, ON PROJECTIONS, AND ON 
THE DETERMINATION OP A CONIC FROM FIVE GIVEN 
GEOMETRICAL CONDITIONS. 

1. We shall here say a few words on the subject of the 
intersection of two conies, as an acquaintance with this branch 
of the subject will be useful in future investigations. 

Since every conic is represented by an equation of the 
second degree, it follows that any two conies intersect in four 
points, which may be (t) fill real, (2) two real and two ima- 
ginary, or (3) all imaginary. 

2. Through these four points of intersection three pairs 
of straight lines can be drawn. If the four points be called 
P, Qy By 8, the pairs of straight lines will be PQ and BSy 
PR and Q8y P8 and QB. If PQ and B8 intersect in i, 
PB and Q8 in if, P8 and QB in Ny the points i, Jf, N are 
called (see Art. 15, Chap, ii.) the vertices of the quadrangle 
PQB8. Also the three points i, M, N will form, with 
respect to every conic passing through the points P, Q, By 8^ 
a conjugate triad ; and therefore, each of them will have the 
same polar with respect to all such conies. 

3. The equations of the pairs of lines PQy B8, &c. (the 
sides and diagonals of the quadrangle) may be found as 
follows. Let the equations of the conies be 

^ (a, ^, 7) = «*»' + v^+ W+ 2w'^7 4- 2t?'7a + 2tt?'a^ = 0. . . (1), 

i^ (a, A 7) =;>«' +q^+rr/+ 2p'fiy + 2qya + 2r'afi = 0. . . (2) ; 

then everv conic passing through their four points of inter- 
section will be represented by an equation of tne form 

4> (a, A 7) + ^ («, ^, 7) = (3). 
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If the left-hand member of this equation break up into 
two factors, the conic degenerates into two straight lines, real 
or imaginary. The condition that this should happen is 



U'\'pky w*'\'Thy v'+j'^ 



= (4), 



a cubic for the determination of k, of which the roots are 
either all real, or one real and two imaginary. If the roots 
be all real, the vertices of the quadrangle, which will be the 
centres of the several conies included in the form (3), will be 
all real. If one root only be real, then one vertex only of 
the quadrangle will be real. We proceed to consider how 
the reality of the vertices i, M, N depends upon that of the 
points P, Q^ By S. 

4. First, suppose all the four points P, Q, P, ;S^ to be 
real, then it is clear that all the vertices will be real. 

5. Next, let two of the points, P, Q, for example, be 
real, and P, 8, imaginary. 

Then, the line PB can have no other real point but P. For, 
if it had, it would itself become a real line, and we should 
have a real line cutting a real conic in one real and one ima- 
ginary point, which is impossible. 

Hence the point M^ which lies on PB, is imaginary. 
Similarly the line PS, and the point N, which lies on it, are 
imaginary. The real vertex must therefore be L, which lies 
onP^. 

We may observe that the line. B8 will be real. For the 
two lines PQ, B8, considered as one locus, will be represented 
by equation (3) when for k is substituted the real value cor- 
responding to the point L. Hence the form of the expression 
<f> (a, )9, 7) + ^ "^ {a, iS, 7) answering to PQ, contams one 
real linear factor, and the other linear factor, which answers 
to B8, will therefore also be real. 
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6. Thirdly, let all the four points of intersection be ima- 
ginary. Then the three vertices will all be real. 

For, by what has been shewn above, one vertex is neces- 
sarily so. Take this as the angular point A of the triangle 
of reference, and let its polar with respect to the two conies 
be taken for the side BG. 

The point B being chosen arbitrarily, let its polar with 
respect to one of the conies be taken sa AG. Then this 
conic may be represented by the equation 

a^ + v/y+vy/^O (I). 

Let the other be represented by 

a^ + q^ + ry' + 2/^87 = (2). 

Since the four points of intersection are imaginary , the 
roots of the quadratic 

(j-v) )8* + (r-«(?) 7^ + 2/^87=0 

will be imaginary. Hence 

(y - v) (r - w?) >^'» (3). 

Now let (0, ff, h) be the co-ordinates of either vertex. 
Then, since it has the same polar with respect to both conies, 
the equations 

will represent the same straight line, hence 

qff+p'h __pg + rA 
vg wh 

The two values of ^ , given by this equation, will deter- 
mine the vertices. Now the roots of this equation are real or 
imaginary, as 

{qw — rvf + 4tvwp^ 0. 
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That is, the vertices will necessarily be real, if v and w 
have the same signs. Suppose them, however, to have con- 
trary signs, then, by (3), 

therefore multiplying both sides by — 4t?M7, which is a positive 
quantity, 

— 4t;t(7 (jr — y ) > 4i;w? {yw —qw — rv) ; 
.'. {qw+rvy-4Lvw {gr—p'^ > {qw + n?)'4- iv^to^—ivw (qw+rv) 

> {qw + rv — 2vwy 
>0; 
/. (qw -- rvY + 4tVtop^ > 0. 

Hence, when the four points of intersection are imaginary, 
the vertices are in all cases real. 



7. Suppose now that these vertices are taken as angular 
points of tne triangle of reference. Let the conies be repre- 
sented by the equations 

pa^ + ql? + rrf = 0. 

Then +7 — ?-—.=: + - — ^__ = ±.^ — 1 — ^ 
" {iqw — rv)* {ru —pwy [pv^ quY 

are the equations of the several pairs of common chords of the 
two conies. Since two of the expressions 

qto-^rVf ru—pWy pv — qu, 

must necessarily have the same sign, it follows that one pair 
at least of common chords is always real. The other two 
pairs will, as may easily be seen, be real or imaginary, accord- 
ing as the four points of intersection are, or are not, all real. 

The above investigations are of use in the theory of pro- 
jections, to which we now proceed. 
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On Projections. 



8. Dep. The surface venerated by a straight line of 
indefinite length, which always passes tRrongh a liven fixed 
point, and always meets a given curve, the curve and point 
not lying in the same plane, is called a cone. 

The fixed point is called the vertex, and will be denoted 
in this chapter by the letter V. 

If a cone be cut by any two planes, either of the curves of 
section is said to be a projection of the other. 

Also the two points in which any generating line is cut 
by two planes are said to be the projections, the one of the 
other. 

It may easily be seen that the projection of any curve on 
a given plane coincides with the shadow of the curve which 
would be cast upon the plane by a luminous point coinciding 
with the vertex of the cone. 

The projection of a point of intersection of any two curves 
will be a point of intersection of their projections. 

The projection of anv straight line will be a straight line; 
and that of any curve of the wth degree will be a curve of the 
wth degree. For since any straight line and curve of the nth 
degree intersect in n points, their projections will also intersect 
in n points. 

9. If AB be any given straight line, and a cone be cut 
by any plane parallel to VAB, the projection of the line AB 
will be infinitely distant. Hence it is always possible so to 
project a figure, that the projection of any given straight line 
shall be removed to an infinite distance. This is called pro- 
jecting the straight line to infinity. 

10. Any quadrilateral may be projected into a parallelo- 
gram. 

For, if ABCD be any quadrilateral, and the sides ABj 
CD be produced to meet in E, AD, BG in jP, and the line 
EF projected to infinity, then, since the projections of ABj 
CD mtersect at an infinite distance, they will be parallel to 
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one another, as also those of -42?, £Gy whence it follows that 
the quadrilateral ABCD is projected into a parallelogram. 

11. The angle JE^Fi^will be the angle between the pro^ 
jections of the sides AB, BG. For if the plane of projec- 
tion cut the lines F-4, VB, VG, VD in A\ B, G, V re- 
spectively, then the points -4', B^ G\ D' are respectively the 
projections of -4, J5, (7, D. Now the plane ABAB contains 
the points F, JS?, and, since the plane of projection, in which 
the points -4', B lie, is parallel to FEF, and therefore to FS, 
it follows that AB is parallel to YE. Similarly BG va 
parallel to FF, and therefore the angle ABG is equal to the 
angle EVF. 

12. Since the angle EVF may be made of any magni- 
tude, by taking the point F anywhere on any^ segment of a 
circle of which EF is the base and which contains an angle of 
the required magnitude, it follows that any quadrilateral may 
be proiected, in an infinite number of ways, into a parallelo- 
graL of which the angles are of any assigned magnitude, 

13. We may now proceed to detail the application of the 
theory of projections to curves of the second degree. 

It will easily be seen that the projection of any tangent to 
a conic will be a tangent to the projection of the conic. 

Again, if any point and straight line be the pole and polar 
of one another with respect to a given conic, their projections 
will be the pole and polar of one another with respect to the 
projection of the conic. 

For, let be any given point, XFits polar with respect 
to any given conic. On Xx take any pomt T, external to 





Fig. 24 < 
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the conic, and from T draw two tangents 2!P, TQ^ then FQ 
will pass through 0. Now project the whole system, and let 
O', jP, Q^ T ^ X, F' be the respective projections of 0, P, 
P, r, X, r. Then T'P, TQ will be tangents to the pro- 
jected conic, and P'Q' will pass through (7. Hence since T 
is any point on X' y , X' Y will be the polar of 0\ 

14. From the proposition just proved, it will follow that 
any two conies mav be projected into concentric curves. ^ For 
it IS always possible (Arts. 5 and 7) to find one real point at 
least, the polar of which with respect to two given conies is 
the same straight line. Let then this straight line be pro- 
jected to infinity, and its common pole, with respect to the 
two conies, will become the centre of the curves of projection. 

15. It may also be proved that any two conies may be 
projected into similar and similarly situated curves. For it is 
always possible (Arts. 5 and 7) to find two straight lines 
whicn meet two given conies in the same two points, real or 
imaginary. Project either of these straight lines to infinity, 
and the conies will then be projected into curves, two of the 
points of intersection of which are infinitely distant, that is, 
mto similar and similarly situated conies. These will be 
ellipses or hyperbolas, according as the points, in which the 
line projected to infinity meets the conies, are imaginary or 
real. If the two conies have double contact with one another, 
their projections will also be concentric. 

16. The projections, spoken of in the last two articleSt 
may be efiectea in an infinite number of ways. For any point 
whatever may be taken as the vertex of the cone, ana if the 
cone be cut by a plane, parallel to that which passes through 
the vertex and the line which it is required to project to in- 
finity, the required projection will be effected. 

17. It hence follows that it is possible to project any two 
intersecting conies into hyperbolas of any assigned eccen- 
tricity. Suppose, for example, that it is required to project 
two conies, intersecting in points A^ J5, into two similar and 
similarly situated hyperbolas, the angle between the asymp- 
totes of each being a. Take any point F, such that the angle 
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J,VB=:a, and describe two cones, of which Via the common 
vertex, passing through the two given conies. The sections 
of these cones made by anjr plane parallel to the plane VAB 
will be hyperbolas, of which the asymptotes are parallel to 
VAy VB respectively, and will therefore be similar and simi- 
larly situated to one another, and of the required form. 

18. We now come to the most important and most diffi- 
cult point of the theory of projections, the process by which 
from the properties of the circle those of conic sections in 
general may be deduced. We have just seen that any two 
conies may be projected into hyperbolas of any assigned ec- 
centricity. Now this process, the possibility of which we 
have shewn by a geometrical method, of course admits of 
algebraical proof. And the algebraical investigation, on ac- 
count of the continuitv of the sjrmbols employed, would not 
^ke any account of the restrictions introduced into the geo- 
metrical investigation, either as to the conies intersecting in, 
real points, or as to the eccentricity of the conies into which 
they are projected being greater than unity. It is therefore 
possible, by an algebraical process, to transform the equations 
of any two conies whatever into those of conies of any eccen- 
tricity ^ and therefore into those of circles. The points and 
tangents common to the two given conies will be transformed 
into points and tangents common to their projections, and the 
relations of poles and polars will remain unaltered. 

Since all circles pass through the same two points on the 
line at infinity, it follows that all circles are transformed by 
projection into a system of conies passing through the same 
two points, or having a common chord. Again, since every 
parabola touches the line at infinity, it follows that all para- 
bolas will project into a system of conies touching the same 
straight line. A system of parabolas and circles will project 
into a system in which all the circles will become conies pass- 
ing through the same two points, and all the parabolas will 
become conies, having the straight line joining those two 
points for a common tangent, 

19. We have seen (Art. 22, Chap, vi.) that the pair of 
imaginary tangents, drawn to a conic from any one of its four 
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foci, satisfy the analytical conditions of being asymptotes to a 
circle. H!ence these tangents must themselves meet the line 
at infinity in the two circular points. Conversely, if jfrom the 
two circular points at infinity two pairs of tangents be drawn 
to any conic, these will form an imaginary quadrilateral, cir- 
cumscribing the conic, the four angular points of which are 
the four foci of the curve. 

Hence all conies having the same focus project into conies 
having a pair of common tangents; and ail confocal conies 
into conies inscribed in the same quadrilateral. 

The directrix is the polar of the focus, hence, if two conies 
have the same focus and directrix, they project into two conies 
having a common chord of contact for their common tangents, 
that is, having double contact with one another. 

20. The anharmonic ratio of any pencil or range is un^ 
altered ly projection. 

Let the transversal PQR8 cut the four straight lines OP, 
OQ^ ORy 08. Take any point F, not lying in the plane 
through these straight lines, join VO, VP^ VQ, VR^ Vb^ and 
let these lines be cut by any other plane in 0', P', Q^ JR', S. 
Then 

[0'.FQE8']^\FQ'E8'] 

Pg.E8 
^ FR'. g8' 

_ QinFVQ'.BmR'r8' 
^QmFVR'.aiaQ'yS' 

_ s in PVQ. Bin Rr8 
'^ sin PVR. Bin QV8 

PQ.RS 
^PR.Q8 

^ [PQR8] 
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Hence the anharmonic ratio of the given pencil and range 
is the same as that of their projection. 

21. The following proposition is useful in the projection 
of theorems relating to the magnitude of angles. 

Any two lines which make an angle A with each other ^ 

form with the lines joining the circular points at infinity to 

their point of intersection^ a pencil of which the anharmonic 

ratio is^''-^^'^^ . 

It will be understood that the two given lines are taken as 
the first and third legs of the pencil. 

Take the two lines as two sides of the triangle of reference, 
and let them be denoted by /S = 0, 7 = 0. The lines joining 
their point of intersection to the circular points at infinity 
are given by eliminating a between the equation of the line at 
infinity and that of the circumscribing circle, that is, between 

a ^ 7 
This gives ^ + 2^87 cos ^ + 7^ = 0. 

Now the two lines represented by the equation 

form with )8 = and 7 = a pencil of which the anharmonic 
ratio is v- (Art. 23, Chap. I.). In the present case. 

Hence the anharmonic ratio is 

^ _ = _e2iiV-i_.g(ir-2ii)Vri. 



e-^V-i 



Cob. In the case in which the lines are at right angles to 



TT 



one another, -4 = — , and the ianharmonic ratio becomes unity, 
that is, the four lines form an harmonic pencil. 
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22. The known property of a circle, that **the angles in 
the same segment are equsl to one another/' gives rise to an 
important anharmonic property of conic sections. The pro- 
perty of the circle may be expressed thus, that " if -4, jd be 
any two fixed points on the circumference of a circle, any 
moving point on it, the angle A OB is constant." Project the 
circle into any conic, and let A\ B*, 0* be the projections of 
A^ By 0; H, K those of the circular points at infinity. 
Then, firom the result of the last article, it follows that 

{a.A'BHK] is constant. 

Or, the anharmonic ratio of the jpenctl^ formed hy joining 
any point of a conic to four fixed points on the curve^ is con^ 
stant. 

Reciprocating this theorem, in accordance with Art. 13, 
Chap. VII, we see that if any tangent to a conic be cut by four 
fijxea tangents^ the anharmonic ratio of the range^ formed by the 
points of section^ is constants 

23. If P, C B be three points in a straight line, and 
2?, J, r be their projections, and s the projection of the point 

BQ 

at infinity on the Jine FQB^ then \jpgTs\ = -^^ . 

I? r 1 vq^'TS PQ.B8 
For \pqrs\ ^^-^ =-do"TTd > 

where S denotes tte point at infinity on the line PQB. 

PO 

Also B8 : QB in a ratio of equality, hence \pqrs\ = -~n • 

24. If P, P', Q, ^, 22, ^...T)e a s^rstem of points in 
involation, and^.p', o, y', r, /... their projections, then since 
br Art. 27, Chap. i. \PQR8^ ^\PqE8\ and by Art. 20 
of this Chapter \PqU8\ = [pjr*], \PqE8'^ = [p'jW], 
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it follows that [j^rs] = [jp'jVV], orj?,y, j, j', r, /... are a 
system of points in involution. Hence, any system ofjmnts 
in mvohUion projects into a system in involution^ 

If P coincide with P', p will coincide with p\ or the foci 
of one system project into the foci of the other. We may 
observe that the centre of one system will not, in general^ 
project into the centre of the other. 

25. Let a system of circles be described through two 
given points -4, A\ and let any circle of the system cut a 
given straight line in P, P. Produce AA' to meet the given 
straight line in 0. Then 

OP. 0P= OA . 0A\ 

or OP, OP' is constant for all circles passing through A, A\ 
Hence, the system of points in which a system of circles, 
passing through two g;iven points, cut a given straight line, 
are in involution. Project the system of circles into a system 
of conies, passing through four given points, and we learn 
that ^' a system of conies, passing through four given points, 
cut any straight line in a system of points in involution." 

Of this system of conies, one can be drawn so that one of 
its points of intersection with the given straight line shall be 
at an infinite distance, — ^in other words, so that one of its 
asymptotes shall be parallel to the given straight line. The 
other point, in which this conic cuts the given straight line, 
will be the centre of the system. 

r 

Again (see Art. 29, infra), two conies can be described, 
passing through the four given points, and touching the given 
straight line. The two points of contact of these conies will 
be the foci of the system of points in involution. 

By reciprocating these propositions, we obtain analogous 
properties of the system of conies, inscribed in a given quad- 
rilateral, whence, by projection, may be obtained those of a 
system of confocal conies. 

26. When the vertex of the cone, used for pm'poses of 
projection, is infinitely distant, so that the cone itself becomes 
a cylinder, the projection is said to be orthogonal. In this 

F. 10 
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mode of projection, the line at infinity remains at an infinite 
distance, and any two parallel lines will therefore project into 
parallel lines.. Also any area will bear to its projection a, 
constant ratio; and the mutual distances of any three points 
in the same straight line will bear to one another the same 
ratios as the mutual distances of their projections. Two per- 
pendicular diameters of a circle will, smce each is parallei to 
the tangent at the extremity of the other, project into two con- 
jugate diameters of an ellipse. By this method, many pro- 
perties of conic sections, more especially those relating to 
conjugate diameters, may be readily deduced from those of 
the circle. 



On the Determination op a Conic from FiyE giten 

Geometrical Conditions. 

27. If any five independent conditions be given, to which 
a conic is to be subject, each of these, expressed in algebraical 
language, will give an equation for the determination of the 
five arbitrary constants which the equation of the conic in- 
volves. Hence, five conditions suffice for the determination 
of the conic. It may, however, happen that some of the 
equations for the determination of the constants rise to a 
degree higher than the first, in such a case, the constants will 
have more than one value, and more than one conic may 
therefore be described, satisfying the required conditions, 
although the number will still be finite. 

The geometrical conditions of most frequent occurrence 
are those of passing through given points and touching given 
straight lines, with such others as may be reduced to these. 
We proceed to consider how many conies may be described in 
each individual case. 

28. Let Jive points he given. 

In this case we have merely to substitute in the equation 
of the conic the co-ordinates of the several points for a, )8, 7 ; 
we shall thus obtain five simple equations for the determina-^ 
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tion of the constants, and one conic only will satisfy the given 
conditions* 

29. Let four points and one tangent he given. 

Take three of the points as angular points of the triangle 
of refeirence. Let /, g^ h be the co-ordinates of the fourth 
given point, la + m^ + nry = 0, the equation of the given tan- 
gent. Let the equation of the conic be 

. ^ + §+^ = 0. 
a P 7 

Then for the. determination of the ratios \ : /* : v, we have the 
equations 

7+- + ! = ^' 
X"P + /aW + i^n^ — 2fivmn — 2v\nl — 2\fdm = 0. 

T^ese equations will give two values for the ratios, and 
prove therefore that two conies can be described satisfying 
the required conditions. 

30. Let three points and two tangents he given. 

Take the thre^ points as angular points of the triangle of 
reference. Let the two given tangents be represented by the 
equations 

la + m^ + W7 = 0, 

Ta + m'13 + ny^O. 
If then the conic be represented by the equation 

a ^ 7 

we have, for the determination of \ : /* : v, the equations 

X'P + /i-W + i^n^ — 2fwmn — 2vknl — 2\film = 0, 

\H'^ + /aW + i/'n'' - 2fivm:n- 2i;Xn7'- 2VZW = 0, 

which, beinff both quadratics, give four values for each of the 
ratios, shewmg that four conies may be described satisfying 
the given conditions. 
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31. Let two points and three tangents he given. 

Take the three tangents as lines of reference, and let 
fy g^h; f\ g\ h' be the co-ordinates of the two given points. 

Then, if the equation of the conic be 

XV + fi^^ + 1^7* - 2fivpy - 2i/X7a - 2\^olP = 0, 

we shall get, writing/, g, h; fy /, h\ successively for a,.)9,7, 
two quadratics for the determination of the ratios \i fiiv^ 
giving therefore four conies. 

32. Let one point and four tangents he given. 

Taking three of the tangents as lines of reference, the 
condition of touching the fourth given line gives a simple 
equation for the determination of the coefficients, and that of 
passing through the given point a quadratic. Hence, two 
conies may be described, satisfying the given conditions. 

33. Let five tangents he given. 

Taking three of the tangents as lines of reference, the 
condition of touching each of the others gives a simple 
equation for the determination of the constants, shewing that 
one conic only can be described satisfying these conditions. 

The results of Arts. 31, 32, 33, may of course be deduced by 
the method of reciprocal polars, from those of Arts. 30^ 29, 28. 

34. Several other forms under which the data may be 
given, are reducible to a certain number of lines and points. 
Thus to have given a tangent and its point of contact is 
equivalent to having two points given, the points being 
indefinitely close together. Or, it mav be regarded as equi- 
valent to having two tangents given, tnese tangents bein^ in*- 
definitely nearly coincident. To have given that a conic is 
a parabola is equivalent to having a tangent given, since 
every parabola touches the line at infinity. To have given 
that it is a circle is equivalent to having two points given^ 
since all circles intersect the line at infinity in the same two 
points. And this explains the reason why four circles can 



EXAMPLES. 149 

be described touching the sides of a given triangle, but only 
one circumscribed about it. So, to have given that a conic 
is similar and similarljr situated to a given one is equivalent 
to having two points given. To have given an asymptote is 
equivalent to having two points given, for an asymptote maj* 
be regarded as a tangent, the point of contact of which is 
given (at an infinite distance). To have given the direction 
of an asymptote is equivalent to having one point given, for 
this virtually determines the point in which the conic meets 
the line at infinity. 

36. If it be given that three given points form a con- 
jugate triad, this is equivalent to three conditions, as th6 
equation of the conic, when these are taken as angular points 
of the triangle of reference, is of the form 

ua* + v^ + wf/ = 0. 

Two more conditions will therefore completely determine 
the conic. If these conditions be that the conic shall pass 
through two given points, or touch two given straight hues, 
or pass through one given point and touch one given straight 
line, one conic only can be drawn to satisfy these condi- 
tions. 

We may observe that, if the above conic pass through 
the point (/, g, h) it also passes through the three points 

{-f^^ff^ A)» {/> -ff9^^)j (/, ffi -A), and that, if it touch 
the line (Z, m, w), it also touches the lines (— Z, m, n), 
(Z, — wi, w), (Z, my — n). 



Examples. 



1. If XYZ be a triangle which moves in such a manner that 
its side TZ always passes through a fixed point F, ZX through Qy 
XY through i?, and if the locus of Z be a fixed conic passing 
through R and P, that oi Z b. fixed conic passing through P and 
Qy prove that the locus of X will be a fixed conic passing through 
Qy Ry and through the other three points of intersection of the 
two given conies. 
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2. If two tangents be drawn to a conic so tliat tlie points 
in which they cut a given straight line form, with two fixed 
points on the straight line, a harmonic range, prove that the locus 
of their point of intersection will be a conic passing through the 
two given points. 

3. A system of conies is described touching four given 
straight lines ; prove that the locus of the pole of any fifth given 
straight line with respect to any conic of the system is a straight 
line. 

If the fifth straight line be projected to infinity so that the 
points where it intersects two of the other given straight lines be 
projected into the circular points, what does this theorem become? 

4. A system of conies is described about a given quadrangle; 
prove that the locus of the pole of any given straight line, with 
respect to any conic of the system, is a conic passing through the 
vertices of the quadraogle. 

5. A system of conies is described touching the sides of a 
given triangle, and from a given point a pair of tangents is drawn 
to each conic of the system. Prove that, if the locus of one of 
the points of contact be a straight line, that of the other will be a 
conic circumscribed about the given triangle. 

6. The tangent at any point P of a conic, of which S and H 
are the foci, is cut by two conjugate diameters in ^, ^; prove that 
the triangles SFT, JtfPt are similar to one another. 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 



L Prove that the centre of the conic 

aa op cy 
coincides with the centre of gravity of the triangle of reference. 



2. Prove that 



0, 1, 1, 1 
1,0, ^,y« 
1, z% 0, of 



= (a? +y +«)(aj-y-«) {jf-z-x) {z-x-y). 



3. Prove that the square on the radius of the circle, de-t 
scribed about the triangle of which the angular points are a, 6, c^ 
is 



1 

2 


0, o6^ ac^ 
ha% 0, hd" 



1 

1 
1 


, 1, 1, 1 
, 0, a6*, ac' 

, ba% 0, be' 



Investigate a similar expression for the square on the radius of 
the sphere, described about the tetrahedron of which the angular 
points are a, b, c, d, 

4. ^ is a focus of a conic, FQ a chord subtending a constant 
angle at S; SE, ST are drawn meeting the tangents at F and Q in 
i?, T respectively, so that the angles FSB, QST are constant; 
prove that BT always touches a conic having ;S^ for a focus, and a 
directrix in common with the given conic. 
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5. Prove that, if the conic (^a)* + (m)8)* + (wy)* = be a para- 
bola^ its focus and directrix are given by the equations 

la _ mp __ ny 

la 7iiP ny _^ 

tan J. tani^ tan(7"~ 

Hence prove that, if a parabola touch three straight lines, its 
directrix always passes through a fixed point. State, in geometri- 
cal language, the position of this point relatively to the three 
straight lines. 

6. A system of parabolas is described so that a given triangle 
is self-conjugate with respect to each curve of the system; prove 
that the locus of the focus is a circle, that the directrix always 
passes through the centre of the circle described about the tri- 
angle, and that every parabola of the system touches the three 
straight lines which bisect each pair of sides of the triangle. 

7. If P be any point on the circumference of a circle, any 
fixed point, prove that the locus of the point, in which the tangent 
at F intersects the line which bisects OF at right angles, is a 
straight lina 

8. A rectangular hyperbola circumscribes a triangle; shew 
that the loci of the poles pf its sides are three straight Imes form- 
ing another triangle, whose angular points lie on the sides of the 
first, where they ai*e met by perpendiculars from the opposite an- 
gular points. 

• 

9. If ABCy A'BC be two triangles, each of which is self- 
conjugate with regard to the same given conic, shew that another 
conic can be described about both. 

10. If a, ^, y, 8 be the distances of a point from four given 
straight lines, so connected that la + m^ + wy + joS = 0, prove that, 
if a conic be described, touching these four straight lines, the locus 
of either of its foci will be the curve of the third degree repre- 
sented by the equation 

a p y o 
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1 1 . Prove tliat the polar reciprocal of a rectangular hyperbola 
with respect to any point S, is a conic, the sum of the squares on 
the semi-axes of which is equal to the square on the distanoe of its 
centre fix)m S. 

12. Two given conies are so related that each of their common 
tangents subtends a right angle at a given point. Prove that, if 
any two points be taken, one on each conic, so that the line join- 
ing them also subtends a right angle at that point, the envelope of 
this line will be a conic, of which that point is a focus. 

13. In Example 2, p. 116, prove that if any conic (A) be 
drawn touching the directrices of the four conies, the polar of 
the given point with respect to it will be a tangent to a conic, 
having the given point as focus and touching the sides of the tri- 
angle; and that the tangents from the given point to A are at 
right angles to each other. 

14. Iff through a fixed point 0, a straight line be drawn cut' 
iamg the sides AB, AG of a triangle ABC in P, ^ respectively, and 
BQ, GP be joined, prove that the locus of their point of intersec- 
tion is a conic circumscribing the triangle ABG. 

15. If p„, pj,, pghe the semi-diameters of a conic, respectively 
parallel to the sides of the triangle of reference, prove that the 
area of the conic is 

smilsmi/smt; \ p„ J\ p^ J\ p^ J' 

, __ siaA sirB sinC 
where 25= + + . 

Pa Pb Pc 

16. PQ is the chord of a conic, having its pole on the chord 
AB or AB produced; Qq is drawn parallel to AB meeting the 
conic in q; shew that Pq bisects the chord AB. 

17. Similar circular arcs are described on the sides of a tri- 
angle ABG, their convexities being towards the interior of the tri- 
angle; shew that the locus of the radical centre of the three circles 
is the rectangular hyperbola 

sm{B-q mi{G-A) einjA^B) 

a IB y ~ ' 

F. 11 
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18. Prove that, if r be either semi-axis of the curve repn 
sented by the equation 

wa' + v^ + wy^ + 2u Py + 2v ya + 2to' a^ = 0, 

the values of r will be the roots of the equation 



\u+j-{au—hv—ciJo)\r^--cb8 cos-4 \v+—{!yv-cw—au') >r*-55Cos. 



•j t» + -= {cv) - av! - hv) > r* - C8 cos C 



= 0, 



ahc 



where 8 = 






Vy u, w 



Uf w, V, a 

w, Vy u\ h 

v\ u\ w, c 

a, by c, 



THE END. 
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its yalue." — ^English Joubnal of Eotjcation. 

This Edition contains 147 Examples, and sdutions to all these ex- 
amples are giyen at the end of the book. 
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ANAI<TTICAI< STATICS. 

WITH NUlfEBOUS EXAMPLES. 
By L TODHVNTER, M.A. 

Second Edition. 330 pp. (1858). Crown 8vo. cloth, loa, 6d, 

In this work will be found all the propositioas which nsual^ appear 
in treatises on Theoretical Statics. To the different chapters Examples 
are appended, which have been principally selected from the Uniyersity 
and College Examination Papers; these will furnish ample exercise in 
the application of the principles of the subject. 

DYNAMICS. A Treatise. 

By W. P. WILSON, M.A. 
Professor of Mathematics in the Uniyersity of Melbourne. 

176 pp. (1850). 8vo. 9«. 6d. 



M 



This Treatise contains the fdndamental principles of the soienoe, with | > 

their application to the motion of particles and to the simpler cases of the 
motion of bodies of finite magnitude. ' 



DYNAMICS OF A PARTICLE. { 

WITH NUMEKOUS EXAMPLES. 

By P. G, TAIT, M.A., and W. J, STEELE, B.A. 

Late Fellows of St. Peter's College^ Cambridge. 

304 pp. (1856). Crown 8vo. cloth. io«. 6d, 

In this Treatise will be found all the ordinary propositions connected • 

with the Dynamics of Particles which can be conyeniently deduced 
without the use of D'Alembert^s Principles. Throughout the book will 
be found a nxmiber of illustratiye Examples introduced in the text, and 
for the most part completely worked out ; others, with occasional solutions 
or hints to assist the student, are appended to each Chapter. ' ^ )u 
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A TREATISE ON ATTRACTIONS, 

LA PLACE'S FUNCTIONS AND 

THE FIGTJKE OF THE EARTH. 

By J. m PRATT, M.A. 

Archdeacon of Calcutta, late Fellow of Gh}iiyill6 and Cains College, 

Cambridge. 

Crown 8vo. 126 pp. (i860), cloth. 6*. 6d. 

In the present Treatise the anthor has endeavoured to supply the want 
of a work on a subject of great importance and high interest— La Place's 
Coefficients and Functions and the calculation of the Figure of the Earth 
bj means of his remarkable analysis. No student of the higher branches 
of Physical Astronomy should be ignorant of Laplace's analysis and its 
result — ** a calculus," says Airy, ** ue most- singukr in its nature and the 
most i>owerful in its application that has ever appeared.' 
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DYNAMICS OF A SYSTEM OF RIGID 

BODIES. 

WITH NUMEROUS EXAMPLES. 

By EDWARD JOHN ROUTS, M.A. 

Fellow and Assistant Tutor of St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 

536 pp. (i860). Crown 8vo. cloth. io«. 6d, 



The numerous Examples which will be found at the end of each 
chapter have been chiefly selected from the Examination Papers set in 
the Uniyersity and Colleges of Cambridge during the last few years. 
Contents : Chap. I. Of Moments of Inertia. — II. D'Alemberfs Jhrin- 
ciple. — III. Motion about a Fixed Axis. — ^lY. Motion in Two Dimen- 
sions. — ^y. Motion of a Rigid Body in Three Dimensions. — ^VI. Motion 
of a Flexible String.— VII. Motion of a System of Eigid Bodies.— -VIII, 
Of Impulsiye Forces. — IX. Miscellaneous Examples. 



A TREATISE ON OPTICS. 

By 8. PARKlNSONy B.D. 

Fellow and Assistant Tutor of St. John's College, Cambridge. 

304 pp. (1859). Crown 8w. icw. 6d. 

The present work may be regarded as a new edition of the lyeatiae on 
Optica^ by the Rev. W. N. Griffin, which being some time ago out of 
print, was very kindly and liberally placed at my disposal by the author. 
The author has freely used the liberty accorded to him, and has rearranged 
the matter with considerable alterations and additions — especially in those 
parts which required more copious explanation and illuslitition to render 
the work suitable for the present course of reading in the Uniyersity. 
A collection of Examples and Problems has been appended, which are 
sufficiently numerous and varied in character to affoid an useful exercise 
for the student : for the greater part of them recourse has been had to 
the Examination Papers set in the University and the several Colleges 
during the last twenty ;^ears. 

Subjoined to the copious Table of Contents the author has ventured to 
indicate an elementary course of reading not unsuitable for the require- 
ments of the First Three Days in the Cambridge Senate House Ex- 
aminations. 
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GEOMETKECAL TREATISE ON CONIC 

SECTIONS. 

WITH A COPIOUS COLLECTION OF EXAMPLES. 
By IF. B, DREWy M.A. 

Second Master of Blackheath School. 

121 pp. (1857). Crown 8vo. cloth. 4*. 6d, 

In this work the subject of Conic Sections has been placed before 
the student in such a form that, it is hoped, after mastering the ele- 
ments of Euclid, he may find it an easy and interesting continuation of 
his geometrical studies. With a view also of rendering the work a com- 
plete Manual^ of what is required at the Universities, there have been 
either embodied into the text, or inserted among the examples, every 
book-work question, problem, and rider, which has been proposed in the 
Cambridge examinations up to the present time. ^ 



I 



10 



A TREATISE ON PLANE CO-OBDINATE 

QEOMETKY 

AS APPLIED TO THE STRAIGHT LINE AND THE 

CONIC SECTIONS; 

% /. TOBmiNTER, M.A. 
Second Edition. 316 pp. (1858). Crown Svo. doth. 109. 6d. 

This Treatiae exhibits the subject in a simple maniier for the benefit of 
beginners, and at the same time includes in one volume all that 
students usually require. In addition, therefore, to the propositioiis 
which have always appeared in such treatises, the methods of abridged 
notation, which are of muxe recent origin, have been introduced ; these 
methods, which are of a less elementary character than the rest of the 
work, areplaced in separate chapters, and may be omitted by the student 
at first. The Examples at the end of each chapter will, it is hoped, Ornish 
sufficient exercise, as they have been carefully selected with, the view of 
illustrating the most important points, and have been tested by repeated 
experience with pupils. 



EXAMPLES OF ANALTTICAIi 
OEOMETRY OF THREE DIMENSIONS. 

ColUeted by I. TODHUNTEB, M.A. 
76 pp. (1858). Crown 8vo. cloth. 4*. 

A collection of examples in illustration of Analytical Geometry of 
Three Dimensions has long been reqrnired both by students and teachers, 
and the present work is published with the yie w of supplying the want 
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CONIC SECTIONS AND ALGEBRAIC 

GEOMETRY. 

WITH NUMEROUS EASY EXAMPLES PBOGRESSIVELY 

AEBAKGED. 

By G. H. PUCKLE, M.A. 

Principal of Windermere College. 
Second Edition. 264 pp. (1856). Crown 8vo. 'js.Sd. 

This book has been written with special reference to those diffictdties 
and misapprehensions which common^ beset the student when he com- 
mences. With this object in view, the earlier part of the subject has been 
dwelt on at length, and geometrical and numerical illustrations of the 
analysis have been introduced. The Examples appended to each section 
are mostly of a very elementary description. The work will, it is hoped, 
be found to contain all that is required by 'the upper classes of schools 
and by the generality of students at the Uniyersities, and wiU also serve 
as a preparation for such as may wish to study more eztensiye modem 
treatises. 



V- 
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THE DIFFEIlENTIAIi CALCULXTS. . 

By L TODHUNTER, M.A. 

Third Edition, 398 pp. (i860) Crown 8vo. cloth, io«. 6d, 

This work is intended to exhibit a comprehensive view of the Differ- 
ential Calculus on the method of Limits. In the more elementary 
portions, explanations have been given in considerable detail, with the hope 
that a reader who is without the assistance of a tutor may be enabled to 
acquire a competent acquaintance with the subject. More than one in- 
vestigation of a theorem has been frequently given, because it is believed 
that the student derives advantage from viewing the same proposition 
under different aspects, and that in order to succeed in the examinations 
which he may have to undergo, he should be prepared for a considerable ■ 

variety in the order of arranging the several branches of the subject, and 1 ' 

for a corresponding variety in the mode of demonstration. 1^ 
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THE INTEGKAL CALCULITS Ain> ITS 

APPLICATIONS. 

£y I. TOBKUNTER, M.A. 
268 pp. (1857). Crown 8vo. clbth. 10s. 6d. 

In writmg the present Treatise on the Integral Calculusy the object has 
been to produce a work at once elementary and complete--adapted for the 
use of beginners, and sufficient for the wants of advanced students. In 
the selection of the propositions, and in the mode of establishing them, 
the author has endeayoured to exhibit fully and clearly the principles of 
the subject, and to illustrate all their most important results. In order 
that the student may find in the yolume all that he requires, a large 
collection of Examples for exercise has- been appended to the different 
chapters. 

DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS. 

By GEORGE BOOLE, B.C.L. 

Professor of Mathematics in the Queen's University, Ireland. 

, 468 pp. (1859). Crown 8vo. cloth, i^. 

The Author has endeavoured in this treatise to convey as con^lete an 
account of the present state of knowledge on the subject of l^e Difi^rential 
Equations as was consistent with the idea of a worx intended, primarily, 
for elementary instruction. The object has been first of all to meet the 
wants of those who had no previous acquaintance with the subject, and 
also not quite to disappoint others who might seek for more advanced 
information. The earlier sections of each diapter contain that kind of 
matter which has usually been thought suitable for the beginner, while 
the latter ones are devoted either to an account of recent discovery, or to 
the discussion of such deeper questions of principle as are likely to 
present themselves to the reflective student in connection wiHi the meuiods 
and processes of his previous course. 

The CALCULITS of FINITE DIFFERENCES 

By GEORGE BO OLEy B.C.L. 

248 pp. (i860). Crown 8vo. cloth. 10s, 6d, 

In this work particular attention has been paid to the connexion of the 
methods with those of the Difierential Calculus — a connexion which in 
some instances involves far more than a merely formal analogy. The 
work is in some measure deseed as a sequel to the Author's Treatiee an 
Diferential Equations^ and it has been composed on the same plan. 
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SENATE-HOTTSE MATHEMATICAL 

PROBLEMS. 

WITH SOLUTIONS. 

1848-61. By FEEEERS and JACKSON. Svo. 168, 6rf. 
1848-51. (EiDBBs). By JAMESON. 8vo. 7«. 6<f. 
1864. By WALTON and MACKENZIE. 8vo. 10«. Sd. 
1867. By CAMPION and WALTON. 8vo. Ss. ed. 
1860. By EOUTH and WATSON. Crown 8vo. 7». 6rf. 

The above books contain Problems and Examples which have been set 
in the Cambridge Senate-house Examinations at various periods 
during the last twelye years, together with Solutions of the same, 
and "^ill afford Teachers and Students who are living at a distance 
from the University a better idea of the nature of the Studies and the 
best methods of pursuing them than anything else would. The 
Solutions are in all cases given either by the Examiners themselves or 
under their sanction. 



A COLLECTION OF MATHEMATICAL 

PROBLEMS AND EXAMPLES. ^ 

WITH ANSWEES. 
Bf/ m A. MORGAN, M.A. 

Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge. 
190 pp. (1858). Crown Svo. 6«. 6d, 

This book contains a number of problems, chiefly elementary, in the 
Mathematical subjects usually read at Cambridge. They have been 
selected from the papers set during late years at Jesus College. Very 4 

few of them are to be met with in other collections, and by far the 
larger number are due to some of the most distinguished Mathematicians 
in the University. 

MATHEMATICAL TRACTS 

ON THE LUNAR AND PLANETARY THEORIES, FIGURE 
OF THE EARTH, THE UNDULATORY THEORY OF 
OPTICS, &c. 

By the ASTRONOMJER ROYALy G, B. Airy, M.A. 

Fourth Edition. 400 pp. (1858). Svo. 15*. '^ 
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THEOBY of ESBOKS of OBSEBVA- 

TIONS AND THE COMBINATION 

of OBSEBVATIONS. 

By the ASTRONOMER ROYAL, G. B. Aikt, M.A. 

103 pp. (1861). Crown. 8vo. 6». 6d, 

" In order to spare astronomers and observers in natural philosopliy 
the confusion and loss of time which are produced by referring to the 
ordinary treatises embracing both branches of Probabilities, the author 
has thought it desirable to draw up this work, relating only to Errors of 
Observation, and to the rules derivable from the consideration of these 
Errors, for Uie Combination of the Results of Observations. The Author 
has thus also the advantage of entering somewhat more fully into several 
points of interest to the observer, than can possibly be done in a Gteneral 
Theory of Probabilities. 

THE CONSTEUCTION OP 
WBOUGHT-IBON BBTDGES. 

EMBRACING THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE 
PRINCIPLES OF MECHANICS TO WROUGHT-IEON 

GIRDER-WORK. 

By J. HERBERT LATHAM, M.A., Civil Engineer. 

" The great merit of this book is that it deals with practice more than 
theory. AH the calculations in the book connected with the strength of 
girders are based upon their actual application which abounds in practical 
investigations into girder- work in all its bearings, and wiU be welcomed as 
one of the moat valuable eontrihtiions yet made to this important branch of 
engineering" — ^Athenjeum. 

HI8T0ET OP THE PE0GEE8S OP 
THE CALCULUS OF VABIATIONS 

DURING THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 
By L TODHUNTER, M.A. 

Fellow and Principal Mathematical Lecturer of St. John's Coll. Camb. 

It is of importance that those who wish to cultivate any subject may 
be able to ascertain what results have already been obtained, and thus 
reserve their strength for difficulties which have not yet been conquered. 
And those who merely desire to ascertain the present state of a subject 
without any purpose of original investigation will often find that the 
studj of the past history of that subject assists them materially in ob- 
taining a sound and extensive knowledge of the condition which it has 
attained. The Author has endeavoured in this work to ascertain distinctly 
what has been effected in the Progress of tiie Calculus, and to form some 
estimate of the manner in which it has been effected : accordingly, imless 
the contrary is distinctly stated, it may be assumed that any treatise or 
memoir relating to the Calculus of Yanations whic^ is described in this 
work has undergone thorough examination and study. 



15 



HELP TO LATIN GKAMMAB. 

WITH EASY EXEECISES, BOTH ENGLISH AND LATIN, 
QUESTIONS AND VOCABULARY. 

By J. WRIGHT, M.A. 
Head Master of Sutton Goldfield SchooL * 

175 pp. (1855). Crown 8vo. cloth. 44. 6d. 

''This book aims at helping the learner to oyerstep the threshold 
difficulties of the Latin Qrammar; and never was thereua better aid 
offered alike to teacher and scholar in that arduous pass. The style is at 
once familiar and strikingly simple and lucid; and the explanations .pre- 
cisely hit the difficulties, and thoroughly explain them. It will also 
much facilitate the acquirement of English Granunar.'^ — ^English Joubnal 
OP Education. 



THE SEVEN KINGS OF KOME. 

A FIEST LATIN READING BOOK, ABRIDGED FROM LIVY, 
BY THE OMISSION OF DIFFICULT PASSAGES, WITH 
NOTES AND INDEX. 

% J. WRIGST, M.A. 

Second Edition, 138 pp. (1857). Fcap. 8vo. cloth. 3*. 

This work is intended to supply the pupil with an easy Construing-book, 
which may, at the same time, be made me yehicle for instructing hiin in 
fhe rules of mmmar and principles of composition. These branches of 
the study of Latin seem to the author to have hitherto been kept too much 
apart. Boys have construed their Delectus, or Eutropius, or Nepos, and 
have gone elsewhere for their grammatical exercises. Nor can this be 
wondered at. An educated man must feel positiyely ashamed of taking 
his pupils away from our good "Rngliali authors, and setting before ^im 
instead a Delectus or Eutropius. He therefore skims oyer them as 
lightly, and escapes from them as quickly as possible, and has recourse 
for his composition lesson to one of the many exercise-books which 
swarm from our educational press. To remedy these evils this book 
has been published. Here Liyy tells his own pleasant stories in his own 
pleasant words. What is omitted, is that which no one can wish 
a beginner to learn, and which may be better learnt elsewhere. Let 
LLvy be the master to teach a boy Latin, not some English collector of 
sentences, and he will not be found a dull one. 



^ 
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VOCABULABY AND EXERCISES 
ON ''THE SEVEN KINGS OF ROME." 

94 PP* ('^57)* Crown 8vo. cloth, is. 6d. 

•The Vocabulary is published apart from the Text in order to suit the 
views of those who rarefer their pupils to consult a general dictionary. 
As the aim of the Text is to teach the elements of grammar, so the 
Exercises are intended to test the pupil's knowledge of grammar. Indeed 
there is hardly an ordinary Latin construction wMch is not illustrated in 
the text, explained in the notes, and proved in the exercises. 



HELLENICA. 
A First Greek Reading Book. 

FBOM DIODORXJS AND THUCTDIDES. WITH VOCABULARY. 

Bf/ J. WRIGHT, M.A. 

Author of *^ A Latin Graomiar." 
Second Edition. 150 pp. (185 1). Fcap. 8vo. cloth. $s. 6d, 

In the last twenty chapters of this volume, Thucydides sketches the 
rise and progress of the Athenian Empire in so dear a style and in such 
simple language, that the author doubts whether any easier or more 
instructiYe passages can be selected for the use of the pupil who is 
commencing Gre^. 



A FIBST LATIN CONSTKTnNQ BOOK. 

Bf/ EDWARD THRINQ, M.A. 

Head Master of Uppingham School. 
104 pp. (1855). Fcap. 8yo. Z8.6d. 

This Construing Book is drawn up on the same sort of graduated scale 
as the Author's English Orammar, Passages out of the best Latin Poets 
are gradually built up into their perfect shape. The few words altered, or 
inserted as the passages go on, are printed in Italics. It is hoped by 
this plan that the learner, whilst acquiring the rudiments of language, 
may store his mind with good poetry and a good yocabulary. 
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JUVBNALc 

. WITH ENGLISH NOTES. ft 

By JOSN E. B. MAYOR, M.A. 

Fellow and Classical Leoturer of St. John's College^ Cambridge. 

464 pp. (1854). Crown 870. cloth. 10s. 6d. 

**A School edition of Juyenal, which, for really ripe scholarship, 
extensiye acquaintance with Latin literature, and familiar knowledge wiUi 
Continental criticism, ancient and modem, is unsurpassed, we do not say 
among English ScQiool-books, but among Englicdi editions generally." — 
Edinbxtbgh REyiEW. 

CICEKO'S SECOND PHILIPPIC. i 

WITH ENGLISH NOTES. 
By JOHN E. B. MAYOR, M.A. 
168 pp. (1861). Fcp. 8vo. cloth. 5«. 

The Text is that of Halm's, 2nd edition (Leipsig, Weidmann, 1858^, 
with some corrections from Madyig's 4th Edition (Copenhagen, 1858). 
Halm's Introduction has been closely translated, with some additions. His . 

notes haye been curtailed, omitted, or enlarged, at discretion ; passages I 

to which he giyes a bare reference, are for the most part prmted at 
length ; for the Greek extracts an English yersion has been substituted. 
A large body of notes, chiefly grammatical and historical, has been added 
from yarious sources. A list of books useful to the student of Cicero, 
a copious Argument, and an Index to the introduction and notes, complete 
the book. 

SAIiLUST. 

WITH ENGLISH NOTES. 
By a MERTFAZE, B.D. 

Author of "A History of Eome," &c. 

Second Edition. 172 pp. (1858). Fcap. 8vo. 4*. 6d. 

"This School edition of Sallust is precisely what the School edition of 
a Latin author ought to be. No useless words are spent in it, and no 
words that could be of use are spared. The text has been carefully 
collated with the best editions. It is printed in a laxge bold type, which 
manifests a just regard for the young eyes that are to work upon it : 
under the text there flows through eyery page a full current of ex- 
tremely well-selected annotations." — The Examineii. 

The " Catiuka" and *' Jtjgtjetha" may he had separately, price ^ 

28. 6d. each, hound in cloth. ' 
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DEMOSTHENES ON THE CROWN. 

WITH ENGLISH NOTES. 

By B. BRAKE, M.A. 

Late Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. 

Second Edition. To which is prefixed ^schikxb against 
Ctesiphok. With English Notes. 

287 pp. (i860). Ecap. 8vo. doth. 5*. 

The first edition of the late Hr. Drake's edition of Demosthenes de 
Corona having met with considerable acceptance in Tarions Schools, and 
a new edition being called for, in accordance with the wishes of many 
teachers has been appended the Oration of ^schines against Ctesiphon, 
with useful notes by a competent scholar. 

DEMOSTHENES ON THE CKOWN. 

TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH. 

By J. P. N0RRI8, M.A. 

H.M. Inspector of Schools. 

(1850). Crown 8vo. 3^. 

" Admirably representing both the sense and style of the QriginaL" 
— ^Athenjbvm. 

THUCYDIDES. Book "VT. 

WITH ENGLISH NOTES, MAP AND INDEX. 
By P. FROST, Jun., M.A. 

Late Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. 

8to. cloth. 7«. 6d. 

It has been attempted in this work to facilitate the attainment of 
accuracy in translation. With this end in view the Text has been treated 
grammatically. 

iESCHYLI EUMENIDES. 

WITH ENGLISH VERSE TRANSLATION, COPIOUS 
INTRODUCTION, AND NOTES. 

By B. BRAKE, M.A. 

Editor of ^* Demosthenes de Corona." 

** Mr. Drake's ability as a critical Scholar is known and admitted. In 
the edition of the Eumenides before us we meet with him also in the 
capacity of a Poet and Historical Essayist. Hie translation is flowing 
and melodious, elegant and scholarlike. The Greek Text is well printed : 
the notes are clear and useful." — Guabdian. 
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ELEMENTS OF GKAMMAK TATTGHT 

IN ENGLISH. 

WITH QUESTIONS. 

By EDWARD THRING, M.A. 

Head Master of Uppingham Orammar School. 

Third Edition. 136 pp. (i860.) Demy i8mo. is, 

THE CHILD'S ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

I 

By the same Author. 

New Edition. 86 pp. (1859). Demy i8mo. is. 

The Author's e£Ebrt in these two hooks has heen to point out the broad, 
beaten, every-day path, carefullyayoiding digressions into the byeways 
and eccentricities of language. This Work took its rise from question- 
ings in National Schools, and the whole of the first part is merely 
the writing out in order the answers to questions which haye been I 

used already with success. The study of Ghrammar in English has 
been much neglected, nay by some put on one side as an impossibilitjp-. 
Hiere was perhaps much ground for this opinion, in the medley of arbi- 
trary rules thrown before the student, which applied indeed to a certain 
number of instances, but would not work at all in many others, as must 
always be the case when principles are not put forward in a language fall 
of ambiguities. The present work does not, therefore, pretend to be 
a compendium of idioms, or a philological treatise, but a Grammar. Or 
in other words, its intention is to teach the learner how to speak and 
write correctly, and to understand and explain the speech and writings of ^ 

others. Its success, not only in National Schools, from practical work in 
which it took its rise, but also in classical schools, is full of encourage- 
ment. 

SCHOOL SOlTGS. 

A COLLECTION OF SONGS FOB SCHOOLS. 

Wii\ % pttsit ^ttangebr for ^tmx ^mt%. 
mited hy the Rev. H. TSBING, and H. RICCIU8. 

Music §ize. 70. 6d. 
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ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE TO THE BOMAITS. 

THE GREEK TEXT WITH ENGLISH NOTES. 

By C. J. r AUG HAN, D.I). 

Head Master of Harrow School. 

Second Edition. Crown 8vo. doth (1861), 5*. 



By dedicating this work to his elder Pupils at Harrow, the Author 
hopes that he si&ciently indicates what is and what is not to be looked 
for in it. He desires to record his impression, deriyed from the experience 
of many years, that the Epistles of the New Testament, no less man the 
Gk)spels, are capable of furnishing useful and solid instruction to the 
highest classes of our PubUc Schools. If they are taught accurately, not 
controY ersially ; positiyely, not negatiyely; authoritatiyely, yet not 
dogmatically ; taught with close and constant reference to uieir literal 
meaning, to tiie connexion of their parts, to the sequence of their argu- 
ment, as well as to their moral and spiritual instruction; they will 
interest, they will inform, they wiU eleyate ; they will inspire a reyer- 
ence for Scripture neyer to be discarded, they will awaken a desire tp 
drink more deeply of the Word of God, certain hereafter to be gratified 
and fulfilled. 



RELIGIOUS CLASS BOOKS. 

THE CHTJKCH CATECHISM ILLUSTRATED AWD Ex- 
plained. By ARTHUR RAMSAY, M.A. 204 pp. (1854). ^^mo. doth. 

NOTES FOR LECTURES ON CONFIRMATION: With 

Suitable Prayers. By C. J. YAUOHAN D.D. Third Edition. 70 pp. (1859). 
Fcp. 8yo. \$. 6d. 

HAND-BOOK TO BUTLER'S ANALOGY. By C- A. 

SWAINSON, M.A. 55 pp. (1856). Crown 8vo. i#. 6d, 

HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH DURING 

THE FIRST THREE CENTURIES, AND THE REFORMATION IN ENG- 
LAND. By WILLIAM SIMPSON, M.A. 307 pp. (1857). ^CP* &▼(>• olotii. 5«. 

ANALYSIS OF PALETS EVIDENCES OF CHRISTI- 
ANITY. By CHARLES H. CROSSE, M.A. 115 pp. (1855). i8mo. 3*. 6<l. 
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MANUALS FOR THEOLOGICAL 

STUDENTS. 

UNIFORMLY FEINTED AND BOUND. 



This Series of Theological Manuals has been published with 
the aim of supplying Books concise, comprehensiYe, and 
accurate, convenient for the Student and yet interesting 
to the general reader. 

HISTOKT OF THE CHEISTTAN CHURCH 

DURING THE MIDDLE AGES. By ARCHDEACON HARD- 
WICK. 482 pp. [1863]. With Maps. Crown 8vo. doth. 10«. 6d. 

This Volume claims to be regarded as an integral and independent 
treatise on the Mediseyal Church. The History commences with the 
time of Gh^gory the Great, because it is admitted on all hands that his 
pontificate became a turning-point, not only in the fortunes of the 
Western tribes and nations, but of Christendom at large. A kindred 
reason has suggested the propriety of pausing at the year 1520, — ^the year 
when Luther, haying been extruded from those Churches that adhered to 
the Communion of the. Pope, established a proyisional form of goyemment 
and opened a fresh era in the history of Eiux)pe. 



HISTOEY OF THE CHEISTIAN CHURCH 

DURING THE REFORMATION. By Abohdn. HARDWICK. 
469 pp. [1866]. Crown 8yo. doth. 10«. 6d. 

This Work forms a Sequel to the Author's Book on The Middle Ages. 
The Author's wish has been to giye the reader a trustworthy yersion of 
those stirring incidents which mark the Reformation period. 
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MANUALS FOB THEOLOG-IOAIi STUDENTS-Oontiniied. 

HISTOEY OF THE BOOK OF COMMON 

PEATEB. With a Bationale of its Officee. By FRANCIS 
PROCTEE, M.A. Fourtli Edition. 464 pp. [I860]. Crown 8to. 
doth. 10«. 6d. 

The Subject of this Book has .been already treated by numerous 
writers of distinction. When the present series of Manuals was projected, 
it did not appear that any one of the existing yolumes taken singly was 
available for the desired object. In the course of the last twen^ years 
tiie whole question of liturgical knowledge has been reopened wim great 
learning end accurate research, and it is mainly with the yiew of epito- 
mizing their extensiye publications, and corrocting by their help the 
errors and misconceptions which had obtained currency, that the present 
volume has been put together. 



HISTOEY OF THE CANON OF THE NEW 
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By BROOKE FOSS WESTCOTT, M.A. 694 pp. [ISUq. 
Crown 8yo. doth. 128, 6d, 

The Author has endeavoured to connect the history of the New Testa- 
ment Canon with the growth and consolidation of the Catholic Church, 
and to point out the relation existing between the amount of evidence 
for the authenticity of its component parts and the whole mass of Christian 
literature. Such a method of i^quiTV will convejr both the truest notion 
of the connexion of the written Word with the living Body of Christ, and 
the surest conviction of its divine authority. 



INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OP THE 

GOSPELS. By BR00B:E FOSS WESTCOTT, M.A. 458 pp. 
[I860]. Crown 8vo. doth. 10«. 6rf. 

The titie of this book will explain the chief aim which the Author 
had in view. It is intended to be an Introduction to the Stutfy of the 
(Gospels. The Author has therefore confined himself in many oases .to 
the mere indication of lines of thought and inquiry from the conyiotion 
that truth is felt to be more precious in proportion as it is opened to us 
by our own work. In a subject which invohres so vast a literature much 
muyst have been overlooked ; but the Author has made it a point at least 
to study the researches of the great writers, and consciously to ne^ieet 
none. 
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